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enabled it to act a prominent part in this severely contested battle. It 
therefore affords me great satisfaction to withdraw the expression con- 
tained in my first dispatch, and I cordially give my indorsement to the 
conclusion of the division commander, ‘‘ that those parts of his command 
which behaved discreditably were exceptional cases.’’ 

On the 3ist, when the battle of Fair Oaks commenced, we had two of 
our bridges nearly completed ; but the rising waters flooded the log- 
way approaches and made them almost impassable, so that it was only 
by the greatest cfforts that General Sumner crossed his corps and par- 
—— in that hard-fought engagement. The bridges became totally 
use| after this corps had passed, and others on a more permanent 
plaa were commenced. 

On my way to headquarters, after the battle of Fair Oaks, I at- 
tempted to cross the bridge where Genera] Sumner had taken over his 
corps on the day previous. Atthe time General Sumner crossed this 
was the only available bridge above Bottom’s bridge. I found the 

from the right bank for some 400 yards submerged to the 
depth of several feet, and on reaching the place where the bridge had 
been, I found a great part of it carried away, so that I could not get my 
horse over, and was obliged to send him te Bottom’s bridge, six miles 
below, as the only practicable crossing. 

The approaches to New and Mechanicsville bridges were also over- 
flowed, and both of them were enfiladed by the enemy’s batteries 
established upon commanding heights on the opposite side. These bat- 
teries were supported by strong forces of the enemy, having numer- 
ous rifie-pits in their front, which would have made it necessary, even 
had the approaches been in the best possible condition, to have fought 
a sanguinary battle, with but little prospect of success, before a passage 
ould have been secured. 

The only availiable means, therefore, of uniting our forces at Fair 
Oaks for an advance on Richmon:! s00n after the battle, was to march 
the troups from Mechanicsville, and other points, on the left banks of 
the Chickahominy down to Bottom’s bridge, and thence over the 
Williamsburg road to the position near Fair Oaks, a distance of about 
tweaty-three (23) miles. In the condition of the roads at that time 
this march could not have been made with artillery in less than two 
days, by which time the enemy would have been secure within his 
intrenchments around Richmond. In short, the idea of uniting the two 
wings of the army in time to make a vigorous pursuit of the enemy, 
witn the prospect of overtuking him before he reached Richmond, only 
five miles di-tant from the field of battle, is simp!y absurd, and was, I 
presume, never for a moment seriously entertained by any one con- 
nected with the army of the Potomac. An advance, involving the 
separation of the two wings by the impassable Chickahominy, would 
have exposed each to defeat in detail, Therefore I held the position 
already gained, and completed our crossing as rapidly as possible. 

In the meantime the troops at Fair Oaks were directed to strengthen 
their positions by a strong line of intrenchments, which protected them 
while the bridges were being built, gave security to the trains, liberated 
@ larger fighting fore2,and offered a safer retreat in the event of disaster. 

Oa the 24 of June I sent the following dispatch : 

“* HgaDQuanTers ARMY OF TEE PoTowac, 
“* New Bringe, June 2, 1862—10.30 A. M. 

“ Our left is everywhere advanced considerably beyond the positions 
i$ Occupied before the battle. Iam in strong hopes that the Chicka- 
hominy wll fall sufficiently to enable me to cross the right. We have 
hai a terrible time with our communicatious—bridges and causeways, 
dailt with great care, having been washed away by the sudden fresheis, 
leaving us almost cut off from communication. All that human labor 
@an do is being done to accomplish out purpose. 

‘Please regard the portion of this relating to condition of Chicka- 
hominy as confidential, as it would be serious if the epemy were aware 
+ fightin yet — our loss has been very heavy on both sides, 

ing was desperate. Our victory complet i 
more fighting before we reach Richmond. ’ —— Foe 
**G. B. McCLELLAN jor- 
“ Hon. E. M. Staton, Secretary of War." AN, Majer-Genwel. 
Qa the same day I received the following from the Secretary of War: 
** WasHINcTon, June 2, 1862. 

“ Your telegram has been received, and we are greatly rejoiced at 
your success—not only in itself, but because of the dauntless spirit and 
courage it displays in your troops. You have received, of course, the 
order made yesterday in respect to Fortress Monroe. The object was to 
place at your command the disposable force of that department. The 
indications are that Fremont or McDowell will fight Jackson to-day, and 
as soon a8 he is disposed of, another large body of troops will be at your 


service. 

The intelligence from Halleck shows that the rebel 
pursued in force, from Corinth. All interest now re ne Po ne 
tions, and full confidence is entertained of your brilliant and g'orious 
success. “ EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War. 

** Major-General McCLetian.”’ 

On the 3. I received the following from the President : 

** Wasnixcroy 

“ With these continuous rains, lam very anxious atous the Unica. 

hominy—so close in your rear, aud crossing your line of communica- 


tien. Please look to it. Me un 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN esident 
“ Major-Goneral MoCiettan.”” = 
To which I repiied as follows : 
“ HeaDQuaRTers ARMY OF THE Potomac 
“ New Bripoe, June 3, 1962. 

“ Your dispatch of 6 P. Mf. just received. As the Chickahominy haa 
Deen almost the only obstacle in my way for several days, your Excei- 
lency may rest assured that it has mot been overlooked. Every effort 
has been made, and will continue to be, to perfect the communications 
across it. Nothing of a rr 9 = it is again raining. 

bad ¢ 3 cCLELLAN jor-General Commandi 
“A. Liscocx, President, W ‘ashingion.””” ” - 





My views of the condition of our army on the 4th are explained in the 

following dispatch to the President : 
« HeapQuaRTers ARMY OF THE Poroxwac, 
‘¢ New Brinee, June 4, 1862. 

“ Terrible rain-storm during the night and morning—not yet cleared 
off. Chickahominy flooded ; bridges in bad condition. Are still hard at 
work at them. I have taken every possible step to insure the security 
of the corps on the right bank, but I cannot re-enforce them here until 
my bridges are all safe, as my force is too small to insure my right and 
rear, should the enemy attack in that direction, as they may probably 
attempt. I have to be very cautious now. Our loss in the late battle 
will probably exceed (5,000) five thousand. I have not yet full returns. 
On account of the effect it might have on our own men and the cnemy, 
I request that you will regard this information as confidential for a few 
days. *e«m satisfied that the loss of the enemy was very considerably 
greater; they were terribly punisned. I mention these facts now 
merely to show you that the army of the Potomac has had serious work, 
and that no child’s play is before it. 

“You must make your calculations on the supposition that I have 
been correct from the beginning in asserting that the scrious opposition 
was to be made here. ; 

‘6G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

« A. Lrxcotn, President.” 

And in the following to the Secretary of War, on the same day : 

*¢ HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
‘*‘ New Baines, June 4, 1862. 

*« Please inform me at once what re-enforcements, if any, I can count 
upon having at Fortress Monroe, or White House, within the next three 
days, and when each regiment may be expected toarrive. It is of the 
utmost importance that I should know this immediately. The losses in 
the battle of the 21st and Ist will amount to (7,000) seven thousand. 
Regard this as confidential for the present. 

“If I can have (5) five new regiments for Fort Monroe and its de- 
pendencies, I can draw (3) three more old regiments from there safely. 
I can wel! dispose of four more raw regiments on my communications. 
I can well dispose of from (15) fifteen to (20) twenty well-drilled regi- 
ments among the old brigades in bringing them up to their original 
effective strength. Recruits are especially necessary for the regular 
and volunteer batteries of artillery,as well us for the regular and volun- 
teer regiments of infantry. After the losses in our last battle, I trust 
that I will no longer be regarded as an alarmist. I believe we Lave at 
least one more desperate battle to fight. 

**G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

“ Hon. E. M. Stantoy, Secretary of War.” 

Also in my dispitch to the Secretary of War, on the 5th: 

*« HeapquaRTers ARMY OF THE Potomac, New Baipoe, June 6, 1862. 

*¢ Rained most of the night; has now ceased, but is notclear. The 
river still very high and troublesome. Enemy opened with several 
batteries on our bridges near here this morning ; our batteries seemed 
to have pretty much silenced them, though some firing still kept up. 
The rain forces us to remain in statu quo. With great difficulty a divi- 
sion of infantry has been crossed this morning to support the troops on 
the other side, should the enemy renew attack. I felt obliged todo this, 
although it leaves us rather weak here. 

“G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

“ Hon. EF. M. Sranton, Seerctary of War.” 

On the 5th the Secretary telegraphed me as follows : 

** WasHineton, June 5, 186¢2—8.30 P. M. 

“Twill send you five (5) new regiments as fast as transportation 
can tako them ; the first to start to-morrow from Baltimore. I intend 
sending you a part of McDowell’s force as soon as it can return from its 
trip to Front Royal, probably as many as youwant. The order to ship 
the new regimerts to Fort Monroe has alrcady been given. I suppose 
that they may be sent directly tothe fort. Please advise me if this be 


as you desire. 
“EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War. 
«© Major-General McCrerian.”? 

On the 7th of June I telegraphed as follows : 

HeaDQuarTers AkMY OF THE PuToMAC, June 7, 1862—4.40 P. M. 

“To reply to your dispatch of 2 P. M. to-day, 1 have the honor to 
state that the Chickahominy river has risen so as to flood the entire 
bottoms to the depth of three and four feet. Iam pushing forward the 
bridges in spite of this, and the men are working night aud day, up to 
their waists in water, to complete them. 

“The whole face: f the country is a perfect bog, entirely impassable 
for artillery, or even cavalry, except directly in the narrow roads, 
which renders any general movement, either of this or the rebel army, 
entirely out of the question until we have more favorable weather. 

‘‘Tam glad to Jearn that you are pressing forward re-enforcements 80 
vigorously. 

‘*T shall be in perfect readiness to move forward and take Richmond 
the moment McCall reaches here, and the ground wil! admit the passage 
of artillery. I have aévanced my pickets about a mile to-day, driving 
off the rebel pickets and securing a very advantageous position. 

“ The rebels have several batteries established, commanding the de- 
bouches from two of our bridges, and fire upon our working parties con- 
tiaually, but as yet they have killed but very few of our men. 

“*G. B. McCL!:LLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

« Fon. E. M. Stayton, Seerelary of War.’’ 

As I did not think it probable that any re-enforcements would be sent 
me in time for the advance on Richmond, I stated in the foregoing dis- 
patch that I should be ready to move when General McCall’s division 
joined me ; but I did not intend to be understood by this that no more 
re-enforcements were wauted, as will be seen from the following dis- 


patch. 
“ JoxE 10, 1862—3.30 P. 3f. 

“Thave again information that Beauregard has arrived, and that 
some of his troops are to foliow him. No great reliance—perhaps none 
whatever—can be attached to this ; but it is possible, and ought to be 
their policy. 

«Tam completely checked by the weather. The roads and fields are 
literally impassable for artillery, almost so for infantry. The Chick- 
ahominy is in a dreadful state; we have another rain-storm on our 

ds. 

| shall attack as soon as the weather and ground will permit; but 
there will be a delay, the extent of which no one can foresee, for the 
season is altogether abnormal. 

‘* In view of these circumstances, I present for your consideration the 
propriety of detaching largely from Ha!leck’s army to strengthen this ; 
for it would seem that Halleck has now no large organized force in front 
of him, while we have. If this cannot be done, or even in connection 
with it, allow me to suggest the movement of a heavy column from 

Iton upon Atlanta. If but the one can be done, it would better con- 
form to military principles to strongthen this army. And even al- 
though the re-enforcements might not arrive in season to take part in 
the attack upon Richmond, the moral effect would be great, and they 
would furnish valuable assistance in ulterior movements. 

“ I wish to be distinctly understood that, whenever the weather per- 
mits, I wili attack with whatever force I may have, although a larger 
force would enable me to gain much more decisive resuits. 

“IT would be glad to have McCall’s infantry sent forward by water 
at once, without waiting for his artillery and cavalry. 


‘¢ If General Prim returns ria Washington, please converse with him 
hens ema ORO. B, MOCLELL AN, Major-General Commanding. 
“s . B. uAN, Sfajor- 
“Go ee nek to bo euiban@neneh cheiente 
ur work upon the bridges continu 
until the 20th, during which time it rained almost every day, and the 
exposure of the men caused much sickness. 
On the 11th, the following was received from the Secretary of War : 
* WasHincTon, June 11, 1862. 

‘* Your dispatch of three-thirty (3.30), yesterday, has been received. 
Tam fully impressed with the difficulties menti , and which no art 
or skill can avoid, but only endure, and am striving to the uttermost to 
render you every aid inthe power of the Government. Your sugges- 
tions will be immediately communicated to General , with a re- 
quest that he shall conform to them. At last advice he contemplated 
sending a column to operate with Mitchell against Chat , and 
thence upon East Tennessee. Buell reports Kentucky and Tennessee to bo 
in a critical condition, demanding immediate attention. Halleck o~ ~ 
the main body of Beauregard’s force is with him at Okolona. M ‘s 
force was reported yesterday as having embarked, and on its way tojoin 
you. It is intended tosend the residue of McDowell’s force also to 
you as speedily as possible, 

‘‘Fremont hada hard fight, day before yesterday, with Jackson’s 
force at Union church, eight miles from Harrisonburg. He claims the 
victory, but was badly handled. It is clear thata pretty strong force 
is operating with Jackson for the purpose of detaining the forces here 
from you. Iam urging, as fast as possible, the new levies. 

*‘Be assured, general, that there never has been a moment when m 
desire has been otherwise than toaid you with my whole heart, mind, 
and strength, since the hour we first met ; and whatever others may 
say for their own purposes, you have never had,and never can have, 
any one more truly your friend, or more anxious to support you, or 
more joyful than I shall be at the success which I have no doubt w: 
soon be achieved by your arms. “oF - : 

“ EDWIN ‘ANTON, Secretary of War. 

«« Major-General G. B. McCuen.an.”” : v 

On the 12th and 13th General McCall’s division arrived. 

On the 13th of June two squadrons of the 6th United States ae, 
under the command of Captain Royall, stationed near Hanover 
church, were attacked and overpowered by a force of the enemy’s cav- 
alry, numbering about fifteen hundred men, with four guns. 
pushed on towards our depots, but at some distance from our main 
body, and, though pursued very cleverly, made the circuit of the army, 
repassing the Chickahominy at Long Bridge. The burning of two 
schooners laden with forage, and fourteen goverment wagons, the de- 
struction of some sutlers’ stores, the killing ofs: 2ralof the guard and 
teamsters at Garlick’s landing, some little daniage done at Tunstall’s 
station, anda little eclat, were the precise results of this expedition. 

On the 14th I sent the fullowing to the Secretary of War: 

“ HeapQUuaRTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAO, 
“Camp Linooin, June 14, 1862—miduight. 

“ All quiet in every direction. The stampede of last night has ; aged 
away. Weather now very favorable. I hope two days more will make 
the ground practicable. I shall advance as soon as the bridges are com- 
pleted and the ground fit for artillery to move. At the same time I 
would be glad to have whatever troops can be sent to me. I can use 
several new regiments to advantage. 

‘It ought to be di-tinctly understood that McDowell and his troops are 
completely under my control. I received a telegram from him request- 
ing that McCall’s division might be placed so as to join bim ly 
on bis arrival. 

‘That request does not breathe the proper spirit. Whatever troops 
come to me must be disposed of so as to do the most good. I do not 
feel that, in such circumstances as those in which Iam now placed, 
General McDowell should wish the general interests to be sacrificed for 
the purpose of increasing his command. 

“If I cannot fully control all his troops, I want none of them, but 
would prefer to igh the battle with what I have, and let others be re- 
sponsible for the results. 

“The department lines should not be allowed to interfere with me ; 
but General McD., and a}l other troops sent tome, should be placed com- 
pletely at my disposal, to do with them as I think best. In no other 
way can they be of assistance tome. I therefore request that I may 
have entire and full control. The stake at issue is too great to ailow 
personal considerations to be entertained ; you know that I have nove. 

‘* The indications are, from our balloon reconnoissances and from all 
other sources, that the enemy are intrenching, daily tacreasing iv 
numbors, and determined to fight desperately. 

“G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

‘Hon. E. M. Srayrox, Secretary of War.” 

On the 20th the following was communicated to the President : 

** HeaDQuaRTrs ARMY OF THE Poro; 
“ Camp Lincoln, June 20, 1862—2 P. M. 

** Your excellency’s dispatch of (11) eleven A. M., received, also that 
of Genera! Sigel. 

“JT have nodoubt that Jackson has been re-enforced from here. 
There is reason to believe that General R. S. Ripley has recently joined 
Leo’s army, with a brigade or division from Charleston. Troops have 
arrived recently from Goldsboro’. There is not the slightest reason to 
suppose that the enemy intend to evacuate Richmond ; be is daily in- 
creasing his defenses. I fad him everywhere in force, and every recon- 
noissance costs many lives, yet Iam obliged to fee] my way, foot by 
foot, at whatever cost, so great are the difficulties of tho a by 
to-morrow night the d_"ensive works, covering our position on this side 
of the Chickahominy, should be completed. Iam forced to this by my 
inferiority of numbers, so that I may bring tho greatest possible 
numbers into action, and secure the army against the consequences of 
unforeseen disaster. I would be glad to have permission to lay before 
your excellency, by letter or telegraph, my views as to the present state 
of military affairs throughout the whole country. In the meantime f 
would be pleased to learn the disposition, as to numbers and position, 


of the troops not under my command, in Virginia and elsewhere 
Pe GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 


‘His Excellency A. Lixcoty, President. 
To which I received this reply : 
“ WasmxeTox, June 21, 1862—6 P. M 

“ Your dispatch of yesterday, two (2) P. M., was received this morns 
ing. If it would not divert too much of your time and attention 
from the army under your immediate command,1 would be glad to have 
your views as to the present state of military affairs throughout the 
whole country, a8 you say you would be glad to give them. I would 
rather it should bo by ‘etter than by te ph, because of the better 
chance of secrecy. As tothe numbers and positions of the not 
under your command, in Virginia and eisewhere, even if I could do it 
with accuracy, which 1 cannot, I would rather not transmit either by 
telegraph or letter, because of the chances of its reaching the enemy. 
I would bo very glad to talk with you, but you cannot leave your camp, 


and I cannot well leave here. 
“ A. LINCOLN, President. 
“ General Grorcs B. McCrerzan.’* 
To which I sent the following reply : 
“ 





Camp Lincotw, Jane 22—1 P. M. 
“I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram 
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3P. M., yesterday. Under the circumstances, as stated in your dis- 
patch, I perceive that it will be better at least to defer, for the present, 
the communication I desired to make. 

“G, B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

“ His Exectiency the Presipext.”” 

All the information I could obtain, previous to the 24th ~~ June, 
regarding the movements of General Jackson, led to the bolief that he 
was at Gordonsrille, where he was receiving re-enforcements from 
Richmond tia Lynchburg and Stanton; but what his were 
did not appear until the date specified, when a young man, very intelli- 
gent, but of suspicious appearance, was brought in by our scouts from 
the direction of Hanover Court-house. He at first stated that he was 
an escaped prisoner, from Colonel Kenley’s Maryland regiment, cap- 
tured at Front Royal, but finality confessed himself to be a deserter 
from Jackson’s command, which he left near Gordonsviile on the 21st. 
Jackson’s troops were then, as he said, moving to Frederickshall, along 
the Virginia Centra! Railroad, for the purpose of attacking my rear on 
the 23th. I immediately dispatched two trusty negroes to proceed 
a‘ong the railroad and ascertain the truth of the statement. They were 
unable, however, to get beyond Hanover Court-house, where they en- 
countered the enemy’s pickets, and were forced to turn back without 
— the desired information. On that day I sent the following 

patch : 

“ Teapquarters Army or tie Potomac, June 24, 1862—12 P. M. 

“ A very peculiar case of desertion has just occurred from the enemy. 
The party states that he left Jackson, Whiting and Ewell, (fiteen brig- 
ades,) at Gordonsville on the 2lst ; that they were moving to Fredv- 
rickshall, and that it was intended to attack my rear on the 28th. I 
would be glad to learn, at your earliest convenience, the most exact in- 
formation you have as to tho ition and movements of Jackson, as 
well as the sources from which your information is derived, that I may 
the better compare it with what I have. 

 G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General.” 
The following is his reply : 


“ Wasmixetox, June 25, 1862. 

“ We have no definite information as to the numbers or position of 
Jackson’s force. General King yesterday reported a deserter’s state- 
mont that Jackson’s force was, nine days ago, forty thousand men. 
Some reports place ten thousand rebels under Jackson, at Gordonsville ; 
others, that his force is at Port Republic, Harrisonburg, and Laray. 
Fremout yesterday reported rumors that Western Virginia was threat- 
ened; and Goneral Kelly, that Ewell was advancing to New creck, 
where Fremont has his depots. The last telegram from Fremont con- 
tradicts this rumor. The last telegram from Banks says the enemy’s 
pickets aro strong in advance at Luray; the people decline to give 
any information of his whereabouts. Within the last two (2) days 
the evidence is strong that for some purpose the enemy is circulating 
rumors of Jackson’s advance in varions directions, with a view to con- 
ceal the real point of attack. Neither McDowell, who is at Manassas, 
nor Banks and Fremont, who are at Middletown, appear to bave any 
accurate knowledge of tho subject. A letter transmitted to the De- 
partment yesterday, purporting to bo dated Gordonsville on the four- 
teenth (14th) instant, stated that the actual attack was designed for 
Washington and Baltimore as soon as you attacked Richmond, but that 
the report was to bo circulated that Jackson had gone to Richmond, in 
order to mislead. This letter looked very much like a blind, and 
induces moe to suspect that Jackson’s real movement now is towards 
Richmond. It came from Alexandria, and is certainly designed, like 
the numerous rumors put afloat, to mislead. I think, therefore, that 
while the warning of the deserter to you may also bo a blind, that it 
could not safely be disregarded. I will transmit to you any further 
information on this subject that may be received here. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, Secrelary of War. 

“ Major-Genoral McCLetiay.”’ 

On the 25th, our bridges and intrenchments being at last completed, 
an advance of our picket line of the left waa ordered, preparatory to a 
general forward movement. 

Immediately in front of the most advanced redoubt on the Williams- 
burg road was a largo open fleld ; beyond that,a swampy belt of tim- 
bor, some five hundred yards wide, which had been disputed ground 
for many days. Further in advance was an open ficld, crossed by the 
Williamsburg road and the railroad, and commanded by a redoubt and 
rifle-pits of the enemy. 

It was decided to push our lines to the other side of these woods, in 
order to enable us to ascertain the nature of the ground, and to place 
Genera!s Heintzelman and Sumner in position to support the attack 
intended to be mae on the Old Tavern, on the 26th or 27th, by General 
Franklin, by assailing that position in the rear. 

Between 8 and 9 o’clock, on the morning of the 25th, the advance 
was begun by General Heintze!man’s corps. The enemy were found to 
be ia streng force all along the line, and contested the advanco stub- 
borniy, but by sunset our object was accomplished. The troops en- 
gaged in this affair were the whole of Heintzelman’s corps, Paimer’s 
brigade of Couch’s division of Keyes’ corps, and a part of Richardson’s 
division of Sumner’s corps. For the dciails I refer to the report of 
General Heintzeiman. 

The casualties on including those in Palmer’s brigade, which have 
not been reported) were as follows: officers killed,1; wounded, 14; 
missing, 1; enlisted men killed, 50 ; wounded, 337 ; missing, 63 ; total, 
616 


* The following telegrams were sent to the Secretary of War, during 
the day, from the field of operations : 
*Repovsr No. 3, June 25, 1862—1.30 P. M. 
“ We have advanced our pickets on the left considerably, under sharp 
eesistance. Our men behaved very baudsome!y. Some firing still con- 


tinues. 
“G, B. McCLELLAN, JMajor-General Commanding. 

“ Tion. E. M. Stawtoy,’’ 

“ Repount No. 3, June 25, 1862—3.15 P. M. 

‘The enemy are making a desperate resistance to the advance of 
vur picket lines. Kearney’s and one-half of Hooker’s are where I 
want them, 

“T have this moment re-enforced Hooker’s right with a brigade and 
a coupe of guns, and hope in a few minutes to finish the work intended 
for today. Our menare bebaving splendidly. The enemy are fighting 
well also. This is rota battle; merely an affair of Heintzclinan’s 
corps, supported by Keyes, and thus far all goes well. We hold every 
foot we have gained. 

“If we succeed in what wo havo undertaken, it will bo a very 
{important advantage gained. Loss not large thus far. The fighting up 
to this time has been done by Generai Hooker's division, which bas be- 
haved as usual——that is, most splendidly. 

* On our right, Porter has silenced the enemy’s batteries in his front. 

«© @. B. McCLELLAN, Afajor-General Commanding. 

“ Hon. E. M. Stayton, Secretary of War.” 

« Repount No. 3, June 25, 1862—5 P. M. 

“ The affair is over, and we have gained our point fully, and with but 
little loss, notwithstandiug the strong opposition. Our men have done 
all that could be desired. The affair was partially decided by two guns 
that Captiin De Russey brought ga'lantly into action under very diffi. 
cult circumstances. The enemy was driven from the camps in front of 
this place, and is now quict. 

“G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 
* Fion, FE. M. Stanton, Secrefary of War.” 
Also, on the same day, the following : 
 FIZApQuantTEers ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
* Camp Lincoln June 25, 1862—6.15 P. M. 

T havo Just returned from the field, and flud your dispatch in regard 
to Jackson. 

« Several contrabands, just in, give information confirming the sup- 
position that Jackson’s advance is at or noar Hanover Court-house, and 
that Beauregard ar: ived, with strong re-cnforcements, ip Riclmond, yes- 
terday. 

‘ Tinetine to think that Jackson wil! attack my right and rear. The 
rebot foree is stated at two hundred thousand (200,000,) including Jack- 
een and Bocuregard. I shall have to contend against vastly superior 
olds if these reports be true. But this army will do all ia the power of 
men to hold their position and repulse any attack. 

“ Lregret my great inferiority in numbers, but fecl that Iam in no 
way responsible for it, as I have not failed to represent repeatedly the 
necessity of re-cnforcements, that this was the decisive point, and that 
a!l the available means of the Government should be concentrated here. 
1 will do all thata general can do with the spicndid army I have the 
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The report of the chief of the ‘secret service corps,’’ herewith for- 
warded, and dated the 27th of June, shows the estimated strength of 
the enemy, at the time of the evacuation of Yorktown, to have been 
from 100,000 to 120,00. The samo report puts his numbers, on the 26th 
June, at about 180,000, and the specific information obtained regarding 
their organization warrants the belief that this estimate did not exceed 
his actual strength. It will be observed that the evidence contained in 
the report shows the following izations, viz.: two hundred regi- 
ments of infantry and cavalry, ding the forces of Jackson and Ewell, 
just arrived ; eight battalions of independent troops ; five battalions of 
artillery ; twelve companies of infantry and independent cavalry, be- 
sides forty-six companies of artillery ; amounting, in all, to from forty 
to fifty brigades. There were undoubtedly many others whose designa- 
tions we did not learn. 

The report also shows that numerous and heavy earthworks had been 
completed for the defense of Richmond, and that iu thirty-six of these 
were mounted some two hundred guns. " 

On the 26th, the day upon which I had decided as the time for our 
final advance, the eneiny attacked our right in strong force, and turned 
my attention to the protection of our communications aad depots of 
supp'y. 

‘Lhe event was a biiter confirmation of the military judgment which 
had been reiterated to my superior officers from the inception and 
through the progress of the Peninsula campaign. 

I notified the Secretary of War in the following dispatch : 

‘ H&ADQUARTERS ARMY OF Tilk PoTowac, 
Camp Lincoln, June 26, 1562—12 M. 

‘*T have just heard that our advanced eavalry pickets on the left 
bank of the Chickahominy are being driven in. It is probably Jackson’s 
advanced guard. If this be true, you may not hear from m2 for some 
days, as My communications will probably be cut off. he case is perf 
haps a difficult one, but I shall resort to desperate measures, and wil 
do my best to out-manquvre, out-wit, and out-fight the enemy. Do not 
believe reports of disaster, and do net be discouraged if you jearn that 
my Communications are cut off, and even Yorktown in possession of the 
enemy. Hope for the best, aud I will not deceive the hopes you former- 


ly placed in me. 
“ G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

“ Ton. E. M. Sraytoy, Secretary of War.” 

** HEADQUARTEES ARMY OF TiTZ PoToMAC, 
* Camp Lincoln, June 26, 1862—2.00 P. 4. 

“ Your dispatch and that of the President received. Jackson is driv- 
ing in my pickets, &c., on the other side of the Chickahominy. Itis im- 
possible to tell where re-enforcements ought to go, as I am yet unable to 
predict result of approaching battle. It will probably be better that 
they should go to Fort Monroe, and thence accordiug to state of affairs 
when they arrive. 

‘* It is not probable that I can maintain telegraphic communication 
more than an hour or two longer. 

“G. B. MCCLELLAN, Major-General. 

“Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War.” 

On the same day I received the following dispatches from the Sccro- 
tary of War: 

“ Wasnineton, June 25, 1862—11.50 P. M. 

“Your telogram of 6.15 has just been received. The circumstances 
that have hithertorendered it impossible for the Government to send 
you any more re-enforcements than bas been done, have been £0 distinctly 
stated to you by the President, that it is needless for me torepeat them. 

“Every effort has been made by the President and myself to 
strengthen you. King’s division has reached Falmouth, Shields’ divi- 
sion and Ricketts’ division are at Manassas. The President designs to 
send a part of that force to aid you as speedily as it can be done. 

“E. M. STANTON, Scerdary of War 

** Major-General G. B. McCieniay.”? 

“ Wasutnetoy, June 26, 1862—6 P. M. 

* Arrangements are being made as rapidly as possible to send you 
five thousand (5,000) men as fast as they can be brought from Man- | 
assas to Alexandria and embarked, which can be done socner than to 
wait for transportation at Fredericksburg. They will be followed by | 
more, if needed. McDowell, Banks, and Fremont’s force will ve con- | 
solidated a3 the army of Virginia, and will operate promptly in your | 
aid by land. Nothing will be spared to sustain you, and I have un- 
doubting faith in your success. Keop me advised fully of your cou 


dition, 
“EDWIN M. STANTON, Secreiary of Wur. 

*« Major-General G. B. McCie.ian.”? 

But 5,000 of the re-enforcements spoken of in these communications 
came to the army of the Potomac, aud these reached us at Harrisvu’s 
bar, after the seven days. 

In anticipation of a speedy advance on Richmond, to provide for the 
contingency of our communications with the depot at the White House 
boing severed by tho cnemy, and at the same time to be prepared for a 
change of the base of our operations to James river, if circumstances 
should render it advisable, I had mado arrangements more than a week 
previous (on tho 18th) to have transports with supplics of provisions | 
and forage, under a convoy of gunboats, sent up Jamos river. They 
reached Harrison’s faucding in time to be available for the army on its 
arrival at that point. Events soon proved this change of base to be, 
though most tazardous and difficult, the only prudent course. 

In order to relieve the troops of the 6ih corps, on the 19th of June 
General Reynolds’ and Genera} Seymour’s brigades, of Genera! McCall's 
division (l’ennsylvania reserves), were moved from Gaines’ farm to 
a position on Beaver Dam creek, General Meade’s brigade being he'd 
in reserve in front of Gaines’ farm. One regiment and a baticry 
were thrown forward to the heights overlooking Mechanicsville, auc 
a line of pickets extended along the Chickahbominy river, between 
the Mechanicsville and Meadow bridges. As bas been already stated, 
I received, while engaged on the 25:h in directing the operations of 
Heiutzelman’s corps, information which strengthened my suspicions 
that Jackson was advancing with a large force upon our right and 
rear. On this day General Casey, at the White House, was instructed 
to prepare for a vigorous resistance, and defensive works were or- 
dered at Tunstall’s station. Early on the 25th General Porter was | 
instructed to send out reconnoiiring partics towards Hanover Court- | 
house to discover the position and force of th» euemy, and to destroy 
the bridges on the Tolopotamoy as far as p-seib.e. 

Up to ths 26th of June, the operations agaiust Richmond had been 
conducted along the roads leading to it from the east and northeast. | 
The reasons (the President's anxicty about covering Washington from 

Fredericksburg, ticDowell’s promised co-operation, partial advance 
and immediate withdrawai) which compelled the choice of this line of 
approach, and our continuance pon it, Lave been alluded to above. 


PREPARATIONS TO CHANGE BASE. 

The superiority of the James River route, as a line of attack and 
supply, is too obvious to need exposition. My own opinion on that sub- 
joct had been early given, and need not be repeated here. ‘ihe dissi- 
pation of all hope of the co-operation by land of Gexeral MeVowcll’s 
forces, d dto be pied in the defense of Washington, their ina- 
bility to hold or defeat Jackson, disclosed an opportunity to the ene 
and a new danger to my right, and to the long “ue of sup 
White House to the Chickahominy, and forced an immiecciat 
base across the Penivsula. To that end, from the even.ng of the .6th, 
every energy of the army was bent. But such a change of base in the 
presence of a powerful enemy is one of the most difficult undertakings 
in war. I was confident of the valor and discipline of my braveariny, 
and knew that it could be trusted equally to retreat or advance, and to 
fight the series of battles now inevitable, whether retreating from vic- 
tories cr marching through defeats; and, ia short, 1 bai no doubt 
whatever of its ability, even against superior numbers, to fight its way 
through to the James river, and get a position whence a successful ad- 
vance upon Richmond would be again possible. Their superb conduct 
through the next seven days justifled my faith. On the same day 
General Van Viiet, chicf quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac, 
by my orders telegraphed to Colonel Ingalls, quartermaster, to the 
White House, as follows : 

* Run the cars to the last moment and load them with provisionsand 
ammunition. Load every wagon you have with subsistence and send 
them to Savago station, by way of Bottom’s bridge. Li you are obliged 
to abandon Waite House, burn everything that you cannot get off. Lou 
must throw all our supplies up the James river as soon as pussible, aud 
accompany thom yourself, with all your force. It will be of vast im- 
portance to establish our depots on James river, withcut delay, if we 

bandon White House. I will keep you advised of every movement, 50 
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honor to command, and, if it is destroyed by overwheimia s, 
can at least die with it and Share itsfate. But ifthe reault of the action 
which will probably occur to-morrow, or within a short time, is a dis- 
aster, the responsibility cannot be thrown on my shoulders ; it must 
rest where it belongs. 

«« Since I commenced this I have received additional intelligence con 
firming the supposition in regard to Jackson’s movements and Boaure 
gard’s arrival. Ishall probably bo attacked to morrow, and now go to 
the other side of the Chickahominy to arrange fer the defenze on that 
side. I fecl that there is no use in again asking for re-enforcements. 

“G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
“Hon. E. M. Sranton, Secrelary of War.” 


long as the wires work ; alter that you must exercise your own judg- 
ment. 

All these commands were obeyed. So excellent were the dispositions 
of the different officers in commund of the treops, deputs, and gunboats, 
and so timely the warning of the approach of the enemy, th:t almost 
everything was saved, and but a smal! amount of stores destroyed to 
prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy. General Stoneman’s 
communications with the main army being cut off, ho feil back upoa 
the White House, and then to Yorktown, when the White House was 
evacuated. On the 26th orders were seat to all the corps conimauders 





on the right bank of the Chickahominy to be prepared to send as many 
troops as they could spare on the following day to the left bank of the 
river, «8 will be seen by the appended telegrams. General Franklin re- 
ceived instructions to hold General Slocum’s division in readiness by 
daybreak of the 27th, and if heavy firing should at that time be heard 
in the direction of General j’orter, to move it at once to his assistance, 
without further orders. At noon on the 26th the approach of the enemy 
who had crossod above Meadow bridge, was discovered by the advanc 
pickets at that point, and at 12.30 P. M. they were attacked and driven 
in. All the pickets were now cailed in, and the regiment and battery 
at Mechanicsville withdrawn. 
THE BATTLE AT MECHANICSVILLE. 

Meade’s brigade was ordered up as a reserve, in rear of the line, and 
shortly after Martindale’s and Griffia’s brigades, of Morrell’s division, 
were m-oved forward and deployed on the right of McCall’s division, to- 
ward Shady Grove charch, to cover that flank. Neither of these three 
brigades, however, were warmly engaged, though twe of Griffin’s regi- 
ments relieved a portion of Reyuolds’ line just at the close of the action. 
‘rue position of our troops was & strong one, extending along the left 
bank of Beaver Dam creck, the left resting on the Chickahominy, and 
the right ia thick wood beyoud the upper road from Mechanicsville to 
Coal harbor. The lower or river read crossed the creck st Ellison’s 
mills. Seymour’s brigade held the left of tho line from the Chickahom- 
iny to beyond tho mull, partly in woods and partly in cleared ground, 
and Reynolds’ the right, principally in the woods, and covering the 
upper road. The artillery occupied positions commanding the roads and 
the open ground across the creek. Timber had been felled, rife-pits 
dug, and the position generally prepared with @ care that greatly con- 
tributed to the success of the day. The passage of the creck was diffl- 
cult along the whole front and impracticable for artillery, except by the 
two roads where the miin efforts of the enemy were directed. At3 P.M. 
he formed his line of battle, rapidly advanced his skirmishers, and soon 
attacked our whole line, making, at the same time, a determined attempt 
to force the passage of the upper road, which was successfully re- 
sisted by General Reynolds. Alter a severe struggle he was forced 
to retire with very heavy loss. A rapid artillery tire with desultory 
skirmishing was maintained along the whole front, while the en:my 
massed his troops for another elfurt at the lower read about 
two hours later, which was likewise repu'sed by General Seymour, 
with heavy slaughter. ‘The firing ceased, and the enemy retired 
about 9 P. M., the action having lasted six hours. But few, ifany, of 
Jackson’s troops were engaged on this day. The portion of the enemy 
encountered were chiefly from the troops on the right bauk of the river, 
who crossed the Meadow bridge and Mechanicsville. The information 
in my possession soon after the close of this action, convinced me that 
Jackson was really approaching in large force. The position on Beaver 
Dam creek, although as successfully defended, had its right fank toe 
much in the air, and was too far from the main army to make it avail- 
able to retain it longer. I therefore detcrmined to send the heavy guns 
at Hogan’s and Gaines’ houses over the Chickahominy during the night, 
with as many wazons of the Fifth corps as possible, and to withdraw 
the corps itself to a position stretching around the bridges, where its 
flanks would be reasonably secure, and it would be within supporting 
distance of the main army, General lVorter carried out my orders to 
that effect. It was not advisable at that time, even had it been practi- 
sable, to withdraw the Fifth corps to the right bank of the Chickahbom- 
my. Such a muyement would haye exposed the rear of the army, 
place’ us betwe.n two fires, and enabled Jackson’s fresh troops to in- 
tercept the movment to James river, by crossing the Chickahominy in 
the vicinity of Jones’ bridge, before we could zeach Malvern hill with 
our trains. I determined then to resist Jackson with the Fifth 
corps, reinforced by all our dispcseble trovps in the new position 
near the bridge heads, ia order to cover the withdrawal of the trains 
and heavy gus, and to give time for the atrangements to secure 
the adoption of the James river as our line of supplies. in Meu of 
the Pamuaky. The greater part of the heavy guus aud the wagons 
having been moved to the right bank of the Chickahominy, the deticate 
operation of withdrawing the troops from Beaver Dam creck was com- 
menced shortiy before daylicht, and successfully executed. Meade’s 
and Grifflu’s brigades were the first to leave the ground ; Seymour’s 
brigade covered the rear, with the horse-batteries of Captain Robert- 
s0n and Titbali; but the withdrawal was so skillful and gradual, and 
the repulse of the preceding day so complete, that although the enemy 
followed the retreat slowly and some skirmishing occurred, he did not 




























| appear in froutof the rear line in free till about noon of the 27th, 
| when we were prepared to receive him. About this time General 


Porter, believing that General Stoneman would be cut off from him, 
sent him orders to fall back ou the White House, and afterward rejoia 
the army as best be could. 

THE BATTLE OF GAINES’ MILL. 

On the morning of the 27U of June, during the withdrawal of bis 
troops from Meciianicsville to the selecte. position already mentioned, 
General Porter telegraphed as fol B: 

“ T hope to do witiwit aid, though I request that Franklin’s, or some 
ether command, be held ready tv reinforce me. The enemy are so 
close that I expect to be bard pressed in front. I hope to havea portion 
in position to cover the retreat. This is a delicate movement, but rely- 
ing on the good qualities of the commanders of divisions and brigades, 
I expect to get back and hold the new line.” 

This shows how closely Porter’s retreat was followed. Notwith- 
standing all the effurts used during the entire night to remove the 
heavy guns ome of the siege-guns were still in posiv.on 
at Gaines’ hor ise, and were finally hauled off by hand. 

( e Fifth corps was about an are of a circle, cov- 
3 to the bridges which connected our right wing 
with the troops on the opposite side of the river. Morrili’s division 
held the left of the line in a strip of woods on the left bank of the 
Gaines’ mi!l stream, resting its lett flank on the descent to the Chicka- 
hominy, which was swept by our artillery on both sides of the river, 
and extending iuto open ground on the right toward New Coal harbor. 
In tho line, General Butterfield’s brigade held the extreme left, 





















| General Martindale’s joiucd his right, and Gencral Griffin, still further 


to the right, joined the left of General Sykes’ division, which, party 
in woods and partly in open ground, extended in rear of Coal harbor. 
Fach brigade had in reserve two ofits own regiments. McCall’: division 
having been engaged the day before, was formed in a second line ia 
rear of the first, Meale’s brigade on the left, near the Chickahominy 

Reynolds’ brigade on the right, covering the approaches from Coa 

harbor and Dispatch station to Sumner’s bridge, and Seymour's in 
recorve to the second line. Still further in the rear Geueral P. St. 
George Cocke, with five companies of the Fifth regular cavalry, 
two squadrons of the First regulars, and threo squadrons of the 
Sixth Pennsylvannia cavalry (iancers), was posted behind a hil 
in rear of the pesition and mear the Chickahominy, to aid in 
watching the Ieft flank and defending the slope to the river. The 
troops were all in position by noon, with the artillery on the command- 
ing ground, and in the intervals between the divisions and brigades. 
Besides the division batteries, there were Robe:tson’s and Tidball’s 
herse batteries, from the artillery reserve; the latter posted on the 
right of Sykes’ division, and the former on the extreme left of the line, 
in the valley of the Chickahominy. Shortly after noon,the enemy was 
discovered approaching in force, and it soon became evident that the en- 
tire position was to be attacked. His skirmishers advanced rapidly, 
and soon the firing became heavy along our whole front. At 2P. M. 
Genera! Porter asked for reinforcements. Slocum’s division, of thé 
Sixth corps, was ordered to cross the left bank of the river, by Alcxan- 
der’s bridge, and proceed to his support. General Porter’s first call for 
reinforcements, through General Barnard, did not reach me, nor his de- 
mand for more, through the same officer. By 3 P. M. the engagement 
had become so severe,and the enemy were so greatly superior in pum- 
bers, that the entire second line and reserves had been moved forward 
to sustain the first line against repeated and desperate assaults along our 
whole front. At3:30P. M.Slocum’s division reached the fleld, and 
was immediately brought into action at the weak points of our line. 
On the left the combat was for the strip of woods running almest 
at right angies to the Chickahominy in front of Adams’ house, or 
between that aud Gaines’ house; the enemy several times charged 
up to this wood, but were each time driven back with heavy loss. 
The regulars of Sykes’ division on the right also repulsed severa! 
strong atiacks. But our owa loss, under the tremenduous fire of such 
greatly superior numbers, was very severe, and the troops, most of 
whom had been under arms more than two days, were rapidly becom- 
ing exhausted by the masses of fresh men constantly brought against 
them. When General Slocum’s division arrived on the ground it in- 
creased Gencral Porter’s force to some thirty-five thousand, wko were 
probably contending against about seventy theusand of the enemy. 
The line was severely pressed in several points, and as its being 
Pierced at any one would bave been fatal, it was unavoidabie for Geno- 
ral Porter, who was required to hold his position until night, to divide 
Slocum’s division, and send parts of it, even single regiments, to the 
Poiats most threatened. About 5 P. M., General Porter having 
reported hig position as critical, French’s and Meagher’s brigades, of 
Richardson’s division (Third corps), were ordered to cross to his sup- 
port. Theenemy attacked again, in great force, at 6 P.M., but failed 
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to break our lines, although our loss was very heavy. About 7 P. M., 
they threw fresh troops against General Porter with still greater 
fury, end finally regained the woods held by our Ieft, This 
reverse aided by the confusion that followe’, n unsuccessful 
charge by tive companies of the Fifth cavalry, and followed as 
it was by more determined assaults on the romainder of our lines, now 
outflanked, caused a general retreat from our ition to the bill in the 
rear overlooking tho bridge. French’s and Meagher’s brigades now 
appeared, driving before them tho stragglers who were thronging to- 
ward the bridge. These brigades advanced boldly to the front, and by 
their example as well as by the steadiness of their bearing, reanimated 
our own troops and warned the enemy that reinforcements had ar- 
rived. It wasnow dark. The enemy, already repulsed several times 
with terrible slanguter, and hearing the shouts of fresh troops, failed 
to follow up their advantage. This gave an opportunity to rally our 
men behind the brigades of Generals French and Meagher, and they 
again advanced up the hill, ready to repulse another attack. During 
the night our thinned and exhausted regiments were all withdrawn in 
gafety, and by the following morning all had reached the other 
side of the stream. The regular infantry formed tho rear guard, 
and about 6 o’olock on the morning of the 28th, crossed the river, 
destroying tho bridge behind them. Our loss in this battie, ia 
killed, wounded, and missing, was very heavy cspecially in 
officers, many of whom were killed, wounded, or taken prisoners 
while gallantly leading on their men, or rallying them to re- 
newed exertions. It is impossible to arrive at tho exact num- 
ber lost in this desperate engagement, owing to the series of battles 
which followed each other in quick succession, and in which the whole 
army was engaged. No general retorns were made rntii afler we had 
arrived at Harrison’s landing, when tho losses durin, the whole seven 
days were estimated together. Although we were inaliy forced from 
our first line after the enemy had been repeatedly driven back, yet the 
object sought for had been obtained. The enemy had been held at bay, 
our siege guns and material were saved, and the right wing had now 
joined the main body of the army. Tho number of guns captured by, 
the enemy at this battle was twonty-two, three of which were lost by. 
being run off the bridge during tho final withdrawal. Great credit is 
due for the efficiency and bravery with which this important arm of the 
service (the artillery) was fought, and it was not until the last success- 
fol charge of the enemy that the cannoncers wero driven from their 
pieces or struck down, and the guns captured. Diedrich’s, Knierim’s, 
and Grimm’s batterics took position during the engagement in font of 
Gencral Smith’s line, on the right bank of the stream, and with a bat- 
tery of siege-guns, served by the First Connecticut Artillery, helped to 
drive back the enemy in front of Gencral Porter. 


THE RIGHT BANK OF THE CHICKAHOMINY, 


So threatening were the movements of the enemy on both banks of 
the Chickahominy, that it was impossible to decide, until the afternoon, 
where the real attack would be made. Large forces of infantry wero 
geen, during the day, near the old tavern, on Franklin’s right, and 
threatening demonstrations were frequently made along the entire line 
on this side of the river, which rendered it necessary to hold a consid- 
erable force in position to meet them. On the 26th a circular was sent 
to the corps commanders on tho right bank of tho river, asking them 
how many of their troops could be spared to reinforce General Porter, 
after retaining sufficient to hold their positions for twenty-four hours. 
To this the following replies were received : 

HEADQUARTERS, THIRD i} 


June 26—4 P. M. 
General R. B. Marcy: 
I think I can bold the Intrenchments with four brigades for twenty - 
four hours. That would leave two brigades disposable for service om 
the other side of the river ; but the men are #0 tired and worn ont that 


1 fear they would not be in a condition to fight after making a march cf 
. * 2 * 


apy distance. s s ® 
8. P. Hemrzrtuar, 
Brigadier-Genera! 

Telegrams from General Heintzelman, on the 26th and 26th, had indi- 
cated that the enemy was in large force in front of Generals Hooker and 
Kearney, and on the Charles City road (Longstreet, Hill, and Hug-r), 
and General Heintzelman expressed the opinion, on the night of the 
©5th, that he could not hold his adyanced position without reinfi 7- 
ments. 

General Keys telegraphed : ‘* As to how many mea will be able to 
hold this position for twenty-four hours, I must answer, all have, if 
the enemy is as strong as ever in front, it having at all times appested 
to me that our forces on this flank are small enough.” 

On the mornivg of the 27th, the following dispatch was sent to Gen- 
eral Sumner * 

Heanquakters ARMY OF THs Poro¢ac, 
January 27—8 : 45, A. M. } 
General E. V. Sumner, commanding Second Army Corps: 

Gencral Smith just reports that six or eight regiments haye maved 
down to the woods in front of General Sumner. 

(Rigued) R. B. Marcy, Chief of Stal. 

At 11 o'clock, A. M., General Sumner telegraphed as follows: The 

enemy threaten an attack on my right, near Smith.” At 12:20,P.M., 
he telegraphed: ‘‘Sharp shelling on both sides.” At 2:45, P. M.: 
‘ Sharp musketry firing in front of Burns; we are replying with artil- 
lery and infantry. The man on the lockout reports some troops drawn 
up in line of battle about opposite my right and Smith’s left; the num- 
ber cannot bo made out.”? 
__In accordance with orders given on the night of the 26th, General 
Slocum’s division commenced crossing the river, to support General 
Porter, soon after daybreak on the morning of the 27th; but, as the 
firing in front of General Porter ceased, the movement was suspended. 
At 2, P. M., General Porter called for reinforcements. I ordered them 
at once, and 3:25, P. M., sent him the following: 


‘* Slocum is now crossing Alexander’s bricge with his whole com- | 


mand. Enemy has commenced an infantry attack on Smith’s left. I 
bave ordered down Sumner’s and Heiutzelman’s reserves, and you can 
count on the whole of Siccum’s. Goon as you have begun.”? 

_ During the day the following dispatches were reccived, which will 
show the condition of affairs on the right bank of the Chickahominy : 


1 Colonel A. V. Colburn. A. A. G.: Junw 27, 1362. 


General Smith thinks that the enemy is massing heavy colcmns in 
the clearings to the right of James Garnett’s house and on the other 
fide of the river, opposite it. 
moving from Su 
good ; made by $ 

(Signed) 





mith. 


W. B. Fraxrux, 
Brigadier-General. 
. Aftewards he telegraphed: ‘The enemy has begun an attack on 
peer ay left with infantry. Iknow no details.” Afterward the fol- 
sweat ae eure aoe spenne ou Smith from a battery of three 
feces to the right of the White House. Our sholis are bursti 1 
aod Smith thinks Sumner w porn age 
Wiil silence them.”’ 
to General Keyes: 
“* Please Send me one brigade of 


ters without delay. A staff officer will be hero to direct the brigade 


where to go.”” 
— sequently the following was sent to Generals Sumner and Frank- 


‘Is there any sign of the en 





emy being in your front? Can yous 
any more forces to be sent to Geueral V’orter? Answer at ence.” niall 
“teen ; shiak ten - iy 5 received from General Franklin : 
4 udm Trucen oO take by RB rooP ) 
Present.’? a e€ aby more troops from here at 
ry Sumuer replied as follows : 
“If the General desires to trnst the defens iti 
Ted e esires rest cefense of my position to m 
fr oe alone, I can ser 1 French with three regimcnis and Meagher 
With his b bt—every thing iS SO ULCcertain. I think it 





rigace tothe r 
hazardous to do it. 
These iw brigades were sen reinfor r 
Proved brigades were sent to reinforce General Porter, as bas been 
At 5: 25, P. M:, Tsent the following to General Franklin : 
3 Porter is hard pressed. It is not a question of prudence, but of 
F Esibilities. Can you possibly maintain your position until dark with 
ae brigades? I have ordered eight regiments of Sumner’s to support 
oricr, ope brigade of Couch’s to this place. > ad ad 


- utzelman’s reserve to g0 in rear of Sumner. If possible, send a 
S 












ee support Porter. It should follow the regiments ordered from 
At 7.35, F. M., the following was sent to General Sumner : 
. ‘If it is possible, send another brigade to reinforce General Smith. 
bos naetee J columns of infantry are moving on him.” 

core i tue foregoing dispatches it will beseen that all disposable troops 
pry oy from the right bank of the river to reinforce General Porter, 
thet at the corps commanders were left with smaller forces to hold 
pee oi than they deemed adequate. Te have done more, even 
con orter’s reverse had been prevented, would have had stil! more 

srous Tesult of imperiling the whole movement across the !’enin- 

tua . 


p : Three regiments are reported to be | 
mner’s to Smith’s front, The arrangements are very | 


n iil soon have @ cross-fire upon them that | 
Afterward (at 5:50 P. M.) the folicwing was sent | 


Couch’s division to these headquar- | 


CONCENTRATION us THE ARMY. 


The operations of this day proved the numerical superiority of the 
enemy, and made it evident tbat while he had a army on the west 
bank of the Chickahominy, which had already turned our right, and 
was in position to intercept the communications with our depot at the 
White House, he was aiso in large forco between our army and Rich- 
mond. I thcreforeeffected a junction of our forces. This might proba- 
bly have been executed on either side of the Chickahominy, and if the 
concentration bad been effected on tho left bank, it is possible we 
might, with our entire force, have defeated the enemy there; but at 
that time they held the roads leading to the White House, so that it 
would have been impossible to have sent forward supply trains in ad- 
vance of the army in that direction, and the guarding of those trains 
would have seriously embarrassed our operations injthe battle we would 
have been compelled to fight, if concentrated on that bank of the river. 
Moreover, we would at once have been followed by the enemy’s forces 
upon the Richmond side of the river, operating upon our rear, and if, 
in the chances war, we had been ourselves defeat- 
ed in the effort, we would have been forced 
back to the White House, and, sae, to Fortress 

fonroe. And as both our flank and rear would then have been entirely 
exposed, our entire supply train, if not the greater part of the army 
itself, might have been Jost. The movements of the enemy showed 
that they expected this, and as they themselves acknowledge, they 
were prepared to cut off our retreat in that direction. I, therefore, 
concentrated all our forces on the right bank of the river. During the 
night of the 26th, and morning of the 27th, allour wagors, heavy guns, 
&c., were gathered there. It may be asked why, after the concentra- 
tion of our forces on the right bank of the Cnickahominy, with a large 
part of the enemy drawn away from Richmond, I did not, instead of 
striking for James river, fifteen miles below that place, at once march 
direotly on Richmond, It will be rcmembered that at tlits junction 
the enemy was on our rear, and there was every reason to believe that 
he would sever our communication with the supply depot at the White 
House. We had on hand but a limited amount of rations, and if we had 
advanced directly on Richmond, it wouid have required considerable 
time to carry the strong works around that place, during which our men 
would have been destitute of food, and evenif Richmond had fa‘len before 
our arms, the enemy would have still have occupied our supply commu- 
nications between that place and the boats and turned the disaster 
into victory. If, on the other band, the enemy had conccntrated all his 
forces at Richmond during the progress of the attack and we had been 
defeated, we must, in all probability, have lost our trains before reaching 
the flotilla. The battles which continued day after day in the progress of 
our flank movement to the James River, with the exception of the one 
at Gaines’s mill were successes to our arms ‘and the closing engagement 
at Malvern Hill was the most decisive of all. 


THE MOVEMENT TO JAMES RIVER. 


On the evenmg of the 27th of June: assembled the corps command. 
ers at my headquarters and informed them of my plans, its reaeons, 
aud my choice of route and method of execution. Gen. Keyes was di- 
rected to move his corps, with its artillery and baggage, across the 
White Oak swamp bridge, and to seize strong [positions on the opposite 
eide of the swamp, to cover the passage of the other troops and trains. 
This was executed on the 28th by noon. Before daybreak on the 28th I 
went to Savage’s station, and remained there during the day and night 
directing the withdrawal of the trains and supplics of the army. Or 
ders were given to the different commanders to Icad their wagons witl 
ammunition and provisions and the necessary baggage of the officers 
and men, and to destroy all property which could not be transported 
with the army. Orders were also given to leave with ihose of the sick 
and wounded who could not bo transported, a proper complement of 
| surgeons and attendants, with s bountiful supply of rations and medi- 





cal stores. Tho large herd of 2.500 beef cattle was, by the chief com- 
| missary, Colonel Clarke, transferred to the James river without loss. 
+ On the morning of the 28th, while General Franklin was withdrawing 
| his command from Golding’s farm,the enemy oyened upon General 
Smith’s division ‘from Garnett’s bill, from the valley above, and 
from Gaines’ bill on the opposite side of the Chick. hominy, 
and shorily afterward two Georgia regiments attempted to 
carry the works about to be vacated ; but this attack was repulecd by 
the Twenty-third New York and the Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, on picket, and a section of Mott’s battery. Porter’s corps was 
moved across White Oak swam» during the day and night, and took up 
positions covering the roads leading from Richmond toward the White 
Oak swamp and Long bridge. McCall’s division was ordered on the 
night of the 28th to move across the swamp and take a proper position 
to assist in covering the remaining troopsand trains. During the same 
bight the corps of Sumuer and Heintzciman, and the division of Smith, 
were ordered to an interior line, the left restivg on Keyes’ old intrench- 
ments ard curving to tie right, so as to cover Sayage’s Station. Gene- 
ral Slocum’s division of Franklin’s corps was ordered to Savage's station 
in reserve. They were ordered to hold the position unti, dark of the 
20:h, in order to cover the withd:awal of the trains, and then to fa!: 
back across the swav:p and vniie with the remainder of the army. 
LETTER TO SECRETARY STANTON. 
On the night of the 28th I sent the following to the Secretary of War : 
Heapquakrers ARMY oF THE P’oromac, 
SavaGe’s Sratiox, 
June 23, 1862—12.20, A. M. 

I now know tho full history of the day. On this side of the river—the 
right bank—we repu!sed several strong attacks. On the left bank our 
men did all that mon could do, all that soldiers could accomplish ; but 
they were overwhelmod by vastly superior numbers, even after I 
brought my last reserves intoaction. The loss on both sides is terrible. 
I believe it will prove to be the most terrible battle of the war. The sad 
remnants of my men behave as men, those battalions who fought most 
bravely, and suffered most, are still in the best order. The regulars 
were superb, and I count upon what are ieft to turn another battle in 
company with their gallant comrades of the volunteers. Had I twenty 
thousand (20,000) or even ten thousand (10,000) fresh troops to use to- 
morrow, I could take Richmond ; but I have not a man in reserve, and 
shall be glad to cover my retreat and save the material and per- 
sonnel of the army. If we have lost the day, we have yet preserv- 
ed our honor, and no one need binsh for the Army of the Potomac. I 
| have lost this battle because my force was too small. I again repeat 
| that Iam not respousible for this, and I say it with the earnestness ofa 
general who feels in his heart the loss of every brave man who has been 
} needlessiy sacrificed to-day. Istili hope to retrieve our fortunes; but 
to do this the Government must view the matter in the game earnest 
light that I do. _ You must send me very large reinforcements, and send 
them atonee. % shall draw back to this side of the Chickahominy, and 
I think I can withdraw all our material. Picase understand that in this 
battle we have lost nothing but men, and those the best we have. In 
addition to what I have already said, I only wish to say to the President 
that I think he is wrong in regarding meas ungenerous when I said that 
my force was too weak—I merely intimated a truth which to-day has 
been too plainly proven. If, at this instant, I could dispose of (10,000) 
ten thousand fresh men, I could gain the victory to-morrow. I know 
that a few thousand more men would have changed the battle from 2 
defeat toa victory. As it is, tha Government must not, and cannot, 
hold me responsible for the result. I feel too earnestly to-night—I have 
seen too many dead and wounded comrades to feel othorwise, than that 
the Government has not sustained the army. If you do not do 60 now. 
| the game is lost. IfI save this army now, [tell you plainly that I owe 
| no thanks to you, cr to any other person in Washington. You have done 


your best to sacrifice this army. 
G. B. McCreiax. 
To Hon. E. M. Stanton. 


The headquarters camp at Savage's station was broken up early on the 
morning of the 29th, and moved across the White Oak Swamp. As the 
essential part of the day’s operations was the passage of the train: 
across the swamp and their protection against attack from the directio: 
of New Market and Richmond, as wel! a3 the immediate and secure es 
tablishment of cur communications with the gunboats, I passed th 
day in examining the ground, directing the posting of the troops, an 
securing the uninterrupted movementof the trains. Ina the afternoon | 
instructed General Keyes to move during the night to James River, an 
oceupy a defensive position near Malvern Hill, to sscure our extrem 
left fank. Genoral F. J. Porter was ordered to follow him and prolon 
the line towards the rigut. Tao trains were to be pushed on towar 
Jamos River in rear of this corps, and placed under the protection c 
the gunboats as they arrived. A sharp skirmish with the enemy’: 
cavairy early this day, on the Quaker road, showed that his effort 
were about to be directed toward impeding our progress to the rive: 
and rendercd my presence in that quarter necessary. 

‘* BATTLE OF ALLEN’S FARM.”’ 

General Sumner-racated his works at Fair Oaks on June 29, at day 
light, and marched his commaud to Orchard station, halting at Allen’: 
Field, between Orchard and Savage’s station. The divisions of Richard 
son and Seigwick were formed on the right cf the railroad, facing to 
| Wards Richmond. Richardson holding the right, and Sedgwick joinin 
| the right of Heiutzolman’s corps. The first line of Richardson’s div’ 











510n was held by General French, General Caldwell su) 


second. A log building in front of Richardson’s division was he'd by 
Colonel Brooks with one regiment (Fifty-third Pennsylvania volunteers), 
with Hazzard’s battery, on an elevated piece of ground, a little in rear 
of Colonel Brooks’ command. At 9, A. M., enemy commenced‘sa 
furious attack on the right of General Sedgwick, but wore repulsed. The 
enemy 


left of yoo 5 was next attacked, the in 
vain to carry position of Colonel Brooks ; Captain *$ bat- 
tery, and Captain Pettit’s » which antrweete it, were 


served with great effect, while Fifty-third Pennsylvania kept u 
steady fire on the advancing enemy, compelling pnp last to rellte 
in disorder. The enemy renewed the attack three times, but were as 
often repulsed. 

BATTLE OF SAVAGE'S STATION. 


General Slocum arrived at Savage’s station at an early hour 
28th, and wag ordered to cross White Oak swamp, and relieve = 
Keyes’ corps. As soon as General Keyes was , he moved 
towards James river, which he reached in safety with all his artillery 
and baggage early on the morning of the 30th, and took upa beiow 
Turkey Creek bridge. During the morning General Franklin heard that 
the enemy, after having repaired the bridges, was crossing the Chicka- 
hominy in large foree, and advancing toward Savage's station. He 
communicated this information to at Allen’s farm, and 
moved Smith’s division to Savage’s station. A little after noon General 
Sumner united his forces with of General Franklin, and assumed 
command. I had ordered General Heintzolman, with his corps, to hold 
the Williamsburg road until dark, at a point where were several fiold- 
works, and a skirt of timber between these works and the railroad ; but 
he fell back before night, and crossed White Qak Swamp at Brockett’s 
ford, General Sumner, in his report of the battle of Savage's station, 
says: 

‘‘When the enemy appeared on the Williamsburg road, I could not 
imagine why General Heintzelman did not attack him, and not until 
some time afterward did I learn that General Heintzelman had ieft the 
field, and retreated with his whole corps (about fifteen thousand 
men) before the action commenced. is tion might have been 
attended with the most disast:o.us consequences, and, although we beat 
the enemy signaily, and drove him from the field, we should certainly 
have given him a more crushing blow if General Heintzelman had been 
there with his corps.’”’ General Heintzelman, in his report of the oper- 
ations of his corps, says: 

‘On the night of the 28th of June I received orders to withdraw the 
troops of corps from the advanced position they had taken on the 25th 
of June, and to occupy the intrenched lines about amile in therear. A 
map Was sent me showing the positions General Sumner’s and General 
Franklin’s corps would occupy. About sunrise the next day, our 
troops slowly foll back to the new position, cautiously followed by the 
enemy, taking possession of our ¢amp3 as soon as we left them. 
From some misapprehension, General Sumner held a more advanced 
position than was indicated on the map furnished me, there being a 
space of about three-fourths of a mile between the right of his corps 
and Geneon Smith’s division of General Franklin’s corps. 

* = e 


“ Atll, A. M., on the 29th, the enemy commenced an attack on Gen- 
eral Sumuer’s troops, a few shells failing within my lines. Late in the 
forenoon reports reached mo that the rebels were in possession of Dr. 
Trent’s house, ouly a mile and a half from Savago’s station. I sent sev- 
era! cavalry reconnoisances, and flaally was satisfied of the fact. Generat 
Franklin came to my headquarters w Llearned of the interval be- 
tween his left and General Sumner’s right, in which space Dr. Trent’s 
house is. Also, that the rebels had repaired one of the bridges across 
the Chickahominy, and were advancing. * * * * 

» + s I rode forward to see General Sumner, and 
met hia troops falling back on the Williamsburg road, through my lines. 
General Sumner informed me that he intended to make a stand at 
Savage’s station, and for me to join him, to determine his position. 

‘* This movement of General Sumaor uncovered my right fink, and it 
became necessary for me to at once withdraw my troops. 
* * * * * * * s 

‘IT rode back to find General Sumner. After geome delay, from the 
mass of troops in the field, I found him, and learned that tie course of 
action had been determined on ; so returned to give the n ordere 
for the destruction of the railroad cars, ammunition, and provisions still 
remaining on the ground. 

* +. ~ + * a e s . 

‘‘The whole open space near Savage’s station was crowded with 
troops, more than I supposed could be brought in action judiciously. 
An gid from the commanding general had, in the morning, reported to 
me to ‘ point out a road across the White Oak swamy, starting from the 
left of General Kearney’s position, and leading by Brasket’s ford.’ 

* + * * * a 


The advance of the column reached the Charles City road at 644, P. M., 
and the rear at 10 P. M., without accident.” 

The orders given by ms to Generals Sumner, Heintzelman, and Frank- 
lin were to hoid the positions assigned thom until dark. As stated by 
General Heiutzelman, General Sumuer did not oceupy the designated 
position ; but as he was the senior officer present, on that side of the 
White Oak swamp, he may have thought that the movements of th 
enemy justified a deviation from the letter of the orders. It appears 
from his report that he assumed command of ail the troops near 
Savage's station, and determined to resist the enemy there, and that 
he gave Genera! Heiutzsiman orders to hold the same position as 
I bad assigned him., Tho aid sent by me to General Heintzelman, 
to point out the road across the swamp, was to guide him in retiring 
after dark. On reaching Savage’s Station, Sumner’s and Franklin’s 
commands were drawn up in iine of battle, in the large open ficld 
to the left of tho railroad, tho left resting on the edge of the woods, 
and the right extending down to the railroad. General Brooks, with his 
brigade, held the woods to tho left of the ficld, where he did excellent 
service, receiving a wound, but retaining his command, General Han- 
cock’s brigade was thrown iuto the woods on the right and front. At 4, 
P.M., the enemy commenced his attack in large force, by the Williams- 
burg road. It was gallantly mot by General Burn’s brigade, supported 
and reinforced by two lines in reserve, and finally by the New York 
fixty-ninth. Hazzard’s and Petti’s batteries again doing good sorvice. 
Osborne’s and Bramhail’s batteries also took part effectively in this ac- 
tion, which was continued with great obstinacy until between 8 a 
P. M.. when the enemy were driven from the field. Immediately after 
the battle, orders were repeated for all the troops to fall back and cross 
White Oak swamp, which we accomplished during the night in good 
order. By midnight all the troops were on the road to White Oak 
swamp bridge, General French, with his brigade, acting as rear-guard, 
and at 5A. M.,on the 30th, all had crossed, and the bridge was des- 
troyed. 

OPERATIONS ON THE 80ru. 

On the afternoon of the 29th, I gave to the commanders theit 
instructions for the operations of the following day. As stated before, 
Porter’s corps was to move forward to James river, and with tho corps 
of General Keyes, to occupy a position at or near Turkey bend, in a line 
perpendicular to the river, thus covering the Charles City road to Rich- 
mound, opening communication with the gunboats, cover the 
passage of the supply trains, which we, pushed forward as rapidly as 
possible upon Huxall’s plantation. The remaining corps were pressed 
onward and posted so as to guard the approaches from Richmond, as 
well as the crossings of White Oak swamp, over whieh the army had 
passed. General Franklin was ordered to hold the passage of White 
Oak Swamp bridge, and cover the withdrawal of the trains from that 
‘point. His command consisted of his own corps, with General Rich- 
ardson’s division, and General Naglee’s brigade, placed under his orders 
for the occasion. General Slocum’s division was on the right of th 
Charles City road. On the morning of the 30th I gave the 
commanders within reach instructions their 
I found that, notwithstanding all tho my 
staff and other officers, the roads were b 
there was great difficulty in keeping the trains in 
peer officers whom [ had sent forward on the 28 
the woods, had neither returned nor sent in any 
and Generals Keyes and Portor had been delayed, 
road, the other in repairing an old road, had not 
any information. We then knew of but one road for the movement 
the troops and our immense trains. It was therefore necessary to 
post the tr in advance of this road as well as our limited know: 
of the ground permitted, so as to cover the movement of the trains ia 
the rear I then examined tho whole line from the — to the left, 
giving fina instractions for the posting Of troops, and obstruc- 
tiong of the roads toward Richmond ; and all corps 
digected to hold their positions until the trains had passed, after which 
amore concentrated position was to be taken up near James River. 
Our force was too small to occupy and 
White Oak Swamp to the river, exposed as it 
verse by a movement across the lower 
the Chickahominy belowthe swamp, Moreover, the 
greatly exhausted, and required rest in a more secure position 
tcnded my examinations of the country as far as Huxall’s, 
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—————— 
tue oy ysuscucs to Malvern, which position I perceived to bo the key te 
our position ta this quarver,aud was thus enabled to expedite very con: 
siderably the passage of tho trains, and to rectify the positions of the 


troops. 
Seecything being then quiet, I sont aids to the different corps com- 
manders to inform them what I had done on the left, and to bring ma 
returned 


{uformation of the condition of affairs on the right. I from 
Malvern to Huxa!i's, and having made ar; ents for instant com- 
munication from Malvern by signals, went on board of Captain Rodg- 
ers’ gunboat, lying near, toconfer with him in reference tothe condition 
of our supply vesselg, and the stateof things on the river. It was his 
opinion that it would be necossary for the army to fall back to a position 
below City Point, as tho channel there was go near the southern shore 
that it would not bo possible to bring up tho transports, should the 
enemy occupy it. Harrison’s Ianding, was, in his opinion, the nearest 
suitable = Upon the termination of the interview T retaraed to 
Malvern - and remained there till shortiy before daylight, 


BATTLE OF NELSON'S FARM OR GLENDALRB. 

Oo the morning of the 30th General Sumner was ordered to march 
with Sedgwick’s division toGlendale (Nelson’s farm). General Mc- 
Call’s division (Peunsy!vania reserves) was halted during the morniag 
on the New Market road, just in advance of tho point where the road 
tarns of to Quaker Church. This line was formed perpendicularly to 
the Now Market road, with Meado’s brigale on the right, Seymour’s 
on the left, and Reynold’s brigade, commanded by Colonel 8S. G. Sim- 
mons, of the Fifth Pennsylvania, in reserve ; Randall’s regular battery 
on tho right, Kern’s and Cooper’s batteries opposite the centre, and 
Deitrich’s and Kancrhun’s batteries, of the Artillery reserve, on the 
teft—all in frout of the infantry line. The country in Gencral McCal!’s 
front was an open ficld, intersected toward the right by the New Market 
road, and asmall strip of timber parallel toit. The open front was 
about eight hundred yards ; its depth about one thousand yards. On 
the morning of the 3uth, General Heintzelman ordered the bridge at 
Brackett’s ford to be destroyed, and trees to be felled across 
that road and the Charlies City Road. General Slocum’s divi- 
sion was to extend to tho Charles City road. General 
Kearney’s left to connect with General Slocum’s left. Genera: McCall’s 

ition was to the left of the Bridge road, in connection with 
moral Kearney’s left, and General Hooker was on the left of General 
McCall. Between 12 and 1 o’clock tho enemy opened a fierce cannonade 
upon the divisions of Smith’s, Richardson’s, and Nagleo’s brigades, at 
White Oak Swamp bridge. This artillery fire was continued by the 
enemy through the day, and he crossed some infantry below our posi- 
tion. Richardson’s divisions suffered severely. Captain Ayres directed 
our artillory with great effct. Captain Hazzard’s battery, aftor losing 
many cannoncers, and Captain Hazzard being mortally wounded, was 
compelled to retire. It was replaced by Pettit’s battery, which par- 
tlally silenced the enemy's guns. General Franklin held his ition 
until after dark, repeatedly driving back the enemy in their attempts to 
cross the White Oak Swamp. At 2 o’cloch*in the day the enemy were 
reported advancing in furee by the Charles City road, and at 234 o’clock 
the attack was made down tho road on General Slocum’s left, but was 
checked by his artillery. After this the enemy, ia large force, com- 
tem | the divisions of Longstreet and A. P. Hill, attacked General 
fic , whose division, after severe Oghting, was compelled to retire. 

General McCall, in his report of the battle, says: 

“& © @ ‘About 234 o’clock my pickets were driven in by a etrong 
advance, after some skirmishing, without loss on our part. 

“ At8 o’clock the encmy sent forward a regiment on the left center, 
and another on the right center, to fee! for a weak point. They wore 
ander cover of a shower of shells, and boldly advanced, but were both 
driven back—on the left by the Twelfth regiment, and on the right by 
the Sevonth regiment. For nearly two hours the battle raged hotly 
here. © ® * * Atlast tho enemy was compelled to retire before 
the well-directed musketry fire of the reserves. The German batteries 
wore drivon to the rear, butI rode up and sont them back. It was, 
however, of little avail, And they were soon after abandoned by the 
eannoncers. * © * Tho batteries in front of the center were 
boldly charged upon, but the enemy were speedily forced back. 
© @ * © Soon after this a most determined charge was made upon 
Randall’s battery by a full brigade, advancing in wedge shape, without 
order, but in perfect reclessness. Somewhat similar charges had, I have 
stated, been previously mace on Cooper’s and Kern’s batteries by single 
regiments without success, they having recoiled before the storm of can- 
nister hurled against thom. A lik ult was anticipated by Randall’s 
Battery, and the Fourth Regiment was requested not to fire until the 
battery had done with them. Jts gallant commander did not doubt his 
ability to repel the attack, and his guns did seem to mow down the ad- 
vancing host, but still the gaps were closed, and the enemy came in 
Upon a run to tho very muzze of his guns. It wasa very torrent of men, 
and they were on his battery before the guns could be removed. 
gons that wore, indeed, successfully limbered had their horses killed 
and wounded, and were overturned on the spot, and the enemy, dashing 

, drove the greater part of the Fourth Kegimont before them. The 

company (3), nevertheloss, stood its ground, with its Captain, Fred. 
A. Conrad, a3 did likewise certain men of other companies. I had rid- 
dea into the regiment and endeavored to check them, but with only 
partial success. ° . * * * s * 
There was no runuing, but my division, reducod by previous battles to 
less than 6,000, had to coniond with the divisions of Longstreet and A. 
P. Hill, consiierod two of the strongest and best among many of the 
Confederate Army, numbering that day 18,000 or 20,000 men, and it was 
pe ma | compelled to give way before heavier force accumulated up- 
on them. 

General Heintzelman states that about § o’clock, P. M., General Mc- 
Call’s division was attacked in large force, evidently the principal at- 
tack, that in lees than an hour the division gave way, and adds : 

« General Hooker being on hia left by moving to the right, repulsed 
the rebels ia the handeomost manner, with great slaughter. General 

er, Who was with Goneral Sedgwick in McCall’s rear, also greatly 
aided with his artillery and infantry in driving back the enemy. They 
now renewed their attack with vigor on Goneral Kearney’s left, and 
were again repulsed with heavy loss. . &¢ €& eS . 
This attack commenced about 4 P. M., and was pushed by heavy 
masses with the utmost determination and _ vigor. tain 
Thompson’s battery, directed with great precision, firiag double char- 
ges, swopt them back. The whole open space, two hundred paces wide, 
was 0 with the enemy ; each repulse brought forth fresh troops. 
The third attack was ouly repulsed by the rapid and determined charge 
of the Sixty-third Penusy:vania, Colonel Hayes, and half of the Thirty- 
seventh New York Voluntcers.’’ 

General McCall’s troops soon bogan to emerge from the woods into 
the open fleld. Several butteries were in position, and began to fire 
tnto the woods over the heals of our mon in front. Captain DeRussy’s 
battery was pinced on the right of General Sumner’s artillery, with 
orders to shell the woods. General Burr’s brigade was then advanced 
to meet the enemy, and soon drove him back; other troops began to 
return from the White Oak swamp. Later in tho day, at the call of 

Kearney, General Taylor’s First New Jersey’s brigade, Slocum’s 
division, was sent to occupy a portion of Gencral McCall’s deserted po- 
sition, a battery accompanying the brigade. They soon drove back the 
enemy, who shortly after gave up the attack, contenting themselves 
with keeping up a desultory firing till late at night. Between 12 and 1 
o'clock at night, General Heivtzelman commenced to withdraw his 
corps, and soon after daylight both of the divisions, with General Slo- 
cum’s division, and a portion of General Sumner’s command,reached Mal- 
vern Hill. On the morning of the 30th, General Sumner, in obedience to 
orders, had moved promptly to Glendale, and upon acall from General 
Franklin for reinforcements, sent him two brigades, which returned in 
time to participate and render good service in the battle near Glendale. 
General Sumner says of this battle: « 

The battio of Glendale was the most severe action since the battle 

Fair About 3 o’clock, P. M., the action commenced, and after 
& furious contest, lasting till after dark, the enemy was routed at all 
poii.ts, and driven from the fleld.”’ 

The rear of the supply trains and the reserve arti lery of the armr 
reached Malvern Hillabout,4P.M. At about this time tho enemy be- 

to appear in General Porter's front, and at 5 o'clock advanced in 

ge force against his left flank, posting artillery under cover of a skirt 

of timber, with a view to engage our force on Malvern Hill, while, with 
his tafantry, and somo artillery, he attacked Colonel Warron’s brigade. 
A concentrated fire of about thirty guns was brought to bear on the 
enemy, which, with tho infantry of Colonel Warren’s command, com- 
= him to retreat, leaving two guns in the bands of Colonel Warren. 
gunboats rendered most efficient aid at this time, and helped to 
drive back the enemy, It was very late at night before my aids re- 
tarned to give me the results of tho day’s fighting along the 
whole lino, and tho true ition of affairs. While waiting to 
hear from General Franklin before sending orders to Generals Sum- 
ner and Heintzelman, I recoived a message from the latter that 
General Franklin was falling back, whereupon I sent Colonel Colburn, of 
my staff, with orders to verify this, and if it were true, to order in Gen- 
erals Sumner and Heintzelman atonce. He bad not gone far when he 
met two officers sent from General Franklin's headquarters, with the 
uformatiou that he was falling back. Were then sent to Gener- 
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als Samwner and Heintzelman to fall back also, and definite instructions 
were given as to the movemen', which was to commence on the right. 
‘The orders met their troops already en route to Malvern. Instructions 
were also sent to General Franklin as to the route he was to follow. 
General Barnard then received full instructions for posting the troops 
as they arrived. I then returned to Huxall’s, and again left for Malvern 
soon after daybreak. Accompanied by several general officers, I once 
more made the entire circuit of the position and then returned to Huxell’s, 
whence I went with Captain Rodgers to select the final location for the 
army and its — returned to Malvern before the serious fighting 
commenced, and after riding along the lines, and seeing most cause to 
feel anxious about the right, remained in that vicinity. 


BATTLE OF MALVERN HILL, 


tion selected for resisting the further advance of the enemy on 
the first of July, was with the left and centre of our lines resting ov Malvern 
Hill, while the right curved backward through a wooded couvtry toward 
& poiut below Huxall’s, on James river. Malvern Hill is an clevated 
plateau, about a mile and a half by three-fourths of a mile in area, well 
cleared of timber, and with several converging roads runping over it. 
In front are numerous defensible ravines, and the ground slopes gradu- 
ally to the north and east to the woodland, giving clear range for ar- 
tillery in those directions. Toward the northwest the plateau falls off 
more abruptly into a ravine which extends to James river. From the 
position of the enemy, his most obvious line of attack would be from 
the direction of Richmond and White Oak swamp, and would almost of 
necessity strike in upon the left wing. Here, therefore, the lines were 
strengthened by massing the troops and collecting the principal part 
of the artillery. Porter’s corps held the left of the line—Sykes’ 
division on the teft, Morrcll’s on tho right, with the artillery of 
his two divisions advantageously posted, and the artillery of the re- 
serve so disposed on the high ground that aconcentrated tire of some 
sixty guns could be brought to bear on any point in his front or left. 
Colonel Tyler also had, with great exertion, succeeded in getting two of 
his siege-guns in position on the = part of the hill. Couch’s divi- 
sion was placed on the right of Porter's; next came Kearney and 
Hooker ; next Sedgwick and Richardson ; next Smith and Slocum, then 
the remaiader of Keyes’ corps, extending by a backward curve nearly 
tothe river. The Pennsyivania Reserve corps was held in reserve, and 
stationed behind Porter’s and Couch’s position. One brigade of Porter’s 
was thrown to the left, on the low ground, to protect that flank from 
any movement direct from the Richmond road. Tho linewas very 
strong along the whole front of the upper plateau, but thence to the 
extreme right, the troops were more deployed. This information was 
imperative, as an attack would probably be made upon our left. Tho 
right was rendered as secure as possible by slashing the timbers, and 
by barricading the roads. Commodore Rodgers, commanding the flotilla 
on James River, piaced his gunboats so as to protect our 
ks, to command the approaches from _ Rich. 
mond. Between 9 and 10, A. M., the encmy commenced feeling along 
our whole left wing with his artillery and skirmishers, as far to the 
right as Hooker’s division. About two o’clock a column of the enemy 
was observed moving toward our right, with the skirt of woods in front 
of Heintzeliman’s corps, but beyond the range of artillery. Arrange- 
ments were at once made to meet the anticipated attack in that quarter ; 
but though the column was long, occupying more than two hours in 
passing, it disappeared and wes not again heard of. The presumption 
is, that it retired by the rear and participated in the attack afterwards 
made on our left. About 3, P. M.,a heavy fire of artillery opened on 
Kearney’s left and Couch’s division, speedily followed up by a brisk 
attack of infantry on Couch’s front. The artillery was replied to with 
‘ood effect by our own, and the infantry of Couch’s division rem-'~ 
ying on the d until the advancing column was within shou: t mus- 
ket-range, when they sprang to their feet and poured in a deadly vol- 
ley, which entire!y broke the attacking force, and drove them in disorder 
back on their own ground. This advantage was followed up until we 
advanced the right of our lines some seven or eight bundred 
y , and rested upon a thick clump of trees, giving us a stronger posi- 
tion and a better fire. Shortly after 4 o’clock, the firing ceased along 
the whole front, but no disposition was evinced on the part of the enomy 
to withdraw f:om the field. Caldwell’s brigade, having been detached 
from Richardson’s division, was stationed upon Couch’s right by Gen- 
eral Porter, to whom he had been ordered to report. The whole line 
was surveyed by the General, and evoi ything he'd in readiness to meet 
the coming attack. At 6 o’clock the enemy suddenly opened upon 
Couch and Porter with the whole strength of his artillery, and at once 
began pushing forward his columus of attack, to carry the hill. Bri- 
gade r brigade formed under cover of the woods, started at a run 
to cross the — space, and charged our batteries, bul the heavy fire of 
our guns, with the cool and steady volleys of our infantry, in ever 
ease sent them reeling back to shelter, and covered the ground with 
their dead and wounded. In several instances our infantry withheld 
their fire, until the attacking columns, which rushed through the storm 
of canister and shell from our artillery, had reached wiihin a few yards 
of our lines. They then poured in asingle volley, and dashed forward 
with the bayonet, capturing prisoners and coijors and driving the routed 
columns in confusion from the ficld. About 7 o’clock, as fresh 
troops were accumulating in front of Porter and Couch, Meagher and 
Sickles were sent with their brigades as soon as it was considered 
pradent to withiraw any portion of Somner’s and Heiutz2iman’s troops, 
to reinforce that part of the line, and hold the positions. These brigades 
relieved such portions of Porter’s corps and Couch’s division, as had 
expende{ their ammunition, and batteries from the reserve were 
pushed forward to replace those whose boxes wereempty. Until dark 
enemy persisted in his effurts to take the position sotenaciously de- 
fonded, but despito bis vast numbers, his repeated and desperate at- 
tacks were repulsed witb fearful loss, and darkness ended the battle of 
Malvern hill, though it was not until after nine o’clock that the artil- 
lery ceased its fire. During the whole batt!e, Commodore Rodgers ad‘4- 
ed greatly to the discomfiture of the enemy, by throwing shells among 
his reserves and advancing columns. As the army, in its movement 
from the Chickahominy to -Hurrison’s Landing, was continually occu- 
pied in marching by night and fighting by day, its commanders found no 
opportunity for collecting data which would enable them to give exact 
returns of casualties in cach engagement. The aggregate of our entire 
losses from the 26th of June to the Ist of July, inclusive, was ascer- 
tained after our arrival at H:rrison’s Landing, to be as follows : 
ist Of killed, woundet ant mising im the Army of the Potomac, from the 
26th of June, 1862. to the Ist of July, 1852, inclusive. 
Corps. Kuled. Wounded, Missing. gg. 
1. McCall’s division................ 253 1,200 5 Pri 


2. Sumner’s..... ectave escccccccoces 187 1,476 8:8 2,111 
8. Hointzelman’s...... .cccccccceses 189 1,051 833 2,073 
6. Keyes? ccccccccccccccscccccoccccs 60 607 201 TT 
G. Porter's... cecccccccecsccescccsee 620 2460 1,191 4,278 
6. Franklin's ..cccccccccccccccccces 285 1518 1,179 2,737 
Engineers......... 2 2 






CAVAITY ..ccccccccccccccccccsccccces 19 60 97 Vi 
DOA. cccce coccccccceccesee1583 7,700 
THE SUPPLY QUFSTION. 

Although the result of the battle of Malvern was a complete victory, 
it was nevertheless necessary to fall back still further, in order to 
reach a point where our*supplies could be brought to us with certainty. 
As before stated, in the opinion of Captain Rodgers, commanding 
the gunboat flotilla, this could only be done be!ow City Point. 
Concurring in his opinion, I selected Harrison’s bar as the 
new position of the army. The exhaustion of our supplies 
of food, forage, and ammunition, made it imperative to reach the trans- 
ports immediately. The greatest portion of the transportation of the 
army having been started for Harrison’s landing during the night of the 
30th of June and the Ist of July, the order for the movement of the 
troops was at once issued upon the final repulse of the enemy at Malvern 
Hill. . The order prescribed a movement by the left and rear, General 
Keyes’ corps to cover the manmuvre. It was not carried out in detail 
as regards the divisions on the left, the roads being somewhat blocked 
by the rear of our trains. Porter and Couch were not able to move out 
as early as had been anticipated, and Porter found it necessary to place 
a rear guard between his command and the enemy. Colonel Averell, of 
the Third Pennsylvania cavalry, was intrusted with this delicate duty 
He had under his command his own regiment, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Buchanan’s brigade of regular infantry and one battery. By a ju- 
dicious use of the resources at his command, he deceived tne enemy, 
80 as to cover the withdrawal of the left wing without being attacked, 
remaining himself on the previous day’s battle-field until about 7 o’- 
clock of the 21 of Juiy. Meantime General Keyes, having reeeived his 
orders, commenced vigorous preparations for covering the movement 
of the entire army and protecting the trains. It being evident that the 
immense number of wagons and artillery carriages pertaining to the 
army could not move with celority along a single road, General Keycs 
took advantage of every accident of the ground to open hew avennes 
and to facilitate the movement. He made preparatious for obstructing 





the roads after the army had passed, so as to preveutany rapid pursuit, 
destroying effectually Turkey bridge on the main road, and rendering 
other roads and approaches temporarily impossible, by felling trees 








acroas them. 


kept the trains well closed up and directed the march 
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so that the ~_ could move on each side of the —y¥ not ——s 
tho age, but being in good position to repel an ‘attack from 
any arte. His dispositions were so successful that, to use bis 
own words: “‘I do not think more vehicles or more public 

roperty were abandoned on the march from Turkey Bend than would 
os been left in the same state of the roads, if the army had been 
moving toward the enemy insfead of away from. And when it is 
understood that the carriages and teams belonging to this army, 
stretched out in one Jine, would extend not far from forty miles, the 
energy and caution necessary for their safe withdrawal from the pres 
ence of an enemy vastly superior in numbers will be appreciated.” 
The last of the wagons did not reach the site selected at Harrison’s bar 
until after dark on the 3d of July,and the rear guard did not move 
into their camp until everything was secure. The enemy followed up 
with a small force, and on the 3d t!.rew a few shells at the rear-guard, 
but were quickly dispersed by our batteries and the fire of our gun- 
boats. Great credit must be conceded to General Keyes for the skill 
which characterized his performance of the important and delicate 
duties intrusted to his charge. High praise is also due to the officers 
and men of the First Connecticut Arti'lery, Co!onel Tyior, for the man- 
ner in which they withdrew all the heavy guns during the seven days, 
and from Malvern Hill. Owing to the crowded state cf the roads, the 
teams could not be brought within a couple of miles of the position ; 
but these energetic soldiers removed the guns by hand that distance, 
leaving nothing bebind. : 

THE ARMY AT ITARRISON S LANDING. 
On the 1st of July I received the following from the President: 
WasHincton, July 1,1862—3: 30, P. M. 

Major-General Geo. B. McClellan : 

It is impossibla to reinforce you for your present emergency. If we 
bad a million of men we could not get them to youintims. We have 
not the men tosend. If youare not strongcnough to face the enemy 
you must find a place of security; wait, rest,and repair. Maintaia 
your ground if youcan, but save the army atallevents,even if you 
fall back to Fortress Monroe. We still have strength enough in the 
country, and will bring it out. 

A. Lrsoot. 

In the dispatch from the President to me, on the 2: of July, he says : 

‘¢ If you think you are not strong enough to take Kichmon:! just now, 
I do not wish you to. Try just now to save the army material and per- 
sonnel, and I will strengthen it for the offensive again as fast as I cae. 
The Governors of eighteen (18) States offer me a new levy of three hun- 
dred thousand, which I accept.” 

“ On the 3d of July the following kind dispatch was received from 
the President : 





EXTRACT. 
Wasumcroy, July 3, 1862—3, P. bi. 
Major-General G. B. McClellan : 

Yours of §:30 yesterday is just received. Iam satisfied that your- 
self, officers, and men have done the best you could. All accounts say 
that better Oghting was never done. Ten thousand thanks for it. 

o s a e + * . * e 


A. Lixcor. 
FOURTH OF JULY LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Oa the 4th I sent the following to the President : 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Harrison Bar, James River, July 4, 1861 
To the President : 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of the 2a 
instant. 

I sha!! make a stand at this place, and endeavor to give my men ths 
repose they so much require. 

After sending my communication on Tuesday, the enemy attacked 
the left of our lines, and a flerce battic ensued, lasting untilnight. 
They were repulsed with great slaughter. 

Had their attack succeeded, the consequences would have been disas- 
trsus inthe extreme. This closed the hard fighting which had contin- 
ued from the afternoon of the 26th ult.,in a daily series of engagements 
wholly unparalleled on this continent for determination and slaughter 
on both sides. The mutual! loss in killed and wounded is enormous— 
that of the enemy certain!y greatest. On Tuesday morning, the lst, 
our army commenced its movement from Huxall’s to this point, our 
line of defense there being too extended to be maintsined by our 
weakened forces. Our train was immense, and abont 2, P. M., on the 
2d a heavy storm of rain began, which continued during the entire day 
and uutii the forenoon of yesterday. The roads became horribie. 
Troops, artillery and wagons moved on steadily, and our whole 
army, men and material, was finally brought safely into camp. 
The last of the wagons reached here at noon yesierday. The exhaus- 
tion was very great, but the army preserved its morale, and 
would have repelled any attack which the enemy was in con- 
dition to make. We now occupy a line of heights about two miles 
from the James, a plain extending from there to the river. Our 
front is about three miles long. These heights command our whole 
position, and must be maintained. The gunboats can render valuable 
Rapport upon both flanks. If the enemy attack us in front, we muss 
hold our ground as we best may, and at whatever cost. Our positiong 
can be carried only by overwhelming numbers. The spirit of the army 
is excelient ; straggler: are finding their regiments, and the soldiers 
exhibit the best results of discipline. Our position is by no means im- 
pregnable, etpecially as a morass extends on this side of the high ground 
from our center to the James on our right. The enemy may attack in 
vast numbers, and, if so, our front will bo the scene of a desperate bat- 
tle, which, if iost, will be decisive. Our army is fearfully weakened by 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. I cannot now approximate to any 
statement of our losses, but we were not beaten in any conflict The 
enemy were unable, by any efforts, to drive us from the field. Never 
did such a change of base, involving a retrograde movement, and under 
incessant attacksfrom a most determined and vastly more numerous foe, 

take so little of disorder. We have lost no guns, except twenty -fiveon 
the fieid of battle, twenty-one of which were lost by the giving way of Mc- 
Call’s div-sion under the onset of superior numbers. Our communication 
by the James river are not secure. There are points where the enemy can 
estabiish themselves with cannon or musketry and command the river, 
and where it is not certain that our gunboats can drive them out. 
case of this, or in case our front is broken, I wili still make every effort 
to preserve at least the personnel of the army, and the events of the last 
few days leave no question that the troops will do all that their country 
canask. Send such reinforcements as you can; I will do what I can. 
We are shipping our wounded and sick, and landing supplies. The 
Navy Department should co-operate with us to the extent of its re 
sources. Captain Rodgers is doing all in his power in the kindest and 
most efficient manner. When al! the circumstances are known, it will 
be acknowlodged by allcompetent judges that the movement just com- 
pleted was unparalleled in the annals of war. Under the most difficult 
circumstances, we have preserved our trains, our guns, our material, 
and, above all, our boner. 

G. B. McCreriay, 


Major-General. 
”,@ which I received the following reply: 
Wasaincron, July 5, 1862—7, A. M. 
ay al @. B. McClellan, commanding Army Potomac : 

A thousand thanks for the relief your two dispatches of 12and1, 
P. M., yesterday, gave me. Be assured, the heroism and skill of your 
self and officers and men, is and forever will be appreciated. 

If you can hold your present position, we skal! hive the enemy yes 

Major-General G. B. McCietray, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac, 


The following letters were received from his Excellency, the Presi 


dent: 
A. LINCOLN. 
War DePaRTMEsT, 
Wasmxotow, D. C., July 4, 1862. 

I understand your position, as stated in your letter, and by Geners' 
Marcy. To reinforce you so as to enable you to resume the offensive 
within a month, or even six weeks, is impossible. In addition to that 
arrived and now arriving from the Potomac (about 100.000, I suppose), 
and about 10,000 I hope you will receive from Burnside very soon, aud 
about 5.000 from Hunter a little later, I do not see how I can send you 
another man within a month. Under these circumstances the defensive 
for the present must be your only care. Save the army first where 
you are, if you can, and secondly by removal, if you must. You, on 
the ground, must be the judge as to which you will attempt. and of the 
means of effecting it. I but give it as my opinion that, with the aid a 
the guuboats, and the reinforcements mentioned above, you can bold 
your present position, provided, and so long as you can keep the James 
river open below you. If you are not tolerably confident you can keep 
the James river open, you had better remove as soon as possibie. Ide 
net remember that you baye expressed any apprehension as te the 
danger of having your communication cut on the river below you ; ye 
I donot suppose it caz have escaped your attention. 
A. LinooLy. 





P.S.—If at any time you feel able to take the offensive, you ave uct 
- strained from doing so. 
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The following telegram ws sent on the 7th: 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 

Berkeley, July 7, 1862—8: 30, A.M. 
As the boss is starting Ihave only time to acknowledge the receipt 
of telegram by General Marcy. The enemy have not attacked. My 
position is very strong, and daily becoming more so. If not attacked 
to-day I shall laughatthem. I have been anxious about my commu- 
nications. I had along consultation about it with Flag-Oficer Golds- 
borough last night. He is confident he can keep the river open. 
He should have all gunboats possible. Will seo him again this morn- 
ing. My men in splendid spirits, and anxious totry itagain, Alarm 
yourself as little as possible about me, and don’t lose confidence in 


this army. 
G. B. McCretrax, 
Major-General, 





A. Lincoln, President. 

While genera!-in-chief and director of the operations of all our armies 
in the field, I had become deeply impressed with the impor- 
tance of adopting and carrying out certain views regard- 
ing the conduct of the war, which, in my judgment, were essen- 
tial to its objects and its success. During an active campaign of three 
months in the enemy’s country, these were so fully confirmed that I 
conceived ita duty, in the critical position we then occupied, nut to 
withbold a candid expression of the more important of these views from 
the Commander-in-Chief, whom the Constitution places at the head of 
the armies and navies, as well as the Government of the nation. 
aleat follows the letter from Harrison’s bar, July 7, already pub- 


The following is a copy of my Ictter to Mr. Lincoln 
THieaporanters Army oF TEE Poromac, 
Camp near Harrison's Landing, Va., July 7, ise2. 

Ma. Prestpext: You have been fully informed that the rebel 
army is in the front. with ihe purpose of overwhelming us by attack- 
tg our positions 0. educing us by blocking our river communica- 
tions. cannot but regard our condition as critical, and I earnestly 
desire, in view of possible contingencies, to lay before your excellency, 
for your private consideration, my general views concerning the 
existing state of the rebellion, although they do not strictly relate to 
the rituation of this army. or strictly come within the scope of my 
official duties. These views amount to convictions, and are deepiy 
impressed upon my mind and heart. Our cause must never be 
ahandoned; it is the cause of free institutions and self-government. 
The Constitution and the Union must be preserved, whatever ma 
be the cost in time, treasure and blood. If secession is successful, 
osher dissolutions are clearly to be seen in the future. Let neither 
military disaster, political faction, nor foreign war shake your settled 

arpose to enforce the equal operation of the laws of the United 

ates upon the people of every State. 

‘The time has come when the government must determine upon a 
civil and military policy, covering the whole ground of our national 
trouble. 

The responsibility of determining, declaring, and supporting such 
eiril and military policy, and of directing the whole course of national 
affairs in regard to the rebellion, must now be assumed and exercised 
by you, or our cause will be lost. The Constitution gives you power, 
even for the present terrible exigency. 

This rebellion has assumed the character of a war; as such it 
should be regarded, and it should be conducted upon the highest 

rinciples known to Christian civilization. It should not be a war 

looking to the subjugation of the people of any State, in any event. 
It should not be at all a war upon > but against armed 
forces and political organizations. Neither confiseation of property, 
dlitical executions of persons, territorial organization of States, or 
Forcible abolition of slavery should be contemplated for a moment. 

In prosecuting the war, all private property and unarmed persons 
should be strictly protected, subject only to the necessity of military 
operations; all private property taken for military use should be paid 
or receipted for; pillage and waste should be treated as high crimes ; 
all unneceseary trespass sternly prohibited, and offensive demeanor 
by the military towards citizens promptly rebuked. Military arrests 
should not be tolerated,except in places where active hostilities exist ; 
and oathe, not required by enactments, constitutionally made, should 
be neither demanded nor reccived. 

Military government should be confined to the preservation of 
public order and the protection of political right. Military power 
ghould not be allowed to interfere with the relations of servitude, 
either by supporting or impairing the authority of the master, except 
for repressing disorder, as in other cases. Slaves, contraband, under 
the act of Congress, seeking military protection, should receive it. 
The right of the government to me nye permanently to i's own 
gervice claims to slave labor should be asserted, arrd the right of the 
owner to compensation therefor should berccognized. ‘his principle 
might be extended, upon grounds of military necessity and security, 
to aH the slaves of a particular State, thus working manumission in 
such State; and in Missouri, perhaps in Western Virginia also, and 

ssibly even in Maryland, the expediency of such a measure is only 
a question oftime. A system of policy thus constitutional, and per- 
waded by the influences of Christianity and freedom, would receive 
the support of almost all truly loyal men, would deeply impress the 
the revel masses and all foreign nations, and it might be humbly 
hoped that it would commend itself to the favor of the Almighty. 

Jnlees the principles governing the future conduct of our struggle 
shall be made known and approved, the effort to obtain requisite 
forces will be almost hopeless. A declaration of radical views, espe 
eially upon slavery, will rapidly disintegrate our present armies. The 
policy of the government must be supported by concentration o! 
military power. The national forces should not be dispersed in expe- 
ditions, posts of occupation, and numerous armies, but should be 
mainly collected into masses, and brought to bear upon the armies of 
the Confederate States. Those armies thoroughly defeated, the 
political structure which they support would soon cease to exist. 

In carrying out any system of policy which you may form, you 
will require a commander-in-chief of the army, one who possesses 
your confidence, understands your views, and who is competent to 
exceute your orders, by directing the military forces of the nation to 
the accomplishment of the objects by you proposed. I do not ask 
that place for myself. Iam willing to serve you in such position as 
you may assign me, and I will do co as faithfully as ever subordinate 
served superior. 

I may be on the brink of eternity; and as I hope forgiveness from 
my Maker, I have written this letter with sincerity towards you and 
from love for my country. 

Very reenectfully, yonr obedient servant, 
GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Alaj.-Gen. Commanding. 
Bis Exceliency A. Lixcoun, President. 
Ex. Doc. 15——10. 
I telegraphed the President on the 11th as follows: 
Hrapqvarters Army or tre Potomac, 
Berkeley, July 11, 1862—3 p. m. 
: * * 7 
We are very etrong here now, so far as defensive ia concerned. 


Tiope you will soon make us strong enough t 
jas dogs bay tog g gh to advance and try it 


GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Moj.-Gen. i 
A. Lixcoin, President. eg ne naleaiend 
bese telegrams were sent on the 12th, 17th 2]- 
tay the Petaidone, , 17th, and 18th, to his excel 
HiraDQuarTers ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Berkeley, July 12, 1862—7.15 a. m. 
reet croseed into New Kent county, via Long 


* 


Fill and Longat 









Bridge. m etill ignorant what road they afterwards took, but will 
know eh 

Nothing elec of interest since last dispatch. Rain ceased, and 
everything quict. Men resting well, but beginning to be impatient 


for another fight. 
Iam more and more conviced that this army ought not to be with- 
drawn from here, but promptly reinforced and thrown again upon 
oy ga If we have a little more than half a chance we can 
ake it. 
I dread the effect of any retreat upon the morale ofthe men 
GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Maj.Gen. Commandi 
PY er ny ms By » Haj, ‘ommanding. 
HeADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potorac, 
Berkeley, July 17, 1863—8 . 
I have consulted fully with Genera! Burnside, and would commend 
to your favorable consideration the general’s plan for bringing (7) 
eeven additional regiments from North Carolina by leaving Newburn 
to the care of the gunboats. It appears manifestly to be our policy 
to concentrate here everything we can possibly spare from less im- 
portant points, to make sure of crushing the enemy at Kichmond 
be feems cicarly to be the most important point in rebeldom, 
os should be left tochance here. I would recommend that 
encral Burnside, with all his troops, be ordered to this army, to 
enable it to — me the offensive as soon as possible. 
JEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Maj.-Gen. ing. 
A. Lracoun, President, ’ face ee 


even t 
own tdivision, and Pleasonton’s cavalry, was therefore directed to 


count of the incompetency of gu 


I hope to D c 
to pressing, at least to accomplish the first indispensable step. 


division, and having obtained a knowledge of the roads, he succeeded 
in turning Malvern Hill, and driving the enemy back towards KRich- 


mond. 
The following is my sepest 


force of infant: 
handsomely, 


TigaDQUuARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAO, 
Berkeley, July 18, 1862—8 a. m. 
~ No change worth reporting in the state of 
twenty thousand to (¢ 
Petersburg, and others thence to Richmond. 

Those at Petersburg say they are part of Beauregard’s army. New 
troops arriving tia Petersburg. Am anxious to have determination 
of government that no time may be lost in preparing for it. Hours 
are very precious now, and perfect unity of action necessary. 

GE E B. McCLELLAN, JMqj.-Gen. Commanding. 

A. Lixcoiy, President. 

The following was telegraphed to General Halleck on the 28th : 

Heapquarters ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
Berkeley, July 28, 1862—8 a. m. 

Nothing especially new except corroboration of reports that ro- 
inforcements reaching Richmond frem south. It is not confirmed 
that any of Bragg’s troops are yet here. My opinion is more and 
more firm that here is the defence of Washington, and that I should 
be at once reinforced by ail available troops to enable me to ad- 
vance. Retreat would be disastrous to the army and the cause. I 
am confident of that. 

GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

Major-Gencral H. W. Haieck, 

Commanding U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 
On the 30th I sent the following to the general-in-chief. 
HeapquarTers ARMY OF THE PoToMAO, 
Berkeley, July 30, 1862—7 a. m. 

I hope that it may goon be decided what is to be done by this 
army, and that the decision may be to re-enforce itat once. Weare 
losing much valuable time, and that at a moment when energy and 
decision are sadly needed. 

GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

Major-General H. W. Hatieck, 

Commanding U.S. Army, Washington, D. C. 

About baifan hour after midnight, on the morning of August 1, 
theenemy brought some light batteries to Coggin’s point and the 
Coles house, on the right bank of James river, directly opposite 
Harrison’s landing, and opened a heavy fire upon our shipping and 
encampments. It was continued — for about thirty minutes, 
when they were driven back by the fire of our guns ; this was 
reported in the following dispatch : 

HeapQuarteRS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Berkeley, August 2, 1862—8 a. m. 

Firing of night before last killed some ten (10) men and wounded 
about (15) fifteen. 

No harm of the slightest consequence done to the shipping, al- 
though several were struck. Sent party across river yesterday to 
the Coles house, destroyed it and cut down the timber; will com- 
plete work to-day, and also send party to Coggin’s point, which I 
will probably occupy. I will attend to your telegraph about press- 
ing at once ; will send Hooker out. Give me Burnside, and I will 
stir these people up. I need more cavalry ; have only (8,700) thirty- 
seven hundred for duty in cavalry division. 

Adjutant General’s office forgot to send Sykes’s commission as 
major-general, with those of other division commanders ; do me the 
favor to hurry it on. 

G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 
Major-General H. W. HaLieck, Washington, D. C. 
To prevent another demonstration of this character, and to insure 
a debouche on the south bank of the James, it became necessary to 
a Coggin’s point, which was done on the 3d, and the enemy, 
as will be seen from the following dispatch, driven back towar 
Petersburg : 

Heapqvarters Army oF tHE Potomac, 
Berkeley, August 3, 1862—10 p. m. 

Coggin’s point was occupied to-day, and timber felled so as to 
make it quite defensible. I went over the ground myself, and found 
that Duane had, ag usual, selected an admirable position, which can 
be intrenched with a small amount of labor, soas to make it a for- 
midable téte de pont, covering the landing of a large force. 
I shall begin entrenching it by the labor of contrabands to-morrow. 
The position covers the Coles house, which is directly in front of 
Westover. We have nowa safe debouche on the south bank, and 
are secure against midnight cannonading. A few thousand more 
men would piace us in condition at least to annoy and disconcert the 
enemy ~ much. 

I sent Colonel Averill this morning with three hundred | 
cavalry to examine the country on the south side of the James, an 
try to catch some cavalry at Sycamore church, which is on the main 
road from Petersburg to Suffoik, and some five (5) miles from Coles 
house. He found a cavalry force of five hundred and tifty (550) men, 
attacked them at once, drove in their advance guards to their camp, 
where we had a sharp skirmish, and drove them off in disorder. 

He burned their entire camp, with their commissary and quarter- 
master’s stores, and then returned and re-crossed the river. He 
took but (2) two prisoners, had one man wounded by a ball, and one 
by a sabre cut. 
Captain McIntosh made a handsome charge. The troops engaged 
were of the (5th) fifth regulars, and the (Sd) third Pennsylvania 
cavalry. 
Colonel Averill conducted this affair, as he does everything he un- 
dertakes, to my entire satisfaction. 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major General Commanding. 
Maj.-Gen. Il. W. Hatveck, 
Commanding United States Army, Washington, D. C. 

On the Ist of August I received the following dispatches : 

WasuineGTon, July 30, 1862—8 p. m. 
A yy just received from General Pope says that deserters 
report that the enemy is movirg south of James river, and that the 
force in Richmond is very email. I suggest he be pressed in that 
direction, so as to ascertain the facts of the case. 

H. W. HALLECK, Major-General. 
Maj.-Gen. G. B. McCLELiay. 

WASHINGTON, July 30, 1862—8 p. m. 
In order to enable you to move in any direction, itis necessary to 
relieve you of yoursick. The Surgeon-General has, therefore, been 
Tlirected to make arrangements for them at other and the 
Quartermaster General to provide transportation. I hope you will 
send them away as quickly as possible, and advise me of their 


removal. 
H. W. HALLECK, Major-General. 
Maj.-Gen. G. B. McCieuiay. 
Itis clear that the general-in-chief attached some weight to the re- 
port received from General Pope, and I was justified in supposing 
that the order in regard to the removing the sick contemplated an 
offensive movement rather than a retreat, as I had no other data 
than the telegrams just given, from which to form an opinion as to 
the intentions of the government. 
The following telegram strengthened me in that belief: 
Wasutnoton, July 31, 1862—10 a. m. 
again pone gw ae that the enemy is reported to be 
mond, and falling back on Danville and Lynchburg. 
H. W. HALLECK, Major-General. 
Maj.-Gen. G. B. McCLerian. 
In occupying Coggin’s point, as already described, I was influ- 
onced by the necessity of possessing a secure debouche on the south 
if the James, in order to enable me to move on the communications 
© Richmond in that direction, as well as to prevent a repetition of 
midnight cannonades. 
To carry out General Halleck’s first order of July 30, it was neces- 
sary first to gain possession of Maivern Hill, which was occupied by 
the enemy, apparently in some little force, and controlled the direct 
approach to Kichmond. Its temporary occupation, at least, was 
-qually necessary in the event of a movement upon Petersburg, or 
he abandonment of the Peninsula. General Hooker, with his 


General Te 
evacuating Rich 


gain possession of Malvern Hiil on the night of the 2d of August. 
He failed to do £0, as the following dispatch recites: 
HeapquartTers Aruy OF THE Potomac, 
Berkeley, August 3, 1862—10.20 p. m. 
The movement undertaken J the river last night failed on ac- 
es. 

The poe steps have been taken to-day to remedy this evil, and 

e ready to-morrow night to carry out your suggestions as 


G. B. McCLELLAN, Saj.-Gen. Commanding. 
Maj.-Gen. Hatveck, Commanding United Slates Army. 
On the 4th General Hooker was reinforced by General Sedgwick’s 


of this affair at the time: 

ALVERN HILL, August 5, 1862—1 p. m. 

General Hooker, at 5.30 this morning, attacked a very considerable 
and artillery stationed at this place, and carried it 

ving the enemy towards Newmarket, which is four 





miles 


rs. Some (20,000) 
,000) twenty five thousand of the enemy at 


captured 100 prisoners, killed and wounded several, with a loss on 
= ous of ouly three killed and eleven wounded; among the latter, 
wo officers. 
shall gestedty remain here to-night, ready to act as circumstances 
require, after the return of my cavalry reconniseances. 
he maes of the enemy escaped under the cover of a dense fog; but 
our cavalry are still in pursuit, and I trust may succeed in cap- 
turing many more. 
This is a very advan us 


I 
ma 


position to cover an advance on Rich- 
mond, and on y Xx miles distant; and I feel confident that with 
reinforcements I would march this army there in five days. 

I this instant learn that several brigades of the enemy are four 
miles from here on the Quaker road, and 1 have taken steps to pre 
PiGeneral Hooker's dispositl admire 

ne! ooker’s dispositions were and his 
men displayed - a a? : we aceanape 
+» MCCLELLAN, Afaj.-Gen. Com' 

Maj.-Gen. H. W. Hauvecg, Com. U. 8. Army. a ~ 

Matvean Hit, August 5, 1862—8 

Since my last dispatch, Colonel Avemnine returned from emu 
noissance, in the tion of Savage’s Station, towards Richmond. 
He encountered the 18th Virginia cavalry near White Oak Swam 
Bridge, charged and drove them some distance towards Richmon: 
capturing 28 men and horses, killing and wounding several. 

Uur troops have advanced (12) twelve miles in ono direction, and 
(17) seventeen in another, towards Richmond to-day. 

Ve have secured a strong position at Coggin’s Point, opposite our 
quartermaster’s depot, which will effectually prevent the rebels from 
using artillery hereafter against our camps. 

I learn this evening that there is a force of 20,000 men about six 
miles back from this point, on the south bank of the river. What 
their object is I do not know, but will keep a sharp lookout on their 
movements. ¢ 

I am sending off sick as rapidly as our transports will take them, 
Iam also doing everything in my power to carry out your — to 
push reconnoisances towards the rebel engtiet, and hope soon to find 
out whether the reports ag | the abandonment of that place 
are true. GEORGE B. MoCLELLAN, Maj.-General. 

Maj.-Gen. H. W. Haveck, Com. U.S. Army. 

To bs dispatch of 1 p. m., August 5, the following answer was 
received : 


Wasnixaton, August 6, 1862~3 a. m. 


I have no reinforcements to one 0 ALLEC a 
Major-General G. B. McCueuiay. E 


And soon after the following: 
Wasuinotoy, A 6, 1862. 


You vill ‘mmetiate’y send a regiment of cavalry and several bat 
teries of artillery to burnside’s command at Aquia Creek. It is 
reperted that Jackson is moving north with a very large force. 

H. W. HALLEGK, Major-General. 

Major-General G. B. McCievvan. 


On the 4th I had received General Halleck’s order of the 3d, (which 
sppeeee below,) directing me to withdraw the army to Aquia, and on 
t 





@ same day sent an earnest protest against it. few hours before 
this, General Hooker had informed me that his cavalry pickets re- 
ported large bodies of the enemy advancing and driving them in, and 


that he would probably be attacked at daybreak. 

Under these circumstances I had determined to nga him; but 
as I could not get the whole army in tion until the next after. 
noon, 1 concluded, upon the receipt of the above tel: m from the 
General-in-Chief, to withdraw General Hooker, that there might be 
the least possible delay in conforming to General a orders. 
I therefore sent to General Hooker the following letter: 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF Tne Potomac, 
er, , August 6, 1862—10 p. m. 
My Dear Gener: I find it will not be possible to get the whole 
army into — before some time to-morrow -rnoon, which 
will be too late to support you, and hold the entire position, should 
the enemy attack in large force at daybreak, 


which there is strong 
reasons to suppose he intends doing. 

Should we light a general battle at Malvern, it will be necessary to 
—— the whole of our works here, and run the risk of getting 

ck here. 

Under advices I have received from Washington, I think it neces- 
sary for you to abandoa the position to-night, getting everything 
away before daylight. 

Picase leave cavalry pickets at Malvern, with orders to destroy the 
Turkey Creek bridge when they are forced back. 

‘The roads leading into Haxall’s from the right should be strongly 
watched, and Haxall’s at least held by strong cavalry force and some 
light batteries as long as possible. 

i leave the manner of the withdrawal entirely to your discretion. 

Please signal to the fleet when the withdrawal is about completed. 

Report frequently to these headquarters. 

General Sumner was ordered up to support yon, but will halt 
where this passes him, and will inform you where he is. 

GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

General J. Hooker, Commanding at Malvern Hiil. 

And the following reply was sent to General Halleck: 


Heapquarters Army or tue Potomac, 
Berkeley, Augu-t 6, 1862—11:30 p. m. 

Dispatch of to-day received. I have not quite (4,000) four thous 
and cavalry for duty in cavalry division, so that 1 cannot possibly 
spare any more. 

1 —_ need many more than I now have to carry out your in- 
structions. 

The enemy are moving a Jarge force on Malvern IIill. In view of 
your dispatches, and the fact that I cannot place the whole army in 
position before daybreak, I have ordered Hooker to withdraw during 
the night if it is possible; if he cannot do so, I must support him. 

Until this matter is developed I cannot send any batteries ; I hope 
I can do so to-morrow if transportation is on hand. 

I will obey the order gs soon as circumstances permit. My artil- 
lery is none too numerobvs now. Ihave only been able to send of 
some (1,200) twelve hundred sick. No transportation. There shall 
be no delay that I can avoid. 

GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

Major-General H. W. HaLvecn, Commanding U. 8. Army. 

Five batteries, with their horses and equipments compiete, were 
embarked on the 7th and 8th, simultaneously with Genera! Hooker's 
operations upon Malvern. 

dispatched a cavalry force under Colonel Averill toward Savage's 
Station, to ascertain if the enemy were making any movements to 
wards our right flank. 

He found a rebel cavalry regiment near the White Oak Swam: 
. and completely routed it, pursuing well towards Savages 

tation. 

These important preliminary operations assisted my preparations 
for the removal of the army to Acquia Creck; and the sending off 
our s.ck and supplies was pushed both day and night as rapidly as 
the means of Se gr nge- ermitted. 

On the subject of the withdrawal of the army from Harrison's 
Landing, the tollowing correspondence sed between the General- 
in-Chief and myself, while the reconno! ces towards Richmond 
were in progress. 

On the 2d of August I received the following: 
Wasnincrton, August 2, 1862—8.45 p. m. 
You have not answered my telegram of July 30, 8 p.m., about the 
removal of your sick. Remove them as rapidly 0 = bie, and tele 
graph me when they will be out of yourway. The President wishes 
e. 


an answer as early as possibl 
_ H. W. HALLECK, Major-General. 
Major-General G. B. McCie._uan. 
To which this reply was gent: 
Heapquarters Army OF THE Potomac, 
Berkeley, August yee m. 
Your telegram of (2) second is received. The answer (to dispatch 
of July 80) was sent this morning. ; 
We have about (12,500) twelve thousand five bundred sick, of 
whom perhaps (4,000) four thousand might make easy marches. We 
have here the means to tranaport (1,200) twelve hundred, and will 
embark to-morrow that number of the worst cases, with all the 
means at the disposal of the Medical Director; the remainder could 
be shipped in from (7) seven to (10) ten days. 
It is inipossible for me to decide what cases to send off, unless I 
know what is to be doye with this army. 
Were the disastrous measures of a retreat adopted, all the sick 
who cannot march and fight should be dispatched by water. 
Should the army advance, many of the sick could be of service at 
the depots. If itistoremain here any length ot time, the queetion 


assumes still a different phase. 
Until I am informed what is to be done, I cannot act understand- 
ingly or for the good of the service. If I am kept longer in ignor 
expected to accomplish 


ance of what isto be effected, I cannot be 





distant, and whore it is eaid they have a large force. We have 


the object in view. 
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In the mean time I will do all in my power to carry out what I 
conceive to be your wishes. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, Mojor-General Commanding. 

Major-General H. W. Hatveck, 

Commanding United States Army, Washington, D. C. 

The moment I received the instructions for removing the sick, I at 
once gave the necessary Cirections for carrying them out. 

With the amall amount of transportation at hand, the removal of 
the severe cases alone would necessarily take several days, and, iu 
the mean time, I desired information to determine what I should do 
with the others. 

‘rit: order required me to send them away as quickly as possible, 
and to notify the Genmral-in-Clilef when they were removed. 

Previous to the receipt of the dispatch of the 2d of August, not 
having been advised of what the army under my eommand was ex- 
pected to do, oF which way it was to move, if it moved at all, I sent 

he following dispatch : 
Hgapquanrers Anny or tHe Potomac, 
Berkeley, August 3, 1862. 

I hear of sea steamers at Fort Monroe ; are they for removing Te 
sick? Ifso, to what extent am I required to go in sending them off f 
T are not many who need go. 
ey in et way ——— of ee og ce er govern- 
ne to army, [am unable to judge wha on 
of the sick should leave here, and muet ask for specific orders. - 

G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

Major-General H. W. Hatiecx, 

Commanding United States Army Washington. 

If the army was to retreat to Fort Monroe, it was important that it 

should be unencumbered with any sick, wounded, or other men who 

at all interfere with its mobility; but if the ohject was to 

o te directly on Richmond, from the position we then occupied, 

were many cases of slight sickness which would speedily be 
cured, and the patients returned to daty. 

As the service of every man would be important in the event ofa 
forward offensive movement, I considered it to be of the utmost con- 
sequence that I should know what was to be done. It was to ascer- 
tain this that I sent the dispatch of 11 p. m. on the 3d, before receiy- 


ing the following telegrain : 
WaAsatnaron, August 3, 1862—7.45 p. m. 

I have waited most anxiously to learn the result of your forced re- 
connoissance towards Richmond, and also whether all your sick 
have been seut away, and I can get no answer to my telegram. 

It is determined to withdraw your army from ‘the Peninsula to 
Aquia Creek. You will take immediate measures to effect this, 
coverirg the movement the best you can. 

Its real object and withdrawal should be concealed even from your 
own officers. 

Your material and transportation should be removed first. You 
will assume control of all the means of transportation within your 
reach, aud apply to the naval forces for all the assistance they can 
render you. You will consult freely with the commander of these 
forces. The entire execution of the movement is left to your dis- 
Pony deem proper at F 

‘ou will leave such forces as you may deem ‘ort Mon- 
roe, Norfolk, and other places, which we must occu. 
H. W. HALLEOR, 
_ Major-General Commanding United States Army. 
Major-General Geo. B. MCCLELLAN. 
to obey this order with all possible rapidity, firmly 
impressed, however, with the conviction that the withdrawal of the 
army of the Potomac from Harrison’s landing, where its communi- 
cations had by the co-operation of the gunboats been rendered per- 
fectly secure, would, at that time, have the most disastrous edfoct 
upon our cause. 
did not, as the commander of that army, allow the occasion to 
aes without Laying | setting forth my views upon the subject to 
the authorities in the following telegrain: 
Heapquargters Army ov tne Potomac 
ley, August 4, 1862—12 m. 

Your telegram of last evening is received. I must confess that it 
has caused me tho greatest pain I ever experienced, for I am con- 
vinced that the order to withdraw this aay‘ Acquia creek will 

ve disastrous to our cause. I fearit will be a fatal blow. Several 

ys are necessary to —- the preparations for so important a 
movement as this, and while they are in progress, 1 beg that careful 
consideration may be given to my statements. 

Thia army is now in excellent discipline and condition. We hold 
a debouche on both benks of the James river, so that we are free to 
act in any direction ; and with the assistance of the gunboats, I con- 
sider our communications as now secure. 

We are twenty five (25) miles from Richmond, and are not likely to 
meet the enemy in force sufficient to tight a battle until we have 
marched fitteen (15) to eighteen (18) miles, which brings us practically 
within ten (10) miles of Richmond. Our longest line of land trans- 

rtation would be from this point twenty-tive (25) miles, but with 

1 ald of the gunboats we can supply the — by water during ita 
advance, certainly to within twelve (12) miles of Richmona. 

At Acquia creek we would be seventy-five (75) miles from Kich- 
mom), with land transportation all the ee 

From here to Fort Monroe is a march of about seventy (70) miles, 
for 1 regard it as impracticable to withdraw this army and its mate- 
rial, except by land. 

‘The result of the movement would thus be amarch ofone hundred 
and forty-tive (145) miles to reach a point now only twenty-five (26) 
miles distant, and to deprive ourselves entirely of the powerful ald of 
the gunboats and water transportation, 

Ald to this the certain demoralization of this army which would 
ensue, the terribly depressing effect upon the people of the north, and 
the strong probability that it would influence foreign powers to re- 
cognize our adv es ; and these appear to me sufficient reasons 
to make it ee dyty to urge in the strongest terms 
afforded by our language that this order may be rescinded, and that 
far from recalling this army, it may be promptly reinforced to enable 
it to resume the offensive. 

Tt may be said that there are no reinforcements available. I 
point te Burnside’s force ; to that of Pope, not necessary to maintain 
e strict defensive in front of Washington and r's Ferry ; to 
those portions of the army of the west not req for a strict de- 
fensive there. Here, directly in front of this army, is the heart of 
the rebellion ; it is here that all our resources should be collected to 
etrike the blow which will determine the fate of the nation. 

All points of secondary ce elsewhere should be abandonod 
and every available man brought here ; a decided victory here, and 
the mili strength of the rebellion is crushed. It matters not 
what partial reverses we may meet with elsewhere ; here is the true 
defence of Washington ; it is here, on the banks of the James, that 
the fate of the Union should be decided. 
in my convictions of right, strong in the consciousness that I 
have ever been, and still am, actuated solely by the love of my 
country, knowing that no ambitious or se motives have in- 
menced me from the commencement of this war, I do now, what I 
before, I entreat that this er may 





never did in my 


If my counsel does not prevail, I will with asad heart obey your 
orders to the utmost of my power, directing to the movemnenh. Ubieh 
I clearly foresee will be one of the utmost delicacy and difficulty 
whatever skill I may possess. Whatever the result may be—and 
may God grant that Iam mistaken in m forebodings “I shall at 
least have internal satisfaction that I have written and spoken 
frankly, and have sought to do the best in my power to avert disaster 


from my county. 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major General Commanding. 
Sete pew bBo ee Le United Slates Army. 
nm after sending this telegram, I reccived the following, in rep! 
#0 mine of 11 p. m. of the 3d. " ”" 
WaAsnisGton, August 4, 1862—12.45 p. m. 
My telegram to you of yesterday wil! a = in regard to 
future operations ; it was expected that you would have sent off your 
as thout’ waiting to know were or would be 
the intentions of the Government —— future movements. 
‘The expects that the instructions which were sent you 
Y, With his approval, will be carried out with all poss-ble 
and caution. The Quartermaster-General 


is sending to 
Sy Ae ee gon Sotsrtn 1 
. W. HA je eral. 
Major-General G. B. McCisitiay. weabecatees 
To which the following is my reply : 
Heapqvanrers —— or TEx Potomac, 
ley. A ¢ 6, 1862—7 a. m. 
of yesterday received, ona ia bel carried ‘oat as 


Your 
promptly as ible. With the means at my command, no human ! 


—— ve moved thg sick in the time you say you expected 
. > . ° 
GEO. RB. MceCLELLAN jor- General. 
Maj.-Gen. H. W. Hacieck, Com. U.S. Army. — 


My efforts for bringing about a change of policy were unsuccessful, 
S Na te ee x —— and letter received by me 
e nm. e 4th: 
~—e Wasuainaton, August 5, 1862—12 m. 
Yon cannot regret the order of the withdrawal more than I did the 
| necessity of giving it. It will not be rescinded, and you will be ex- 
} — to execute it with all possibic promptuess. It is believed that 
| it can be done now without serious danger. ‘I'his may not be so, if 
there should be any delay. 1 will write you my views more fully by 
mail. Ht. W. tia LLECK, Ifoj.-Gen. Com. U. 8. Army. 
Major-General G. B. McCLeuian. 


The letter waa as follows: 
Headquarters o7 toe Army 


Washington, August 6, 1862. 
Gwserat: Your telegram of yesterday was received this morning, 
and I imm telegraphed a brief reply, promising to write you 


more fully by 

You, certainly could not have been more pained at receiving 
my order than I was at the necessity of issuing it. 1 was advised by 
high officers, in whose judgment I had great confidence, to make the 
order immediately on my arrival here, but I determined not to do so 
until I could learn your wishes from a personal interview. And even 
after that interview 1 tried every means in my power to avoid with- 
p=. g your army, and delayed my decision as long as F dared to 

lelay 

I assure you, general, ft was not a hasty and inconsiderate act, but 
one that caused me more anxious thoughts than any other of my life. 
But after full and mature consideration of ali the pros and cons, I was 
reluctantly forced to the conclusion thatthe order must be issued~ 
there was to my mind no alternative. 

Allow me to allade to a few of the facts in the case. 

You and your ofileers at our interview estimated the enemy's forces in 
and around Richmond at two hundred thousand men. Since then, you 
and others report that they have received and aro receiving large re- 
inforcements from the south. General Pope’s Army, covering Wash- 
ington, is only about forty thousand. Your effective force is only about 
ninety thousand. You are thirty miles from Richmond, and General 

eighty or ninety, with the enemy directly between you ready to 
fall with his superior numbers upon one or the other as he may elect ; 
neither can reinforce the other in case of such an attaci. 

Yf General Pope’s army be diminished to reinforce you, Washington, 
Maryland, and Pennsylvania would be left uncovered and exposed, If 
your force be reau to strengthen Pope, you would be too weak to 
even hold the position you now occupy, siiould the enemy turn round 
and attack you in full force. In other words, the old Army of the 
Potomac is split into two parts, with tho entire force of the enemy 
directly between them. They cannot be united by land without ex- 
posing both to destruction, and yet they must be united. To send 
Popo’s forces by water to the Peninsula is, under present circumstances, 
a military impossibility. The only alternative is to send the forces on 
the Peninsula to some point by water, say Fredericksburgh, where the 
two armies can be united. 

Let me now allude to some of the objections which you have urged: 
you say that the withdrawal from the present position will cause the 
certain demoralization of the army “ wiich is now mm excellent discipline 
and condition.” 

Icaunot understand why a simple change of position to a new and by 
no means distant base will demoralize an army in excelicnt discipline, 
unless the officers themselves assist in that demoralization, which 1am 
satisfled they will not. 

Your change of front from your extreme right at Hanover Court House 
to your present condition was over thirty miles, but I have not beard 
that it demoralized your troops, notwithstanding the severe logses they 
sustained in effecting it. 

A new base on the Rappshannock at Fredericksburgh bripgs you 
within about sixty miles of Richmond, and secures a reinforcement of 
forty or fifty thousand h and disciplined troops. 

The change with such advantages will, I think, if properly represented 
to your army, encourago rather than demoralize your troops. More- 
over you, yourself, suggested that a junction might be effected at York- 
town, but that a flank march across the isthmus would be more hazard. 
ous than to retire to Fort Monroe. 

You will remember that Yorktown is two or three miles further than 
Fredericksburgh is. Besides, the latter is between Richmond and 
Washington, and covers Washington from any attack of the enemy. 

The political effect of the withdrawal may at first be unfavorable ; but 
I think the public are beginning to understand its necessity, and that 
they will have much more conildence in a united army than in its 
separated fragments. 

But you will reply, why not reinforce me here, eo that I can strike 
Richmond from my present position? ‘To do this, you said, at our 
interview, that you required thirty thousand additional troops. I 
told you that it was impoxsible to give youso many. You finally 
thought that you would have “some chance” of success wilh twenty 
thousand. But you afterwards telegraplied me that you would 
— thirty-five thousand, as the cnemy was being largely re- 
inforced. 


If your estimate of the enemy's strength was correct, your requist- 
tion was perfectly reasonable; but it was utterly impossible to fill 
it until new troops could be enlisted and organized, which would 
require several weeks. 

‘To keep your army in its present position until it could be so re- 
inforced would almost destroy it in that climate. 

The months of Auguat and September are almost fatal to whites 
who live on that part of James River; and even after you received 
the reinforcements asked for, you admitted that you must reduce 
Fort Darling aud the river batteries before you could advance on 
Richmond. 

It is by no means certain that the reduction of these fortifications 
would not requi iderable time—perhaps as much as those at 
Yorktown. 

This delay might not only be fatal to the health of your army, but 
in the mean time General Pope’s forces would be exposed to the 
heavy blows of the enemy witbout the slighest hope of assistance 


m you. 

In to the demoralizing effect of a withdrawal from the 
Peninsula to the Rappahannock, I must remark that a large number 
of your highest officers, indeed a majority of those whose opinions 
have been re d to me, are decidedly in favor of the movement. 
Even sev: ofthose who originally advocated the line of the Pen- 
insula now advise its abandonment. 

I have not inquired, and do not wish to know, by whose advice or 
for what reasons the Army of the Pot Was separated into two 
parts with the enemy between them. I must take things as I find 











them. 

I find the forces divided, and I wish to unite them. Only one 
feasible plan has been presented for doing this. If you, or any one 
else, j meee a better plan, I certainly should have adopted it. 
But all of your plans require reinforcements which it is impossible 
to give you. It is very easy to ask for reinforcements, but it is not 
80 easy give them when you have no disposable troops at your 
command. 

I have written very plainly as I understand the case, and I hope 
you will give me credit for having fully considered the matter, 
although I may have arrived at very different conclusions from your 
own. 


Very ee res obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, General-in- Chief. 
Maj.-Gen. G. B. McCieviay, Com. dc., Berkeley, Va. 
On the 7th I reccived the following telegram: 
WASHINGTON, August 7, 1862—10 a. m. 
You will immediately report the number of sick sent off since you 
ved my order, the number still to be shipped, and the amount of 
transportation at your disposa]—that is, the number of persons that 
can be carried on all the vessels which by my order you were author- 


ized to control. 
: H. W. HALLECK, Major-General. 
Major-General G. B. McCLeLuay. 
To which I made this reply: | 
Heapquarteas Aruy OF The Potomac, 
August 7, 1862—10.40 p. m. 

Tn reply to P dispatch of 10 a. m. to-day, I report the number 
of sick sent off since I received your order as fellows: ‘Phree thousand 
seven hundred and forty, including some that are embarked to-night 
and will leave in the morning. The number still to be shipped is, 
as nearly as can be ascertained, five thousand seven hundred. 

The embarkation of five batteries of artillery, with their horses, 

agons, &c., required most of our available boats except the ferry- 
boats. All the transports that can ascend to this place have been 
ordered up; they will be here to-morrow evening. Colonel Ingalls 
| reports to me that there are no transports now available for cavalry, 

and will not be for two or three days. As soon as they can be o 
tained I shall send off the First New York cavalry. 

After the transports with sick and wounded have returned, in- 
clading some heavy-draft steamers at Fort Monroe that cannot come 








We have some here, but are laden with commi 
suppiies and are available.” and —o7 
e now employed in transporting sick and wounded 


will carry 12,000 weil infantry soldiers. ‘Those at Fort Monroe, and 
of too heavy draft to come here, will carry 8,000 or 10,000 infantry. 
Several of the largest steamers have been used for transportin 
prisoners of war, and have only become available for the sick 
to-day. 


GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

Maj.-Gen. H. W. Hatugck, Com. U. S. Army. 

‘ — report of my chief-quartermaster upon the subject is as 
‘vllows: 
Headquarters or THe Army OF THE Potomac, 
Office of Chief-Quarlermaster, Harrison's Landing, Aug. 7, 1862. 

Gexrrac: I have the honor to return the papers herewith which 
you sent me, with the following remarks: 

We are embarking five batteries of artillery, with their horses, bag- 
gage, &c., which requires the detailing of most of our available boats, 
except the ferryboats. ‘The medical department has ten or twelve of 
our trans vessels, which, if disposable, could carry 12,000 
men. des, there are some heavy-draft steamers at Fort Monroe 
—_ cannot come to this point, but which can carry 8,000 or 10,000 
nfantry. 

I oes ordered all up here tht can ascend to this depot. They 
will be here to-morrow evening. As it now is, after the details 
peer d made, we cannot transport from this place more than 5,000 

‘antry. 

There are no transports now available for cavalry. From and after 
to-morrow, if the vessels arrive, I could transport 10,000 ree? 
In two or three days a regiment of cavalry can be sent if required. If 
you wait, and ship from Yorktown or Fort Monroe alter the sick and 
wounded transports are at my disposal, we can transport 25,000 ata 
time. The number that can be transported is contingent on circum- 
stances referred to. 

Most of the propellers here are laden with commissary or other 
supplies, and most of the tugs are neceesary to tow off sail craft also 
laden with supplies. 

I au, very eo , your most obedient servant, 
UFUS. INGALLS, Caief- Quarlermaster. 

General R. B. Marcr, Chief of Staff. 

On the 9th I received this dispatch : 

Wasuincton, August 9, 1862—12.45 p. m. 

Iam of the opinion that the enemy is massing his forces in front of 
Generals Pope and Burnside, and that he expects to crush them and 
move forward tothe Potomac. 

You must send reinforcements instantly to Acquia creek. 

idering the t of transportation at your disposal, your delay 
is not satisfactory. You must move with ali possible celerity. 
H. W. HALLECK, Major-General. 

Major-General G. B. McCieuiay. 

To which I sent the following reply : 

Heapquarters ARMY OF 1H2 Potomac, 
Berkeley, August 10, 1862—8 a. m. 

Telegram of yesterday received. The batteries sent to Burnside took 
the last availabie transport yesterday morning. Enough have since ar- 
rived to ship one regiment of cavalry to-day. The sick are being em- 
barked as rapidly as possible. There has been no unnecessary delay, 
as you assert—not an hour’s—but everything has been and is being 
pushed as rapidly as possible to carry out your orders. 

G. B. MoCiettay, Major-General Commanding. 

Major-General H. W. Hatteck, Cummanding U. S. Army. 

The following report, made on the same day by the oilicer then in 
charge of the transports, exposes the injustice of the remark in the’dis- 
patch of the general in-cbiet, that, ‘considering the amount of transpor- 
tation at your disposai your delay is not satisfactory.” 

ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S UFFICE, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
Harrison’s Landing, Virjinia, August 10, 1862. 

Colonel Ingalls, being himeeif ill, has requested me to telegraph to you 
concerning the state and capacity of the transports now here. On the 
night of the Sth 1 dispatched eleven steamers, principally small ones, 
and six schooners, with tive batteries of heavy horse artillery, none of 
which have yet returned. 

Requisition is made this morning for transportation of one thousand 
eavalry to Acquia creek. All the schooners that had been chartered for 
carry ag horses have been long since discharged, or changed into freight 
vessels, 

A large proportion of the steamers now here are still loaded with 
stores, or are in the floating bospital service engaged in removing the 
sick. To transport the one thousand cavalry to-day will take ell the 
available steamers now here not engaged in the service of the harbor. 
These steamers could take a large number of mfantry, but are not well 
adapted to the carrying of horses, and much space is thus lost. Several 
steamers are expected bere today, and we are unloading schooners 
rapidly ; most of these are not chartered, but are being taken for the 
service required, at same rates of pay as other chartered sclooners. 
If you could cause a more speedy retura of the steamers sent away from 
here, it would facilitate matters. C. G. SAWTELLE, 

Capiain and Assistani-Quarlermaster, commanding Depct. 

General M. C. Merce, 

Quartermaster-General United S.ates Army, Washington. 

Our wharf facilities at Harrison’s Landing were very limited, admit- 
ting but few vessels at one time. These were continually in use as long 
as there were disposable veaselz, and the officers of the medical and 
quartermaster’s-departments, with all the available forces, were inces- 
sautly occupied day and night in embarking and seuding off the sick 
men, troops, aud material. 

Notwitbstanding the repeated representations I made to the general- 
in-chief that such were the facts, on the 10th I received the following : 

WasHINGTON, August 10, 1852—12 p. m. 

The enemy is crossing the Rapidan in large force. They are fighting 
General Pope to-day ; there must be no fuither delay in your move- 
ments ; that which has already occurred was entirely unexpected, and 
must be satisfactorily explained. Let not a moment’s time be lost, and 
telegraph me daily what progress you have made in executing the order 
to transfer your troops. H. W. HALLECK, Major-General. 

Major-General G. B. McCLeriax. 

To which I sent this reply : 

HsaDQuARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, 
Berkeley, August 10, 1862—11.30 p. m. 

Your dispatch of to day is received. I assure you again that there has 
not been any unnecessary delay in carrying @t your orders. 

You are probably laboring under some great mistake as to the amount 
of transportation available here. 

Ihave pushed matters to the utmost in gotiing off our sick, and the 








troops you ordered to Lurnside. 
Colonel Ingalls has more than once informed the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral of the condition of our water transportation. From the fact that 


you directed mo to keep the order secret, 1 took it for granted that sou 
would take the steps necessary to provide the requisite transportation. 

A large number of transports for all arms of service, and fur wagous, 
should at once be sent to Yorktowa and Fort Monroe. 

I shall be ready to move the whole army by land the moment the 
sick are disposed of. You may be sure that not an hour's delay will oc- 
cur that can be avoided. I fear you do not realize the difficulty of the 
operation proposed. 

The regiment of cavalry for Burnside has been in course of embarka- 
tion to-day and to-night; (10) ten steamers were required for the pur- 
yous (1,258) twelve hundred and fifty-eight sick loaded to-day and to- 
hight. 


Our means exhausted, oxccpt one vessel returning to Fort Monroe in 
the morning, which will take some (500) five hundred cases of slight 
sickness. 

The prezent moment is probably not the proper one for me to refer to 
the unnecessary, harsh, and unjust tone of your telegrams of late. It 
will, however, make vo aifference to my official action. 

G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

Major-General H. W. Hatizcx, Commanding U. S. Army. 

Ou the eleventh this report was made : 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Berkeley, August 11, 1862—11.30 p. m. 

The embarkation of (850) eight hundred and fifty cavalry, and (1} 
oue brigade of infantry will be completed by (2) two o'clock in the 
morning ; (500) tive hundred sick were embarked to-day. Another 
vessel arrived to-night, and (600) six hundred more sick are now 
being embarked. I still have somo (4,000) four thousand sick to dis- 
pose of, You have been greatly m sicd as to the amountof transporta- 
tion at my disposal. 

Vessels loaded to their utmost capacity with stores, and others indis- 
pensable for service bere, have been reported to you as available for 
carrying sick and well. I am sending off all that can be unloaded at 
Fort Monroe to have them return here. I repeat that I have lost no 
time in carrying out your orders. 

G. B. MCCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

Major Genera! H. W. Hatreck, Commanding U.S. Army. 

On the same day I received the following from the quartermaster !5 





i to this point, we can transport twenty-live thousand men at a time. 


charge of the depot : 
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Fesruary 27, 1864. 


ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICF, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Harrison's Landing, August 11, 18%2. 

Cor.oxet: In reply to the commmnication from General Marcy, 
which was referred to me by you, I have to state that there are now 
in this harbor no disposable transports not already detailed, either 
for the use of the hospital department, for the transportation ofthe Ist 
W. Y¥. Cavalry, or for the necessary service in the harbor. I think the 
steamers loading and to be loaded with cavalry could take in addition 
three thousand infantry. These boats are, however, directed to leave 
as fast as they are loaded; some have already started. The embar- 
kation of this cavalry regiment is going on very slowly, and it is not in 
my power to hurry the matter, although I have had several agents of 
the department and one commissioned officer at the wharf, to render 
all the assistance possible, The entire army is this morning turning 
in, to be stored on. vessels, knapsacks, officers’ baggage, and other 
surplus property, and with our limited wharf facilities it is impossible, 
unless the regular issues of forage, &c., are suspended, to avoid great 
confusion and delay with what is already ordered to be done. Of 
course, if any infantry is ordered to embark on these cavairy trans- 
ports, the confusion and difficulties will be increased. 

I know of no boats that may be expected here to-day, except the 
South America and Fanny Cadwallader, a propeller which was or- 
dered to be sent back from Fort Monree. m 1 

The transports with the artiliery lett for Acquia creek on the 
right of the 8th and the morning of the 9th, They were ordered to re- 
turn immediately. » : : 

ery respectfully, your obedient servant. 
ential is C. G. SAWTELLE, 
Captain and A. Q. M., commanding Depot. 
Lieut. Colonel RuFrus INGALLS, 
A. D. C. and Chicf Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac, 

On the 12th I received the following :— 

WasntnctTor. August 12, 1862—12 m, 

The Quartermaster-General informs me that nearly every available steam 
vessel in the country is now under your control. To send more from Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, and New York, would interfere with the transportation of 
army supplies, and break up the channel of travel by which we are to bring 
forward the new troops. Burnside moved nearly thirteen thousand (13,000) 
troops to Acquia Creek in Jess than two (2) days, and his transports were im- 
mediately sent back to you. All vessels in the James River and the Chesa- 
peake Bay were placed at your disposal, and it was supposed that (6) eight or 
(i9) ten thousand of your men could be transported daily. 

In addition to steamers, there is alarge fleet of sailing vessels which could 
be used as transports. 

The bulk of your material on shore, it was thought, could be sent to For- 
Monroe, covered by that part of the Army which could not get water transpor- 
tation. Such were iews of the Government here; perhaps we were mis- 


Se oo ee 

























informed as to the facts. If so, the delay could be explained. Nothing in my 
telegram was intentionally harsh or unjust, but the delay was so unexpected 








that an explanation was required. There has been, and is, the most urgent 
necessity tor dispatch, and nota single moment must be lost in getting addi- 
tional troops ia frout of Washington. 
H. W. HALLECK, Major-General. 
Major-General G. B. McCietiay. 
I telegraphed the following reply :— 
IEADQUARTERS Army OF tnx PoTomAc, 
Berkeley, August 12, 1862—11 p. m. 
It is positively the fact that no more 
hare gone, and that no unneces- 
fore your 's were received, Colonel Ingails 
els to come from Monroe. Officers have been sent 
Have heard nothing here of Burnside’s fleet. 
) e—such as Atlantic and Baltic—which draw 
1 accommodations exhausted this side New 
tic and Baltic with serious cases, for New York, 
for the present at Monroe. In this way can pro- 
ifthe @,40U) thirty-four hundred sick, still on hand, by day afier to- 
t. 


Your dispatch of noon to 
men could have been emb 
gary delay has occurred. 
directed all available + 
to take personal direct 
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that you have been misinformed as to the availability of vessels on 
ded supply vessels for troops or animals, 
e here, which have been represented to 
nis Army. 

) il find very ¢ delay in embarking troops and material at 
Yorktown and Monroe, boti want of vessels and of facilities of embarka- 
tion ; at least two additional w ves should at once be built ateach place. 1 
— two at the latter some (2) two weeks ago, but you couctermanded the 
order. 

I learn that wharf accommodations at Acquia are altogether inadequate for 
landing troops and supplies to any large extent. Notan hour should be lost in 
remedying this. 

Great delay will ensue there from shallow water. Yon will find a vast defi- 
elency in horse transports. We had nearly two hundred when we came here ; 
I learn of only (20) twenty provided now ; they carry about (SW) horses each. 
More hospital accommodations should be provided. We are much impeded 
here, because our wharves are nsed night and day to land current supplies. 
At Monro n Ity will r 
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means were in hand, his outfit especially prepared for the purpose, and his 
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ary delay, but I cannot mann 
verience, and because it « 
nga p oses, because y 

ound you, who ought to know the inherent difficul 

g. It is not possible for any one to place this Army 
sady to move, in less than a month. 
Washington is in danger now, this Army can scarcely arrive in time to 
save it; it isin much bet sition to do so from here than from Acquia. 
d by using the whole Army to cover it, if we 
nsibly weakened by detachments, the result might be the 
h material and many men. I will be at the telegraph oilice 
a G. BG. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
eral H. W. TWatreck, Washingion, D. C. 
easons given in the foregoing dispatch, to show why Gencral 
Burnside’s movement from Fort Monroe was fot a fair criterion for our 
operations, the following may be added :— 

He was not encumbered by either sick or wounded men. 

He bad no cavalry, artillery, wagons,or teams. His force consisted 
of infantry alone, with a few ambulances and officers’ horses. 

His baggage was already on the transports, where it had remained 
since his arrival from North Carolina, and his men had only to resume 
their places on board. 

he cavalry and artillery mentioned in my dispatches of the 7th, 10th, 
and 1ith, were sent to supply his total deficiency in those arms. ; 

I may also repeat that the vessels used by General Burnside had not 
returned from Acquia creek when the Army lJeft Harrison’s bar. 

It will be seen by the concluding paragraph of the foregoing dispatch 
that, in order to have a more direct, speedy, and full explanation of the 
covdition of affairs in the Army than 1 could by sending asingle dispatch 
by steamer to the nearest telegraph office at Jamestown island, some 
seventy miles distant, and waiting ten hours for a reply, I proposed to 
g° in person to the oflice. This I did. 

Oa my arrival at Jamestown ieland, there was an interruption in the 
electric current, which rendered it necessary for me to continue on to 
Fort Monroe, and across the Chesapeake bay to Cherry Stone inict, on 
the “eastern shore,’’ where I arrived late in the evening, and imme- 
diately sent the annexed dispatches : ~ 

, Curenry Srone, Avqnuet 13, 1862—11.30 p. m. 

Please come to effice > Wish totalk to you. What news "ope? 
> a swf ‘or-Gener 
Major-General H. W. Hatrrce. ua Major-General, 

Cuerry Stone Inver, Angust 14, 1862—12.20 a. m. 
al th you; found cable br« and 











not been pro- 







































tame here 





2 llP.™ (See above dispatch of J zust 
we a ; = . ‘ y burned wharves at City Point yes- 
mz we ay be pickets within eight (8) miles of Coggin’s point yesterday. 
oan ~ Ses aegis State that large force with guns left Richmond norib- 
arG Ob SUuUat ye 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-Geners 
Major-General H. W. Wattecr, Was, Pim it oo IcCLELLAN, Major-General. 


To which the following reply was received : 
Wasurscto 
There is no cha 
2. There isn 
re is nodidicultyi 
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Major-General G. B. McCrerzax. H.W. UALLECK, Major-General 

Berore i bad time to decipher and reply to this dispatch, the te 
operator in Washington informed me that General Halleck had gone out 
of the office immediately after writing this dispatch, without leaving any 
intimation of the fact for me, or waiting for any further information as 
to the object of my journey across the bay. As there was no possibility 
of other communication with him at that time, I sent the following dis- 
patch, and returned to Harrison’s landing : vii 

Cuerry Stone INLET, Awqust 14, 1842—1.4/ 
rders will be obeyed. I return at once. Thad oat te a 
d fuller conversation with you, after travelling so far for the purpose. 
: G. B. MCCLELLAN, Major-General. 
fajor-General H. W. Hattecx, Washington, D. C. 

Un the 14th and 16th, and before we had been able to embark all our 
Sick men, two Army corps were put in motion towards Fort Monroe. 
This was reported in the annexed dispatch : 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Berkeley, August 14, 1862—11 p. m. 
Movement has commenced by land and water. Ali sick will be away to- 
morrow night. Everything being done to carry out your orders. I don’t like 
ackson’s movements; he will suddenly appear when least expected. Wiil 
telegraph fully and understandingly in the morning 
, G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Major-General H. W. Hatrzce, Washington, D. C. 


legraph 
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The phrase “ movement has commenced,” it need not be remarked, 
referred obviously to the movement of the main army, after com- 
pleting the necessary preliminary movements of the sick, &c., &c. 

The perversion of the term, to which the General-in-Chief eaw fit 
to give currency in a letter to the Secretary of War, should have been 
here rendered impossible by the dispatches which precede this of the 
14th, which show that the movement really begun immediately after 
the receipt of the order of August 4th. 

The progress made in the movement on the 15th was reported in 
the following dispaiches: 

Heapquantens ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Aug. 15, 1862—12 m. 

Colonel Ingalls this moment reports that after embarking the remaining 
brigade of McUali’s division, with the sick, who are constantly accumulating, 
the transports now disposabie will ve ali consumed. 

Two of my army corps r 2ed last night and this morning en route for 
Yorktown—one ria Jone’s Bridge, and the other via Barreti’s Ferry, where 
we have a pontoon bridge. The other corps will be pushed forward as fast as 
the roads are clear, aud I hope beiure to-morrow moruing to bave the entire 
army in motion. 

A report has just been received from my pickets that the enemy in force {s 
advancing on us from the Chickahominy, but I do not credit it; shall know 
soon. Should any more transports arrive here before my departure, and the 
enemy do not show such a force in our front as to require all the troops I have 
remaining to insure the safety of the land movement with ils immense train, I 
shall send every man by water that transports wil! carry. 

4 G. B, McCULELLAN, Mejor-General. 

Major-General IL. W. Hauircn, Com. U.S. Army. 

HEADQUARTESS ARMY OF TIF Potomac, 
Berkeley, Aug. Vi, 1862—1.0 p. m. 
he advanced corps and trains are fairiy started. I icarn nothing niore in 
jon to reported advance of rebels via Jones’ Bridge. Shali push ihe 


movement as rapidly as possible. 
! G. B. McCLELLAN, Mujor-General. 

Major-Gencral H. W. Hatreck, Washington, D, C. 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac, 
Berkeley, Aug. V5, 1362—10 p. m. 
sin’s Point {s abandoned. The whole of McCall's division, with its artil- 
lery, is now en route for Burnside. We have not yet transportation sullicient 
for our sick. I hope we will get it to-morrow. 

Porter is across the Chickahominy, near its mouth, with his wagons and 
reserve ortillery. Heintzelman at Jones’ Bridge with a portion of his corps. 
They wiliail be up by morning. 

Avereil’s cavalry on the other side. All quiet thus far. I cannot get the 
last of the wagons as far as Charles City Court House before some time tu-mor- 
row afternoon. : 

I am hurryiag matters with the utmost rapidity possible. Wagons will move 


all night. 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

Major-General IL. W. Watreck, Washington, D. G. 

After the commencement of the movement, it was continued with 
the utmost rapidity, until all the troops and material were en rowle 
both by land and water, on the morning of the 16th. 

Late in the afternoon of that day, when the last man had disap- 
peared from the deserted camps, I followed with my personal staff in 
the track of the Grand Army of the Potomac; bidding fareweil to the 
scenes still covered with the marks of its presence, and to be 
forever memorable in history as the vicinity of its most brilliant 
exploits. 

Previous to the departure of the troops, I had directed Captain 
Duane, of the engineer corps, to proceed to Barrett’s Ferry, near the 
mouth of the Chickahominy, and throw across the river at that point 
a pontoon bridge. This was executed promptly and satisfactorily 
under the cover of gunboats ; and an excellent bridge of about two 
thousand feet in length was ready for the first arrival of troops. 

The greater part of the army, with artillery, wagon trains, &c., 
crossed it rapidly, and in perfect order and safety, so that on the night 
of the 17th everything was across the Chickahominy, except the rear- 
guard, which croseed early on the morning of the 18th, when the 
pontoon bridge was immediately removed. 

General Porter’s corps, which was the first to march from Har- 
rison’s Landing, had been pushed forward rapidly, and on the 16th 
reached Williamsburg, where I bad directed him to halt until the 
entire army was across the Chickahominy. 

On his arrival at Williameburg, however, hereceivrd an intercepted 
letter, which led to the belicf that General Pope would have to con- 
tend against a very heavy force then in his front. General Porter, 
therefore, very properly took the responsibility of continuing his 
march directly on to Newport News, which place he reached on the 
morping of the 18th of August, having marched his corps sixty miles 
in the short period of three days and one night, halting one day at the 
crossing of the Chickahominy. 

The embarkation of this corps commenced as soon as transports 
were ready, and on the 20th it had all sailed for Aquia Creek. I 
made the following report from Barrett’s Ferry: 

TEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Barrett's Ferry, Chickahominy, Aug. 17, 1862—11 a. m. 

Breyiis g - removed from our camp at Harrison’s Bar. No property nor 
n left behind, 
he (5th) fifth corps is at Williamsburg with all its wagonsand the reserve 
ry. The (Gd) third corps is on the march from Jones’ Bridge to Williams- 
, ria Diascund Bridge, and has probably passed the latter before this hour. 
-rell’s cavalry wa everything in that direction. 
1¢ mass of the wagons have passed the pontoon bridge here, and are 
parked on the other side. Peck’s wagons are now crossing; his division will 
soon be over. Headquarters wagons follow Peck’s. I hope to have every- 
thing over to-night, and _ the bric moved by daylight. ay be delayed be- 
yond that time. Came here to see Burnside, otherwise should have remained 
with the rese-guaee: Thus far all is quiet, and not a shot that I kuow of since 
we began the march. 

shall not feel entirely secure unti] I have the whole army beyond the 
Chickabominy. I will then begin to forward troops by water as fast as trans- 


poriation permits. 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Com, 

Maj.-Gen. H. W. Hatrecr, Com. U.S. A., Washington, D. C. 

On the 18th and 19th our march was continued to Williamsburg 
and Yorktown, and on the 20th the remainder of the army was ready 
to embark at Yorktown, Fortress Monroe, and Newport News. 

The movement of the main body of the army on this march was 
covered by General Pleasonton with his cavalry and horse artillery. 
That officer remained at Haxall’s until the army had passed Charles 
City Court House, when he gradually fell back, picking up the strag- 
giers as he proceeded, and crossed the bridge over the Chickahominy, 
after the main body had marched towards Wiiliamsburg. His troops 
were the last to cross the bridge, and he deserves great credit for the 
manner in which he performed this duty. 

General Averell did a similar service, in the same satisfactory way, 
in covering the march of the 3d corps. 

As the campaign on the Peninsula terminated here, I cannot close 
this part of my report without giving an expression of my sincere 
thanks and gratitude to the officers and men whom I had the honor 
to command. 

From the commencement to the termination of this most arduous 
campaign, the Army of the Potomac always evinced the most perfect 
subordination, zeal, and alacrity in the performance of all the duties 
required of it. 

Phe amount of severe labor accomplished by this army in the con- 
struction of entrenchments, roads, bridges, &c. was enormous; yet 
all the work was performed with the most gratifying cheerfulness and 
devotion to the interests of the service. 

During the campaign ten severely contested and sanguinary battles 
had been fought, besides numerous smaller engagements, in which 
the troops exhibited the most determined enthusiasm and bravery. 
They submitted to exposure, sickness, and even death, without a 
murmur. Indeed, they had become veterans im their country’s 
cause, and richly deserved the warm commendation of the govern- 
ment. 

It was in view of these facts that this seemed to me an appropriate 
occasion for the General-in-Ciief to give, in general orders, some ap- 
preciative expression of the services of the army while upon 
the Peninsula. Accordingly, on the 18th I sent him the following 
dispatch: 
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TizaDQuaRTeERs ARMY Or thE Potomac, 
‘ August 18, 1862—11 p. m. 

Please say 2 kind word to my army that I can repeat to them in general 
orders in regard to their conduct at Yorktown, Williamsburg, West Point, 
Hanover Court House, and on the Chickahominy, as well a3 in regard to the 
(7) seven days and the recent retreat. 

No one has ever said anything to cheer them but myseif. Say nothing abont 
me. Mereiy give my men and officers credit for what they havedone. It will 
do you much good, and will strengthen you much with them if you issue a 


handsome order to them in regard to what they have accomplished. They 
deserve it 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

Major-General Hattecn, Washington, D. C. 

As no reply was received to this communication, and no order was 
issued by the General-in-Chief, I conclude that suggestion did not 
meet his approbation. } 

All the personnel and material of the army had been transferred 
from Harrison’s Landing to the different points of embarkation in 
the very brief period of five days without the slightcet loss or damage. 
Porter's troops eailed from Newport News on the 19th and 20th. 
Heintzelman’s corps sailed from Yorktown on the 2ist. On that day 
I received the following teregram trom the General-in-Chief: 

Wasrincton, A 21, 1862—6 p. n-. 

Leave such garrisons in Fortress Monroe, Yorktown, &c., as you may deem 
a oy They will be replaced by new troops as rapidly as possible. 

The torces of Burnside aad Pope are hard pushed, require aid aa rapidly 
as you can send it, Come yourself as soon as you can. 





4 — — 











By all means see that the troops sent hare plenty of ammunition. We have 


yy pave to supply them. Moreover, they may hare to fight as soon as 
y jaw 
I. W. HALLECK, Maj.-Gen. Com. U.S. ° 
General McCie.ay, " — 


‘Lo which the following are replies: 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF Tre Potomac, 

Fortress Monroe, Aug. 2\, 1862—7.30 p. m. 
‘ 2 ived. I have not dost an hour in sending 
troops, nor will I. Franklin is here, and I will try to get some of his troops on 
board to-night. I had atready ordered all the ammunition forward. 

I will put headquarters on beard ship early to-morrow morning, so that I 
can leave ata moment's notice. Lhope that I'can get of tomorrow. Shall 1 
£0 in person to Acquia, or do you wish to see me first at Washington? It you 


wish it I can probably ship quite an amount of ammunition tor other troops 


than this army. as 
‘ - B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Major-General Hatteck, Washington, D. C. hci 
Heapquanters Army or tne Poromsc, 
Fort Monroe, Aug. 21, 1362--10.25 p. m. 

T hare ample supplies of ammunition for infantry andartillery, and will have 
itupintime. I can supply any deficiency that may exist in General Pope's 
army. Quite a number of vitled field guns are on hand here. 

The forage is the only question for you to atiend to; please have that ready 
for me at Acquia. I want many more schooners for cavalry horses ; they should 
have water on hand when they come here. "4 

If you have leisure, and there is no objection, please communicate to me fally 


the siate of ailairs, and your plaus. Iwill then be enabled to arrange details 


understandingly. 
F G. B. MoCLELUAN, Major-General. 

Major-General Hattecr, Wa: hington. 

Immediately on reaching Fort Monroc, I gave directions for 
stengthening the defences of Yorktown, to resist any attack from the 
direction of Richmond, and left General Keyes, with his corps, to 
perform the work, and temporarily garrison the place. 

I telegraphed as follows on the 22d: 

HeaDQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Fort Monroe, Aug. 22, 1862—2.15 p. m. 

Dispatch of to-day received. Franklin’s corps is embarking as rapidly as 
possible. Samner's corps is at Newport News, ready to embark as fast as 
transportation arrives. Keyes is still at Yorktown, putting it in a proper state 
of defence. I think that all of Franklin’s corps will get off to-day, and hope 
to commence With Sumner to-morrow. I shall then push off the cavalry and 


wagons. 
ds G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Major-Ceveral H. W. Hatrece, Warhington, D. C. 
LizaDQuaktTers ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Fort Monroe, Aug. 22, 1862—3.40 p. m. 

Two (2 good ordnance sergeants are needed immediately at Yorktown and 
Gloucester. The new defences are arranged and commenced. 

Irecommend that (5,000) five thousand new troops be sent immediately to 
garrison York and Gloucester. They should be commanded by an experienced 
general oflicer, who can discipline andinstructthem. About (900) nine hundred 
should be artillery. Irecommend that a new regiment, whose colonel is an 
artillery oflicer, or graduate, be designated as heavy artillery, and sent there, 
A similar regiment is absolutely necessary here. 

G. Ei. McCLELLAN, JJajor-General. 

Major-General Il. W. Hatieck, Com. U.S. Army. : 

On the 23d Franklin’s corpssailed. I reported this in the following 
dispatch: 


Your dispatch of (6) six p. m, re 






e 











Meapquarters Army or tue Potomac, 
Fort Monroe, Aug. 23, 1362—1.30 p. m. 
Franklin’s corps has started. I shall start for Acquia in about half an hour. 
No transports yet for Sumner’s corps. 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-Gnnerat. 
Major-General If. W. Hauteck, Com. U. S. Army. 
On that evening I sailed with my staff for Acquia Creek, where I 
arrived at daylight on the following moruing, reporting as follows: 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Acquia Creek, Aug. 24, 1862, 
I have reached here, and respectfully report for orders. 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-Generat. 
Major-General Hatteck, Com. U. S. Army. 
1 algo telegraphed as follows: 
LIZADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToOMAS, 
‘Aquia Creek, Aug. 24, 1362—2 p.m. 
Your telegram received. Morell’s scouts report Rappahannock Station 
burned and abandoned by Pope, without any notice to More!l or Sykes. This 
was telegraphed yousome hoursago. Reynolds Reno, and Stevens are sup- 
posed to be with Pope, as nothing can be heard of them to-day. Morell and 
Sykes are near Morrisville Post Oflice, watching the lower furds of Beppe 
nock, with no troops between there and Rappahannock Station, which is 
reported abandoned by aa 
*Jease inform me immediately exactly where Pope is, and what doing ; wati) 
I know that I cannot regulate Porter’s movements ; he is much exposed now, 
and decided measures should be taken at once. Until 1 know what my com 
mand and position are to be, and whether you still intend to place me in the 
command indicated in your first letter to me, and orally through General Baru 
side, at the Chickahominy, I cannot decide where I can be of most use. It 
your determinati I d 





is unchanged, I ought to go Alexandria at once. Vilease 


define my position and dutics. 
saiestttacick G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Major-General H. W. Hattecx, Com. U. S. Army. 


To which I received the following reply: 
Wasnincton, Ang. 24, 1262. 
You ask me for information which I cannot gp. I do not know either 
where General Pope is, or where the enemy in force is. These are matters 
which I have all day been most anxious to ascertain. 
H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chicf. 
Major-General McCcerran. 


On the 26th I received the following: : 
Wasutnoton, August 26, 1862—11 a. m. 

There is reason to believe that the enemy is moving a large force into the 
Shenandoah valley. Reconnoissances will scon determine. General Heintz- 
elman’s corps was ordered to report to General Pope, and Kearney’s will 
probably be sent to-day against the enemy’s fiank. Don't draw oat Soe 
down the Rappahannock at present; we shall probably want them all in the 
direction of the Shenandoah. Perhaps you had better leave General Burnside 
in charge at Acquia creek, and come to Alexandria, as very great irregularities 
are reported there: General Franklin’s corps will move as soon as it receives 


ts tation. 
sresceemente H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chig. 

Major-General G. B. McCLetian. 

On receipt of this I immediately sailed for Alexandria, and reported 
as follows: 

ALEXANDRIA, Ang. 27, 1862—8 a. m. 

I arrived here last night. and have taken measures to ascertain the state of 
affairs here, and that proper remedies may be applied. Just received a ramor 
that railway bridge over Bull Run was burned last night. 

Get. 8 ¢ B. MCCLELLAN, Major-General, 
-Gene: . W. Hattece, Com. U. TMI. 

neeedenen ALEXANDRIA, Aug. 27, 1862—9.40 a. m. 

Shetewe is quiet, although quite full of soldiers, who are said to be chiefly 
convalescents, 

The affairs of the Quartermaster’s Department are reported as going on 


weil. 

It is sald that the Bull’s Run bridge will be repaired by to-morrow. The 
disembarkation of Sumner’s corps commenced at Acquia yesterday afternoon. 
I found that he couid reach Rappahannock Station earlier that way than from 


here. 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Major-General If. W. Watreck, Com. U. S. Army. 
On the same day I received the following: 
ASHINGTON, Aug. 27, 1862. 
Telegrams from General Porter to General Burnside, just received, say that 
Banks is at Fayetteville; McDowell, Sigel, and_ Ricketts near Warrenton; 
Reno on his rigkt. Porter is marching on W: nton Junction, to reinforce 
Pope. Nothing said of Ueintzelman. Porter reports a general battle imminent, 
Franklin’s corps should move out by forced marches, carrying three or four 
days’ provisions, and to be supplied, as far as possible, by railroad. Perhaps 
you may prefer some other road than to Centreville. Colonel Haupt has just 
telegraphed about sending out troops. Please see him, and give him your 
directions. There has been some serious neglect to guard the railroad, which 
yr 


Men H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief 
Major-General McCLeLian. 
I replied as follows: 





Avexanpnrra, Ang. 27, 1862—10 a. m, 

Telegram this moment received. I have sent orders to Franklin to prepare 
to march with h's corps at once, and to repair here in person toinform me as te 
his meaus of transportation. 

Kearney was yesterday at Rappahannock Station ; Porter at Bealton, Kelli 
Barnells, 4c. Sumner oe — to-day. Wiliamy 
Massachusetts Cavalry will be mostly at Falmou y: 

I loaned ae _ personal escort (one squadron 4th Regulars) to scout 
down Rappahannock. 

I have = for Contes me come ne by as I gain any infor- 
mat. vill forward i ugh you may alre: ; 

en wil reward 8, ene” 79'S. B. MECLELLAN, Majer Gi 

Major-General H. W. Hatteck, Washington, D.C. 

I also received the following telegrams : 

_——-, Aug. 27, 1862. 


Direct General Casey to furnish you about five thousand of the new troops 
under his command. 

Take entire direction of the sending out of the troops from Alexandria. 

Determine auestions of priority in transportation, and the places they shall 
occupy. Pope’s headouarters are near Warrenton i 


ascertain the present position of his troops. 
W. HALLECK, General-in-Chicf. 


Major-General McCLeuuay. 
Wastmrctox, A977. 1962 
T can get no satisfactory information from the front, either of myn A or 
of our troops. There seems to have been t neglect and carelessness a! 


Manassas. Franklin’s corps should that as s00n as 
A competent eilese should be sent out w take direction of affairs in that 
vicinity. 
é H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chi, 
Major-General Mi 


CCLELLAN. 
Upon the receipt of these I immediately sent the following telegraza 
to Generals Heintzelman aud Porter: 








were ot ne ELT SS, 
right, ‘Tet es ts oe landing at Acquia. Where is Pope's lef. 
and whatofencmy? Enemy burned Bull Ruo bridge last night with cavalry 
: 6G. B. McCLELLAN, Mojor-General. 
1e RINTZELMAN, Warrenton. 


foams oral officers are not at the places named, nearest operator 


will please have message forw: 
1 aiso telegraphed to the Gieneral-in-Chicf as follows: 
ALEXANDEIA, Aug. 27, 1862—10.50 a. m. 
I have sent a!) the information I possess to Burnside, inetructing him to look 
out well for bie right flank, between the Ra pahacneth and Potomac, and to 
trains to urter without an escort. ear the cavalry who dashed at 
bt may trouble Burnsidea Lite. I have sent to communicate 
via Falmouth, and hore to give you some definite 
shall land the next cavalry I get hold of here, 
and send it out to a open the communication between P. and Porter, also 
to waich anassas, Please send me a number of copies of ibe 
Geld of operations. i] - fifty (5v) tv advantage, 


Hatzzce, Com, U. S. Arm pump opinesty etapa 
Major-General . S. Army. 
Avexaspnta, Aug. 27, 1962—12.60 a. m. 
In view of Burnside’s dispatch, just received, would it not be advisable to 
throw the mass of Sumner's corps here, to move out with Franklin to Cenire- 
ville or vicinity? HM a decisive battle is fought at Warrenton, a disaster would 
ilhisashtiado = 
service of Washington. 
Wr | . NcULELLAN, Major-General, 
7 —ee Aug. 27, 1862—12.5 p. m. 
returned from General Franklin's camp; reporis that 
, Smith, and Slocum are al! in Washington. He gave the 
Sram net etna heen hese maning at Centres nn bave 
has been morning en ile, anc 
Peat wo aecertait the (nuh. Teun nino carniry to sead Out on the roads Are 
ence 
Go wert questeeaes 7 ie OG. B. MCCLELLAN, Major-General. 


Major-General Hatiscx, Washington. 
ALEXANDRIA, Ang. 27, 1862—12.20 p. m. 
What exist over Bull Run? Have stens taken to construct 
pny eed advance of troops to Pope, or to enable him to retreat 
There 


should be two gunboats at Acquis creek at once. Shall I push th 
Ghee Pose eo chrong 00 te be yengenahiy cartain 


ened. oF some other commanding officer, I 

well to have them report to me, as I 

éo not know where are. Iam rine to find them, and will lose no time 
carrying Would 


out your orders. e to see Burnside. 
G, B. MCCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Maj.-Gen. H. W. Hanurce, Washington. 
ALEXANDRIA, August 27, 1863—1.15. p. m. 
Frankllo’s artiliery have no horses, except for (4) four guns without caissons. 
ean pick up nocavalry. In view of these facts, will it not be well to push 
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A 

The last news I reeetred from the direction of Senses was from strag- 
glers, to the effect that the enemy were evacuatin je and retiring 
towards Thoroughfare gap. Thia by no means reliable. 

Tam clear that one of two courses should be adopted :—Ist. To concentrate 
all our available forces to open communications with Pope ; to leave Pope to 
fe pe his scrape, and at once use all our means to make the capital per- 
ectly safe. 

No middle ground will now answer. Tell me what rou wish me to do, and 
I will do all in my power to accomplish it. I wish to know what my orders 
and authority are. I ask for nothing, py obey whatever orders you give. 

may 


I onl ik a t d that l the 

It will not de to welay longer: - nce ~acapstapemcreie 
b.lorenn, Fi . B. MoCLELLAN, Major-General. 
And copy to General Halleck. 
To which the following is a reply : 


Wasnincto, August 29, 1862—4.10 p. m. 
Yours of to-day just received. I think your first alternative—to ei “to 
concentrate all our available forces to open communication with Pope’’—is the 
right one; but I wish not to control. That I new leave to General Halleck, 


aided by your 

Maj.-Gen. McCretian. oop 

It had been officially reported to me from Washington that the enemy, 
in strong force, was moving through Vienna in the direction of the 
Chain bridge, and hid a large force in Vicn-a. This report, in conne ton 
with the dispatch of the general-in-chief on the 28th, before noted, in- 
daced me to direct Franklin to halt his command near Anandale until it 
could be determined, by recounoissarces to Vienna and towards 
Manassas, whether these reporis were true. General Cox was ordered 
to send his small cavalry force from Upion’s hili towards Vienna and 
Drainesviile in one direction, and towards Fairfax Court House in the 
other, and Franklin to push his two squadrons as far towards 
as possible, in order to ascertain the true pos.tion of the enemy. 

With the enemy in force at Vienna, and towards Lewinsville, it would 
have been very injudicious to have pushed Franklin's small ferce be- 
yond Anandale. It must be remembered that at that time we were cut 
off from direct communication with General Pope ; that the enemy was, 
by the last accounts, at Manassas in strong force, and that, Franklin had 
only from 10,000 to 11,000 men, with an entirely iasufficient force of 
cavalry and artillery, 

In order to represent this condition of affairs !n its proper light to the 
general-in-chief, and to obtain defluite instruct.ops from him, I tele- 
graphed as follows: 

CaMP NEAR ALEXANDRIA, 
A 29, 1oi2—12 m. 

Have ordered most of the (12th) Twelfth Pennsylvania ('avalry to report to 
General Barnard for scouting duty towards Rockville, Poolsville, &c. ‘ 

If you apprehend a raid of cavalry on your side of river, I had better send 
a brigade or two of Sumner’s to near Tenaliytown, where, with two or three 

zi tsin Forts Alien and Marcy, they can watch both Chain bridge 








‘scorps bere by water as rapidly as ble, to make i liate ar- 
ments for placing the works in frout of Washington in an etl t condi- 
of defence? Ihave ro means of knowing the enemy’s force between 
ourselves. 
a Prank, without his artillery or cavalry, effect any useful purpose in 
t 


Should not Burnside take steps at once to evacuate Falmouth and Acquia, 
same time sores. the retreat of any of Pope’s troups who may fall 
that direction 


1 do not see that we have force enough in band to form a connection with 
Pope, enous we do not know. Are we safe in the direction of 


Wak G.B.McCLELLAN Jajor-General. 
Maj. ALEXANDRIA, Auuget, 27, 


wget, 27, 1862—1.36, p. m. 
T learn that Tages’ betente, sent this morning to Bull run bridge, is either 
to 
ba had many guns, and about (5,900) five thousand 





tall 


F 


pieces or ured. 
That the force aguinst them 
infantry, receiving reinforcements every minute ; also, that Gainesville is in 
possession of the enemy. Please sevd some cavalry out towards Drainsville, 
via Chain bridge, to watch Lewinsville and Drainsville, and go as far as they 
can, If you will give me even one squadron of good cavalry here, I will ascer- 
tain the state of the case. I think our policy now is to make these works per- 
fectly safe, and mobilize a couple of corps as soon as possible; but not to ad. 
‘vance them until they can have their artillery - cavalry. I have sent for 


be Tyler to place eas the wor 
anenguuains G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
General Ha.iecs. 


LEXANDRIA, Auquat 27, 1862—2.30, p. m. 
Sumner has been ordered to send here ail of his +. that are within reach. 
Orders have been sent to Couch to come here from Yorktown with the least 
possible delay. But one squadron of my cavalry has arrived ; that will be dis- 
embarked at once and sent to the front. 
If there is any cavalry in Washington, it should be ordered to report to me 


onee. 

I stil! think that we shoul! first provide for the immediate defence of Wash 
on both sides of the Potomac. 

am not oy 2 for the past, and cannot be for the future, unless I 

receive authority to dispose of the available troops according to my judgment. 

Piease inform me at ouce what my position is. I do not wish to act wm the 


G. B. MCCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Maj.-Gen. H. W. Wattzcx, Com. U.S. Army. 


ALEXANERTA, Anqust 27, 1863-6 p. m. 
T bare just received the copy of a dispatch from General Pope to you, dated 
Wan, morning, in which he says: “ All furces now sent forward should 


here abont (10,000) ten thousand men of Frank- 
Bin’s corps, about (2.80) twenty-eight hundred of General Tyler's brigade, and 
Culonel Tyler's First Connecticut Artillery, which I recommend uld be 
beld in hand for the deft of Washing 

Ifyou wish me to order any part of this force to the front, it is in readiness 
$0 mareh at a moment's notice to any point you may indicate. 

In view of the existing state of things in our front, I have deemed It best to 
Order General Casey to hol! his men for Yorktown in readiness to move, but 


Se G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General 
. . ir . 
Maj.-Gen. 1. W. Maturck, Com. U.S. Army. ale 
Oa tho 28th | telegraphed as follows : 
MgapquaRtTeRrs bay bey sammasnane, 
ug’ 24.10, p,m. 

General Frank!in is with me here, I will know ina few minutes the condi 
tion of artillery and cavalry. 

We are not yet in condition to more; may be by to-morrow morning. 

Pope muat cut through today, or adopt the plan I suggested. I have or- 
dered to the works at Upton's hill. They must be held at any 
cost. Assoon as | can see the way tospare them, I will send a corps of goo. 

there. It ia the key to W: gion, which caunot be seriously menaced 


py asitis 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General, 
. Gen. Hattece, Washington, D. C. 
th ved the following from the General-t-Chief : 
WasiinecrTor, Arnqust 23, 1862. 
I think you had better place Sumoer’s corps, as it arrives, near the guns, and 
particularly at the Chain bridge. 
a oo Nagy to be feared now is a cavalry raid into this city, especially 
n 
Wee Cos'p and Tagter‘s brigade, and the new troops for the same object, if 
Teper writes to Burnside from Bristow, 9.30 a. m., yesterday, that Pope's 
forces were then Sevag ce Manassas, avd that Burnside would svon hear of 
General Callum has gove'to Harper's Ferry, and I have only a sing! 
ually e ° 
for duryi the ae, 8 “ A : ve only a single regu 
some of your officers y to see that ere recaulion 
eat fri aginn rly cleats bag ete a eogncha, 
M . W. UK, i¢. 


Ow the 20th the folluwing dispatch was tclegraphed : 
Com NEAR Vy ert 
uqicst 29, 1862—10.30 a. m. 

Frankiin’s corps is in motion; started about (6) six a.m. Ican give him 
ay: two squadrons of gover: T propose moving General Cox to Upton’s hill, 

hold that important - with its works, to push cavalry sconts to 
Vienna, via Freedom bill and Hunter's lane. Cox has (2) two squadrons of 
valry. Please answer at once whether this meets your approval. I have 
Woodbury, with the engineer brigade, to bok! Fort T5ea. Sumner 
last n yn regiments to vicinity of Foris Ethan Allen and Marcy. 
bri stil) at Acjnia, 4 be 





iH 


moves in supportof Franklin, it 
ns any reliable near ington. Yet Franklin 
oo weak alone. What shall be ? No more cavairy arrived; have but 
@) three squadrons. Fravklin bas bat (#) forty rounds of ammunition, and 
No wagons to move more. I do not think Frank:in is in cundition to accom. 

touch, if he meets with serious resistance. I should not bave moved him 
joe ae Pressing order of last night. What have you from Vicoua and 


G. B. McCLELLAN, Mujor-General. 
Maj.-Gen. Tlatteck, Washington, D. 
To which tho folowing wk reply + “ =, 190-18 
ASTINGTON, August —12 m. 
"s bill all : 
to Prmkinaetan aay nics, We tut ea wasn od smcion 
ordered up yesterday. . , it is said 
ese 3 Se on Suaday fast for Goshen Thaw bothing 
Maj. M = H..W HALLECK, General-in-Chie/. 
Ou rete the following was reccived from his excellency the 


Wasurrcro: A 
What news from direction of Manaesas Jancusat "What generat” 204 


Folwhich 1 replied as follows: _— 





Tenallytown. 
Would it meet your views to post the rest of Sumner’scorps hetween Arling- 
ton and Fort Corcoran, whence they can either support Cox, Franklin, or 
Chain bridge, and even Tennallytown? 
. Freekite has only between (10,uuv) ten thousand and (11,000) eleven thousand 
or duty. 
How far do you Wee te ecinant - 4 
G. B. MCCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Maj.-Gen. Iattzcx, Washington. 


CaMP NEAR ALEXANDRI. 


A 29, 1862—1 p. m. 

T anxiously await reply to my Jast dispatch in sesnell tobanaen. Wish to 
give the order at once. 

Piease authorize me to attach new regiments permanently to my old 
brigades. I can do much old and new troops in that way. I shall 
endeavor to hold a line in advance of Forts Allen and Marcy, at least with 
strong alvanced guards. I wish to hold the line through Prospect hill, 
Mackali’s, Minor’s, and Hall's hill. This wiil give us timely warning. Shai. 
Udo as seems best to me with all the troops in this vicinity, including Frankiin, 
who, I seals See ought not, under present circumstances, to advance be- 

e 


youd Anan 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

General Haurecr. 

On the same day I received a dispatch from the General in-Chief, in 
which he asks me why J baited Frauvklin in Anandale, to which I replied 
us follows: 

Camp NEAR ALEXANDRIA, 
August 29, 1862—10.30 a. m. 

By referring to my_telegrams of 10.30 a. m., 12 m., and 1 p. m., together 
with your reply of 2.48 p. m., you will see why Frankliu’s corps halted at An- 
andale. His smal cavalry force—all I had to give him—was ordered to push 
on ss lar as possible towards Manassas. 

lt was not safe fur Franklin to move beyond Anandale, under the circum- 
stanees, until we knew what was at Vienna. 

Cenerai Pranklia remained here until about 1 p. m., endeavoring to arrange 
for stepplies for his c i am rest ible for both these circumstances, 
unt do not see that either was in d'sobedience to your orders. 

Please cive distinct orders in reference to Franklin's movements of to-mor- 
row. Ihave sent to Colonel Haupt to push out construction aad supply trains 
as s00n as possible. “ 

General Tyler to furnish the necessary guards. 

I have directed General Banks’ supply trains to start out to-night, at least as 
far as Anandale, with an escort from General Tyler. 

in regurd to to-morrow’s movements I desire detinite instructions, as it is not 
agreeable to me to be accused of disobeying orders, when I have simply exer- 
cised the discretion you committed to me. 

G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

Maj.-Gen. Hattecn, Washington, D. C. 

Ou the same evening I seut the fullowing dispatches : 

CAMP NEAR ALEXANDRIA, 
WASHINGTON, August 29, 1852—10 p. m. 

Not hearing from you, I hare sent orders co General Franklin, to place h'm- 
self in communication with General Pope as soon as possible, and atthe same 
time cover the transit of Pope’s — 

Orders have been given for railway and wagon trains to move to Pope with 
least possible delay. 

Tam having inspections made of all the forts aronnd the city by members of 
my staff, with instrnctions to give all requisite orders. 

{ inspected Worth and Ward myself this evening ; found them in good order. 

Reports, so far as beard from, are favorable as to condition of works. 

G. Bb. MCCLELLAN, Major-General. 

Major-General Hattecaz, Washington. 





CaMP NEAR ALEXANDRIA, 
August 29, 1862-10 p. m. 

Your dispatch received. Franklin's corps has been ordered to march at6 
o'clock to-morrow morning. Sumner has about fourteen thousand infantry, 
without cavalry or artiliery, here. Cox's brigade of four regiments is here, 
with two batteries of artillery. Men of two regimen's, much faticned, came 
in to-day. Tyler's brigade three new regiments, but live drilled, is also 
here ; all these troops will be ordered to hold themselves ready to march to- 
morrow morning, and all except Franklin's to await further orders, 

If you wish any of them to move towards Manassas, please inform me. 

Colonel Wagner, 24 New York Aritilery, has just come in from the front. 
He reports strong infantry and cavalry force of rebels near Fairfax Court 
Honse. Reports rumors from various sources that Lee and Stuart, with large 
forces, are at Manassas. 

That the enemy, with 120,000 men, intend advancing on the forts near 
Arlington and Chaia bridge, with a view of attacking Washington and Balti- 
more. 

General Barnard telegraphs me to night that the length of the line of forti4- 
cations on this side of the Potomac uires 2,000 additional artillerymen, and 
additional troops to defend intervals, according to circumstances ; at all events, 
he says an old regiment chould be added to the force at Chain bridge. anda 
few regiments distributed along the lines, to give confidence to our new troops. 
L agree with him fully, and think our fortifications along the upper part of our 
line on this side the river very unsafe with their present garrisons. and the 
movements of the enemy seem to indicate an aitack upon those works. 

G, B. MCCLELLAN, Jlajor-General 

Genera H. W. TALLECK. 


’ 
eneral in-Chie/ U.S. Army, Washington, D. C. 
CAMP NEAR ALEXANDRIA, 
Anquat 3), 1862—11.28 a. m. 

Your telegram of 9 a. m. received. Ever since General Franklin received 
notice that he was to march from Alexandria, he has been endeavoring to get 
transportation from the quartermaster at Alexandria, but he has uniformly 
been told that there was none disposable, and his command marched withont 
wagors. After the departure of his corps. he procured twenty wagons to 
carry some extra ammunition, by unioading banks’ supply train. 

General Sumuer endeavored, by —— upon the Quartermaster’s 
Department, to get wagons to carry his reserve ammunition, but without 
success, and was obliged to march with what he could carry iu his cartridge- 


oxes, 

Ihave this morning directed that all my beadquarters wagons that are 
landed be at once Joaded with ammunition for Sumuer and Franklin ; but they 
will not go far towards supplying the deficiency. 

Eighty-five wagons were got together by the quartermasters last nicht, 
loaded with subsistence, and sent forward at 1 a. m. with an escort via Anan- 

le. Every eilort has been made tocarry out your orders promptly. The 
great difficulty seems to consist in the fact that the greater part of the trans 
portation on hand at Alexandria and Washington has been needed for current 
supplies of the garrisons. Such is the state of the case as represented to me 
by the quartermasters, and it appears to be true. 

I take it for granted that this has pot been proper!y explained to yon. 

= G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

Major-General Hatieck, General-in-Chir/. 

On the morning of the duth heavy artillery friuog was beard in the 
direction of Faurfax Court House, which I reported to the General-in- 
Chief: 

At 11 a. m. the following telegram was sent : 

Camp NEAR ALEXANDRIA 
August 3), 1882—1 a. m. 

Have ordered Sumner to leave (1) one brigade in vicinity of Chaia bridge. 
ops te meve tbe rest vis Columbia pike op Anspdaie sad Fairfax Court 
‘couse. 





Fesrvary 27, 1864. 








Is this the ronte wish them to tike? Franklin both 
structed to jola Pope an prompuly ne peasibia. ——— -- > 

Shall Couch move out alge Wien bs arrives? au, ms 

Major-General Hatircr ‘ — 


. Washington. 
On the same day I received the Setiowing: numesn 
ASHINGTON, Ang. 30, 1 ‘ 
Ammunition, and } any mame for artillery, must be immediately ecut fo. 
ward to ¢ G Pope. It must be done with all possible dig 


H. W. HALLECK, General in-Chig. 





General McCretian. 
To which this reply was mad 
Camp — Auman, 
ust 30, 1862—2. m. 
I know nothing of the calibres of Pope’s artillery.” All T can dois td direst 
my ordnance officer to load up all the wagons sent to him. I have already 
= as am eg —— Yon will ae to see that wagons are sent 
rom ington. Ican do nothing more than give the order ev 
available wagon in Alexandria shal! be loaded at __ _ 
The order to the brigade of Sumner, that I directed to remain near Chain 
bridge and Tenallytown, should go from your headquarters, to save time. 
understand you to intend it also to move. I have no sharpshooters except the 
guard around my camp. I have sent off every man but those, and will now 
send them with the train, as you direct. I will send my only remaining 
squadron of cavalry with General Sumner. I can do no more. You now 
have every mau of the Army of the er = within ve reach. 
le ELLAN, JMajor-General. 
Major-General H. W. Hatiecr. eit 


At 10.30 p. m. the following telegram was sent : 

Camp NEAR ALEXANDRIA. 
August 30, 1862—10.30 p. m. 

T have sent to the front all my troops, with the exception of Couch’s division, 
and have given the orders necessary to insure its being disp: of as you 
directed. I hourly expect the return of one of my aids, who will give authen- 
tic news from the field of battle. 

I cannot express to you the pain and mortification I have experienced to-day 
in listening to the distant sound of the firing of my men. As! can be of no 
further use here, I respectfully ask that, if there is a probability of the conflict 
being renewed to-morrow, I may be permitted to go to the scene of battle with 
my staff, merely to be with my own men, if nothing more; they will fight 
ss worse for my being withthem. If ; is — a — to oe ms 
w command even of my own Army, to permi to 
share their fate on the field of battle. ae 

Please reply to this to-night. 

I have been engaged for the last two hours in doing what I can to make ar- 
rangemenis for the wounded. I have started out all the ambulances now 
landed. AsI have sent my escort to the front, I would be glad to take some 
of Gregg’s cavalry with me, if allowed to go. 

G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General 

Major-General H. W. Ha 


HAtiecr, 
Com. U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 
To which, on the following day, I recetved this answer : 
Wasnincton, Avg. $1, 1862—9.18 a.m. 

T have just seen your telegram of 11.5 last night. The substance was stated 
to me when received, but I did not know that you asked for a reply imme- 
diately. I cannot answer without seeing the President, as General Pope {fs in 
command, by his orders, of the department. 

I think Couch’s division should go forward as rapidly as possible, and find 


the 
HL W. HALLECK, General-ia-Chic/. 
Major-Genera] McCrerian. 
On the same day the following was received : 
Wasaincton, Aug. $1, 1862—12.45 p. m. 
The Subsistence Department are making Fairfax station their prineipal depot. 
It should be well guarded. The officer in charge should be directed to secure 
the depot oes against cavalry. As pane as possible of the new regl- 
ments should be prepared to take the field. Perhaps some more should 
sent to the vicinity of Chain bridge. 
H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chic/. 
Major-General McCLetiay. 


At 2.30 p. m. the following dispatch was telegraphed : 
CamP NEAR ALEXANDRIA, 
Aquet 31, 1862—2.30 p.m 

May nafier is at Fairfax station with my provost and headquarters guard 
and other troops. I have requested (4) four more companies to Le sent e 
once, and the precautions you direct to be taken. 

nder the War Department order of yesterday I have no control over any- 
thing except my staff. some one hundred men in my camp here, and the few re- 
maining near Fort Monroe. I have no control ever the new regiments—do not 
know where they are, or anything about them, except those near here. Their 
commanding oflicers and those of the works are not under me. 

Where I have seen evils existing under my eye I have corrected them. I 
think it is the business of General Casey to prepare the new regiments for the 
field, and a matter between him and Genera! Barnard to order others to the 
vicinity of Chain bridge. Neither of them is under my command, and by the 
War Department order I have no right to give them orders, 

G. B. MCCLELLAN, Major General. 

General Hatrecr, Washington. 


To which the following 1s an answer : 
Wasntncton, August 31, 1882—10.7 p. m. 
Since receiving your dispatch, relating to command, I have not been abie to 
answer any not of absolute neoessity. 1 have not seen the order as published, 
but will write to you inthe morning, You wiil retain the command of every- 
thing in this vicinity not temporarily belonging to Pope’s army in the field. 
I beg of you to assist me iu ibis crisis with your ability and experience. I 
am entirely tired out. 
H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chi¢. 
General McCLEetian. 


The order reierred to in the preceding dispatch was as follows : 

War Department, August 30, 1862 

The following are the commanders of the armies operating in Virginia : 

General Burnside commands his own corps, except those that have been 
temporarily detached and assigned to General Pope. 

General McClellan commands that portion of the Army of the Potomac that 
has not been sent forward to General Pope's command. 

General Pope commands the army of Virginia and all the forces temoqresty 
attached to it. All the forces are uuder the command of Major General 
leck, general-in-chief. E. D, TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

I was informed by Colonel Towngend, that the above was published 
by order of the Secretary of War. 

At 11.80 p. m. I telegraphed the following : 

CamMP NEAR ALEXANDRIA, 
Augud 31, 18i2—11.8' p. m. 

The Squadron of 2d regular cavalry that I sent wth General Sumper was 
captured to-day about 2 p. m., some three miles from Fairfax Court House, be- 
yond it on the Little river pike, by Fitz Hugh Lee, with three thousand cavalry 
and three light baiteries. 

T have conversed With the Ist sergeant, who says that when he last saw them 
they were within a mule of Fairiax. Pope had no troops on that road ; this 
aquadron getting there by mistake. There is nothing of ours on the right of 
Centreville but Sumner’s corps. There was much artillery firing during the 
day. <A rebel major told the sergeant that the rebels had driven in our entire 
letito-day. He says the road is niled wiih wagous and stragglers coming to 
wards Alexandria. 

It is clear from the sergeant’s acconnt that we were badly beaten yesterday 
and that Pope's right is entirely exposed. 

I recommend that no more of Couch’s division be sent to the front, that 
Burnside be brought here as soon as practicable, znd that everything avail- 
able this side of Fairfax be drawn in at once, including the mass of the troops 
on the railroad. Iapprehend that the enemy will, or have by this time occu 
pied Fairfax Court House and cut off Pope entirely, unless he falls back to 
night via Sangsier'’s and Fairfax station. 

f think these orders shoul! be sent at once, I have no confidence in the dis- 
positions made as [ gather them. To speak frankly—and the occasion requires 
it—there appears to be a total absence of brains, and I fear the total destruc 
tion of the army. I have some cavalry here that can carry out any orders 
you may have tosend. The occasivn is grave, and demands grave measures. 

The question is, the salvation of the country. I learn that our loss yesterday 
amounted to fifteen thousand. We cannot aJord such losses without an ob- 


ject. 
It is my deliberate opinion that the fnterests of the nation demand that Pope 
should fall back to-night if possible, and not one moment is to be lost. 
I will use all the cavairy I have to watch our right. Please answer at onoe. 
I feel confident that you can rely upon the information I give yon. 
shall be up all night, and ready to obey any orders you give me. 
u. B. MCCLELLAN » Major-General. 
General Hatteck, Wisdhingion. 
To which this reply was received: 
Wasuincton, S+ptember 1, 1862—1.20 a. m. 
Rurnside was ordered up very early yesterday inorning. Retain remainder 
of Conch’s forces, and make arrangements to s.op all retreating troops in line 
of works, or where you can best esiabiish an entire line ofdefence. My news 
from Pope was np to 4 p,m. ; he was then allright. 1 must wait fur more de- 
finite information before I cau order a retreat. as ihe fallmg back on the line of 
works must necessarily be directed in case of a serious disasier. Give me 
all addstional news that is rehable. 
I shall be np all night, and ready to act as clrcumstancesmay require. Iam 
fully aware of the gravity of the crisis, and have veea for weeks. 
HM. W. MALLECK, General-in-Chief. 
Major-General McCiritan. 


FOURTH PERIOD. 


On the ist of September I went into Washington, where I hed an in- 
terview w:th the general-iu-clnef, who instructed me, verbally, to take 
commane of its de‘euces, expressly limiting my juriediction to the works 
aud their garrisons, and prutubiting me from exercising epy control 
over the troops actively cugaged im front under General Pope. During 
this interview I suggested to the general-in-chief the necess ty of his 
going in person, or sending one of his personal staff, to the army under 
General Pope, for the purpose of ascertsming the exact conaition of 
affairs ; he sent Colonel Kelton, bis assistant adjutant general. 

During the afternoon of the same day | received a message from the 
general-in-chief, to the eflect tbat be desired me to go at once Lo his 
40 see the President. 
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The President informed me that he had reason. to believe that the 
Army of the Potomac was not cheerfully co-operating with and sup- 
porting General Pope ; that he had “ always been a friend of mine ;”’ 
and now asked me, as @ special favor, to use my influence in correcting 
this state of things. I replied, substantially, that I was confident that 
he was misinformed ; that 1 was sure, whatever estimate the Army of 
the Putomac might evtertain of General Pope, that they would obcy his 
orders, support him to the fullest extent, and do their whole duty. the 
President, who was much moved, asked me to telegraph to “ Fitz John 
Porter, or some other of my friends,” and try to do away with any 
feeling that might exist ; adding, that I could rectify the evil, and that 
Bo one else could. 

I thereupon told him that I would cheerfully telegraph to General 
Porter, or do anything else in my power to gratify his wishes and relieve 
his anxiety ; upon which he thanked me very warmly, assured me that 
he could never forget my action in the matter, &c., and left. 

I then wrote the following telegram to General Porter, which was sent 
to him by the general-in-chief : 

Wasmincrox, September 1, 1862. 

I ask of you, for my sake, that of the country, and the old army of the Po- 
tomac, that you and all my friends will lend the fullest and most cordial co-op- 
eration to General Pope, in ali the operations now going on. The destinies of 
our country, the honor of our arms, are atstake, and a depends now upon the 
eheerful co-operation of all in the field. This week is the crisis of our fate. 
Bay the same thing to my friends in the army of the Potomac, and that the last 
request I bave or of a -_ Cate qouaiey - a they will ex- 

to General Pope the same st : . 
Te in aatee of the defences ur Washington, and am doing all I can to 


that become necess”ry. 
er ee ome MGEOKGE B. McCLELLAN. 
Major-General Porter. 


To which he sent the following reply: 
Farnraz Covrt Hovst, 10 a. m.. 
mnber 3, 1882, 
You may rest assnred that all your friends, as woll as every lover of his coun- 
try, will ever give, as they have given, to General Pope their cordial co-oper- 
ation and constant support in the execution ~$ ay yy plans. Our kill- 
wounded, and enfeebled troops atiest our devoted duty. 
yes F. J. PORTER. 


General Grorcr B. McCretiar, 
Major General Commanding, Washington. 

Neither at the time I wroto the telegram, nor at any other time, did I 
think for one moment that General Porter had been, or would be, in 
apy manner dereliet in the performance of his duty to the nation and its 
eause. Such an impression never entered my mind. The dispatch in 
question was written purely at the request of the President. 

On the morning of the 2d the President and General Halleck came to 
my house, when the President informed me that Colonel Kelton had re- 
turned from the front ; that our affairs were in a bad condition ; that the 
army was in full retreat upon the defences of Washington ; the roads 
filled with stragglers, &c. He instructed mc to take steps at once to stop 
and collect the stragglers ; to place the works ina proper state of de- 
fence, and to go ont to meet and take command of the army, when it 
approacaed the vicinity of the works, then to place the troops in the best 

ition—committing everything to my hands, 

I immediately tock steps to carry out these orders,and sent an aid to 
General Pope with the following letter : 


Treapquarters, Wasnixctox, 
September 2, 1862. 

Gewerat: General Halleck instructed me to report to you the order he sent 
this morning to withdraw your army to Washington, without unnecessary de- 
lay. He feared that his messenger might miss you, and desired to take this 
double precaution. 

In order to bring troops npon ground with wh'ch they are already familiar, 
it wonld be best to move Porter's corps npon Upton’s bill, that it may occupy 
Hall's hill, &c.; McDowell’s to Upton’s hill; Franklin’s to the works in front 
of Alexandria ; Heintzelman’s to the same vicinity ; Couch to Fort Corcoran, 
or, if practicable, to the Chain bridge ; Sumner either to Fort Albany or to 
Ale » aS May be most conrenient. 

Ip haste, general, very truly yours, 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major General United States Army. 
Major General Jon Porz, Commanding Army of Virginia. 


Ja the afternoon I crossed the Potomac and rode to the front, and at 
Upton’s hill met the advance of McDoweil’s corps, and with it Generals 
Pope and McDowell. After getting what information I could from them, 
J sent the few aids at my disposal to the Icft to give instructions to the 
troops approaching in the direction of Alexandria ; and hearing artillery 
firing in the direction of the Vienna and Langley road, by which the 
corps of Cumner, Porter, and Sigel were returning, and learning from 
General Pope that Sumner was probably engaged, 1 went, with a single 
aid and three orderles, by the shortest line to meet that column. I 
reached the column after dark, and proceeded as far as Lewinssi le, 
where I became satisfied that the rear corps (Sumner’s) would be able 
to reach its intended position without any serious molestation. 

I therefore indicated to Generals Porter and Sigel the positions they 
were to occupy, feut instructions to General Sumner, and at a late bour 
of the night returned to Washington. 

Next day I rode to the front of Alexandria, and was engaged in recti- 
fying the positions of the troops, and giving orders necessary to secure 
the issuing of the necessary supplies, &c. 

I felt sure ov this day that we could repulse any attack made by the 
enemy on the south side of the Potomac, 

On the 3d the enemy had disappeared from the front of Washington, 
and the information which I received induced me to believe that he in- 
tended to cross the upper Potomac iato Maryland. This materially 
changed the aspect of affairs,and enlarged the sphere of operations ; 
for, ia case of a crossing in force, an active campaign would be neces- 
sery tocover Baltimore, prcveut the invasion of Pennsylvania, and clear 
Maryland. 

I therefore, on the third, ordered the 24 and 12th corps to Tenally- 
town, and the 9h corps toa point on the Seventh street road near 
Washington, and tent such cavalry as was available to the fords near 
Poolsville. to watch and impedo the enemy in any attempt to cross in 
that vicinity. 

On September 5, the 21 and 12th corps wero moved to Rockville, and 
Couch’s div sion (the only ono of tho 4th corps that bad been brought 
from the Peninsula) to Offut’s cross-roads, 

Oa the Gth the Ist and 9th corps were ordered to Tecsburg; the 6th 
corps, ana Sykes’s division of tie 5th corps, to Tenallytown. 

Oa the 7ta the 6th corps was advanced to Rockville, to which pilacemy 
heaiquartors were moved on the same day. 

Al: th necessary arrangements for the defence of the city, under the 
new condition of things, had been made, and General Banks was left in 
comm3ni, having received his instructions frora me, 

It will be seen from what has preceded that I lost no timo that could 
be avoided in moving the army of the Potemac from the Peninsuia to 
thesupport of tne army of Virginia; that I spared no effurt to hasten the 
embarkation of the troops at Fort Monroc, Newport News aod York- 
town, remaimiog at Fort Monroo myself until the mass of the a: my had 
sailed ; and that, after my arrival at Alexandria, I left nothing in my 
power undone to forward supplies and reinforcements to General Pope. 
i sent, with the troops that moved, all the cavalry I could get hold of. 
Even my personal escort was sent out®pon the line of the railway asa 
guard, with the provost and camp guards at headquarters, retaining less 
than one hundred men, masy of whom were orderlies, invalids, mem- 
bers of bands, &. Ail the headquarters teams that arrived were sent 
out with supplies and ammuniticn, none being retained even to move the 
headquarters camp. The sqvadron that havitcally served as my per- 
eonai escort was icft at Falmouth with General Burnsido, as he was 
deficient in cavalry. 

T left Washington on the 7th of September. At this time it was known 
that the mass of the rebel army had parsed up the south aide of the 
Potomac in tue direction of Leesburg, and that a portion of that army 
had croesed ivto Maryland ; but whether it was their intention to cross 
their whole force with a view to turn Washington by a flank movement 
cown the north bank of tle l’otomac, to move on Baltimore, or to invade 
Pensylvania, were questions which, at thattime, we had no means of 
determ:ning. This uncertainty as to the intentions of the enemy obliged 
me, up to the 13th of September, to merch eantcously and to advance 
the army ip such order as continually . agton and Baltimore 
co-ered, and at the same time to bold she t:00)8 we.! in hand go as to be 
able to concentrate and follcw rapidly if the enemy took the direction 
of Pennsylvania ; or to return to the defence of Washington, if, as was 
greatly feared by the authorities, the enemy should be merely making a 
feint with a small force to draw off our army, while with their main 
— they stood ready to seizo the Mrst favorable opportunity to attack 

e capital, 

In the mean time the process of re-organization, rendered necessary 
after the demoralizing effects of the disastrous campaigu upon the other 
side of the Potomac, was rapidly progressing ; the troops were regaining 
®ofidence, and their former soldierly appearance and discipline were 
fast returziog. My cavalry was pushed out continually in all directicns, 

and all possible steps were taken to learn the positions and movements 
of the enemy. 

The following table shows the movements of the army, from day to 


September 4. | September 6. | September 9. | September 10. 








BURNSIDE. 


9th corps, Reno... .|7th-str’t road.|Leesburg.... 
ist corps, Hooker... Upton’s bill. ./Leesburg.... 


SUMNER. 


12th corps, Williams) Tenallytown ./ Rockville .... 
2d corps, Sumner. .| levallytown .| Rockville .... 


FRANKLIN. 


6th corps, Franklin. | Alex.Semin’y/Tenallytown .| Darnestown..| Barnsville.... 
Couch’s division...|Tenallytown ./Offut’s Cross Mouth Seneca Poolsville.... 


Brookrille ...)...scMeccsese 
Brookville ... 


+ ee eeesecoecee 


Middleburg ..| Damascus ... 
Middleburg ..|Clarksburg.. 

















oads 
Sykes’ division.....|...ccesssoces- eeeaeneel Mnemeties Rockville .... 
September 11.|September 12. September 13.|September 14. 
BURRSIDE. . 
9th corps, Reno....|New Market. |Frederick....|Middleburg.../S’th Mountain 
lst corps, Hooker..|.....s0eee0e..| Ridgeville, 'Frederick..../S’th Mountain 
New Market,| 
SUMNER. ome on the 
vnocacy... 
12th corps, Wikiams Damascus,... themes lie Frederick... .|S’th Mountain 
ross Roads. 
24 corps, Sumner. .'Clarksburg ../Urbana......|Frederick....|5’th Mountain 
FRANKLIN. | 





6th corps, Franklin.' Barnesville... ijcheaw eo}! Buckeystown | Gurketisville. 


} ross Roads.| 
Couch’s division. .,..'Poolsville....|Baruesville. ...Sicksville ....| Burketisrille. 
Sykes’ division..... lstiaateburg aan 





Urbana ......'Frederick....|Middletown .. 


The right wing, consisting of the Ist and th corps, under the com- 
mand of Major-General Burnside, moved on Frederick ; the 1st corps via 
Brooksville, Cooksville and Ridgeville, and the 9th corps tia Damascus 
and New Market, 

The 2d and 12th corps, forming the centre, ander the command of 
Gencral Sumner, moved on Frederick ; the former via Clarksburgh and 
Urbana, the 12th corps on a lateral road between Urbara and New 
Markrt, thus maintaining the communication with the right wing, and 
covering the direct road from Frederick to Washington. ‘ihe 6th corps, 
under the command of General Franklin, moved to Buckeystown via 
Darnestown, Dawsonville and Barnesville, covering the road from the 
mouth of the Monocacy to Rockville, and beiog in a position to t 





road and the Baltimore and Obio railroad, towards New Market 
bo learned tbat the esemy had moved towards Hagerstown, to _—_ 34 
rapidly to Frederick, keeping his troops coustanily ready to meet the 
evemy in force. A corresponding move of all the trocps in the 
villa” Aud om the left was ordered im the of Urbana and Pools- 
On the 12th a portion of the right wing entered 
—_— pag - Pe outskiris of ihe city and in the streets. 
t main bodies of wing centre passed 

paren = eee’ It was soon Abb —- the 

y’s forces marched out of t vious days 
taking the roads to Boonsboro’ and aoa thereby. t 
necessary to force the passes through the Catoctin and South Mountain 
ridges, and gain possession of Boonboro’ and Robrersville before any 
relief could be extended to Colonel Miles at Harper’s Ferry. 
‘ = we: pau cotter fell iy — hands, issued by General Lee, which 
ully $s, an mediately orders rapid 
vigorous forward Scovement, — — - 

‘The folfowing is a copy of the order referred to: 
SPECIAL ORDERS No. 191. 
DQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN V; 





The army will resume {ts march to-morrow, tal serstown road. 
General p> Awad command will form rower ene ty passing Middle- 
town, with such portion as he may select, take the route towards 

the Potomac at the most convenien) point, and, by Frida 
captuce such of the 


possession of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, 
ee and intercept such as may attempt to cacape from 

Genera! Longstreet’s command will ursue the same road as far as Boone 
boro’, where it will halt with the reserve, supply and baggage trains of the 


army. 
General Mcl.aws, with his own division and that of General R. H. Ander- 
son, will follow General Longstreet ; on reaching Middletown, he ail take the 


route to Harper’s Ferry, and, by Friday morni possess bimse. 
Maryland beights, and ons +4 em) re veny ont 
icin't 


eavor to capture the enemy at Harper’s Ferry and 


vicinity. 
General Walker, with his division, after accomplishing the object In which 
he is now engaged, will cross the Potomac at Cheeks ford p —' its 

bank to Loveitsville, take possession of Loudon Solana, if practicable, by Frit 
day morning ; Key’s ford on his left, and the between the end ef the 
mountain and the Pe on his right. He will, as far as practicable, co-op- 
orate with General McLaws aud General Jackson in intercepting the retreat of 

enemy. 


General D. Tf. TTill’s division will form the rear of the army, prwing 
the road taken by the main body. The reserve ordnance & 
ane. — will precede Generai Hill. ‘ . th —_ 
Jeneral Stuart will detach a squadron of cavalry to accompany the commands 
of ge ue iangmnetl, Jackson and —— and, with dhe main ty Fe the 
cavalry, will cover the route of the arm stragglers may 
have been left behind. ” - 


The commands of Generals Jackson, McLaws and Walker, after 
plishing the objects for which they have been detached. will join the main 
of the army at Boonsboro’, or yo 





with and support the centre, should it have been necessary (as was sup- 
posed) to force the line of the Monocacy. 
Couch’s division moved by the “ river road,’ covering that approach, 
watching the fords of the Potomac, and ultimately following and sup- 
porting the 6th corps. 
The following extracis from telegrams, received by me after my de- 
parture from Washington, will show how littie was known there about 
the enemy’s movements, and the fears which were entertained for the 
safety of the capital. On the 9th of September, General Hallock tele- 
graphed me as follows : 
‘* Until we can get better advices about the numbers of the enemy at 
Drainsville, I think we must be very cautious about stripping, too much, 
the forts on the Virginia side. It may bo the enemy’s object to draw off 
the mass of our forces and then attempt to attack from the Virginia 
side of the Potomac. Think of this.’? 
: som, on the 11th of September, General Halleck telegraphed me as 
ollows : A 
«‘ Why not order forward Keycs or Sigel? I think the main force of 
the enemy isin your front ; more troops can be spared from here.” 
This dispatch, as publiehed by the Committee on the Conduct of the 
War,and furnished by the general in-chiel, reads as follows : 
«* Why not order forward Porter’s corps or Sigel’s? Jf the main force 
of the enemy is in your front, more troops can be spared from here.”’ 
I remark that the original dispatch, as received by me from the tele- 
graph opcrator, is in the werds quoted above, ‘‘ J think the main force of 
the enemy,’ &c. 
In accordance with this suggestion I asked, on the samo day, that all 
the troops that could be spared should at once be sent to reinforce me, 
but nonecame, 
On the 12th I received the following telegram from his exccllency the 
President : ‘* Governor Curtin telegraphs me, ‘I have advices that Jack- 
s9n is crossing the Potomac at Williamsport, and probably the whole 
rebel army will bo drawn from Maryland.’*? The Presiaent adds: 
** Receiving nothing from Harper’s Ferry or*Martinsburgh to-day, and 
positive information from Wheeling that the line is cut, corroborates the 
idea that the enemy is re-crossing the Potomac. Please do not let him get 
off without beiog hurt.”’ 
On the 13th General Halleck telegraphed as follows: “ Until you 
know more certainly the enemy’s forco south of the Potomac, you are 
wrong in thus uncovering the capital. I am of the opinivn that the en- 
emy will send a small column towards Pennsylvania to draw your forces 
in that direction, then suddenly move on Washington with the forces 
south of the Potomac and those he may cross over.”” Again, on the 
14th, General Halleck telegraphed me that “scouts report a large force 
still on the Virginia side of the Potomac. If so, I fear you are exposing 
your left and rear.”’ 
Again, as late as the 16th, after we had the most positive evidence 
that Lee’s entire army was in front of us, I received the following : 
War DEePantMent. 
September 16, 1862—12.5 vp. m. 
Tours of 7 a. m. fs this moment received. As you give me no information in 
regard to the position of your forces. except that at Sharpsburg, of course I 
cannot advise, I think, however, you will tind that the whole force of the ene- 
my in your front has crossed the river; I fear row more than ever that they 
will re-cross at Harper’s Ferry, or below, and turn your leit, thus cutting you 
olf from Washington. This has appeared to me to be a part of their plan, and 
hence my anxicty on the sulject ; a heavy rain might prevent i s ‘ 
Ul. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chi¢/. 
Major-General McCietray, 


‘Lue importance of moving with all due caut‘on, so as not to uncover 
the national capital until the enemy’s position and plans wo: e developed, 
was, 1 believe, fully appreciated by me; and as my troops extended 
from the Baltimore anu Obio railroad to the Potomac, with the extreme 
left flank moving along that stream, and with strong pickets left in rear 
to watch and guard ail the availabie fords, I did not regard my left or 
rear as in any degree exposed. But it appears from the foregoing tele- 
grams that the general-in-chief was of a different opinion, and that my 
movements were, in his judgment, too precipitate, not only for the safc- 
ty of Washington, but also for the security of my left and rear. 

The precise nature of these daily injunctions against a gy ad- 
vance may now be perceived. The general-in-chief, in bis testimony 
before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, says: ‘In respect to 
General McClellan going too fast or too slow from Washington, there can 
be found no such telegram from me to him. He had mistaken the mean- 
ing of the telegrams I sent him. I telegraphed him that he was going too 
far, not from Washington, but from the Potomac, leaving General Lee 
the oppo: tunity to come down the Potomac and get between him and 
Washington. I thought General McClellan should keep more on the Po- 
tomac, and press forward bis left rather than his rigat, so as the more 
readily to relieve Harper's Ferry.” 

As l can find no telegram from the general-in-chief recommending me 
to keep my left flank nearer the Potomac, i am compelled to belicve that 
when he gave this testimony he had forguttea the purport of the tcle- 
grams above quoted, and had also ceased to remember the fact, well 
known to him at the time, that my left, from the time I left Washington, 
always rested on the Potomac, and my centre was continually in pe 
tion to reinforce the left or right, as occasion might require, Had I ad- 
vanced my lft flank along the Potomac more rapidly than the oiler 
celumns marched upon the roads to the right, 1 should have thrown 
that flunk out of supporting distance of the other troops, and greatly ex 

posed it. Aniif 1 bad marched the entirearmy in one column along 
the bank of ihe river instead of upon five difierent parallel roads, the 
column, with its trains, would have extended about fifty miles, and the 
enemy migut have defeated the advance before the rear could have 
reacted the scene of action. Moreover, such a movement would have 
uncovered the communications with Baltimore and Washington on our 
right, and exposed our right aod rear. I presume it will be admitted 
by every military man that it was necessary to move the army in such 
order that it could at any time be concentrated for battle ; and I am of 
opinion that this object cou'd not have been accomplished in any other 
way than the one emp'oyed. Any other disposition of our forces would 
have subjected them to defeat in detached fragments. 

On the 10th ef September I reccived from my ecouts information 
which rendered it quite probable that General Lee’s army was in the 
vicinity of Frederick, bat whether his iniention was to move towards 


n. 
Each reg on the march will habitually carry its axes in the regimen- 
tol enduante wagons, for use of the men at thelr'« encampments, to procure 


wood, &c. 

By command of General R. . lee. TILTON 4 

Major-General D. H. Hix, Commanding Division. aguante 

In the report of a military commission, of which Major-General D. 
Hunter was president, which convened at Washington for the purpose 
of investgating the conduct of certain in connexion with the sur- 
render of Harper’s Ferry, I find the following : 
“The commission has remarked freely on Colonel Miles, an old officer, 
who had been killed in the service of the country, and it cannot, from 
any motive of delicacy, refrain from censuring those in high command 
when it thinks such censure deserved. 

‘The general-in-chief bas testified that General McClellan, after hay 
received orders to repel the enemy invading the State of ‘and 
marche only six miles per day, on an average, when pursuing in- 
vading army. 

“The general-in-chief also testifies that, in his opinion, he could ard 
should have relieved and protected Harpor’s Ferry, and in this opinion 
the commission fuliy concur.’’ 

I have been greatly surprised that this commission, {n its Invest; 
tions, never cailed upon me, nor upon any officer cf my stafl, por, 80 far 
as I know, upon any cflicer of the army of the Fotomac able to give ap 
intelligent statement of the movements of that army. But another 
paragraph in the same report makes tesiimony from such sources quite 
superfluous. It is as follows: 

** By a reference to the evidence it will be seen that, at the very mo- 
ment Colonel Ford abandoned Maryland heights, bis little army was in 
reality relieved by Generals Frankiin’s and Sumuer’s corps at Cramp- 
ton’s gap, within sevea miles of his position.” 

Tie corps of Generals Franklin and Sumper were a tof the army 
which I at that #me bad the honor to command, acd they were acting 
under my orders at Crampton’s gap and elsewhere ; and if, as the com- 
mission states, Colonel Ford’s “little army was in reality rejieved” by 
the those officers, it was relieved by me. 

_I had, on the morning of the 19th, sent the following dispatch in rela- 
tion to the command at Harper's Ferry : 
Camp sear Rockvii1e. 

September 10, 1862—9.45 a wm. 
Colonel Miles {s at or near Harper's Ferry, as I understand, with nine thon. 
sand troops. He can do nothing where he is, but conid be of great servien if 
ordered to join me. I guggest that he be ordered to join me by the most prac- 


ticable route. 

G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Major-General Tlatteck, Wushington, D. CG 
‘To this I received the following reply: 
There is no — for Colone] miles to join you at present’ his only chance fs 
to defend his works till you can cpca communication with him. 


H. W. HALLECK. 

Georce B. McCieitan, Major-General. 

It sceins necessary, for a vistu.ct understanding of this matter, to state 
that I was directed on the 12th to assume command of the garrison cf 
Harper’s Ferry as soon as | should open communications w th that place, 
and that when I received this order all communication from the direction 
in wh ch I was approaching was cut off. Up to that time, however, 
Colonei Miles could, in my oOpiniop, have marched his comand into 
Vennss lvania, by crossing the Potomac at Williamsport or above: ard 
this opinion wasconirmed by the fact that Celonel Davis ma: cbea whe 
cavalry part of Colonel Miles’s command from #Jarper’s Ferry en tho 
14th, taking the main road to Hagerttown, snd uo encountered no en- 
emy except asmali picket near the mouth of the Antietam. 

Beforo L le't Wash a, and when there certainty could have been 
no enemy to prevent the withdrawal of the forces of Colonel Miles, I 
recommen¢e4 to the proper authorities that the garrison of Karper’s 
Ferry should be withdrawn via Hagerstown, to aid in covcring the 
Cumberland vailey ; or that, taking up the pontoon bridge and obsiruct- 
ing the railroad bridge, it should fail back to the Maryiand heights, and 
there hold out to the jast. 
1n this position it ought to hare maintained itself for many cays. i 
was not deemed proper to adopt citber of these suggestions, and when 
the matter was left to my discretion it was too late for me to do apy- 
thing but endeavor to relieve the garrison. I accordingly dirccted ar- 
tillery to be fired by our advance at frequent intervals as a signal that 
relief was at band. This was dono, and, as I efterwards leased, the 
reports of the cannon were distiuctly heard at HMarper’s Ferry. It was 
confidently expected that Colone] Miles wou'd oold out until we bad car- 
ried the mountaia passes, and were in condition to send a detachmen: to 
his rehef. The left was therefore ordered tomose through Crampton’s 
pass iv front of Burkettsville, while the centre and right marched upow 
Turver’s pass in front of Mildictown. 
lt may be asked vy those who are not acquainted with the topography 
of the country iu the vicinity of harper’s Kerry, why Franklin, toetead 
of marching his columa over the circuitous road from Jeffereon via 
Barkettsvilie and Brownsville, was not ordered to move along the direet 
turnpike to Knoxville, and thence up the river to Harper’s Ferry. 

It was for the reason that i had receives information that the enemy 
were anticipating our approach in that direction, and had established 
batteries on the south side of the l’otomac which commanded all tho 
approaches to Knoxville ; moreover the road from that point winds di- 
rectly along the river bank at the foot of a precipitous mountain, where 
there was Lo opportunity of forming in line of battle, and where the en- 
emy could have placed eeneanien on both sidcs of the river to enfilade 
our narrow approaching columns. 

The agpresth through Crampton’s pass, which debouches into Pleag- 
ant valley in rear of Mary!and heights, was the only one which afiorded 
any reasonable prospect of carrying that formidable position; at the 
same time, the troops upon that road were in better relation to the main 
body of our forces. 

Ua the morniug of the 14th a verbal message reached me from Colonel 
Miles, which was the first autLentic intelligence I had received as to the 
condition of things at Harper’s Ferry. The messenger informed me 
that on the preceding afternoon Maryland heights bad been sbandoned 
by our troops after repelling an attack of the rebels, aud that Colonel 
Miles‘s entire force was concentrated at Harper’s Ferry, tne lana, 
Loudon, and Bolivar heights having been abandoned by bim, occa- 
pied by the enemy. The messenger also stated that there was Ay 4 
rent reason for the abandonment of the Maryland heights, and 








day, up to thé 14th of September : 





Baltimore or Pennsyivapia was not then known. On the 11th I ordered 
Genera] Burnside to pusb @ strong reconnoisance across the National 
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Colonel Miles instructed htm to say that he could hold out with certainty 


a sireched thin to make his way back, if possible, with the information 
that I was approaclaing rapidly, and felt confident I could relieve the 


On the same afternoon I wrote the following letter to Colonel Miles, 
and dispatched tree copies by three different couriers, on differct routes. 
I did not, however, learn that any of these men suceceded in reaching 

*s Ferry : 
Sees Tony Mipprerown, September 14, 1862. 

Covoxet.: The army is being rapidly concentrated here. We are now at- 
tacking the pass on the Hagerstown road over the Blue ridge. A column is 
aout attacking the urkettsville and Boonsboro’ pass. You may connt on our 
making every cilort to relieve you, You may reiy upon my speedily accum- 
plishing that object. > 
py the Maryland heights with your whole force. ‘ou can do that, I will cer- 
tainly be able to refeve you. As the Catoctin valley ts in our possession, yon 
ean safely cross the river at Berlin or its vicinity, so far as opposition on this 
side of the river is concerned. liold out to the last. 

G. B. MCULELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

Colone) D. 8. Mines. 


On the previous day I had sent General Franklin the following in- 

structions: 
Heapquartens Anuy or tHe Potomac, 
Camp near Frederick, September V3, WE2—6.20 p. m. 

Gewenat: I have now full information as to movements and intentions of the 
enemy. Jackson has crossed the upper Potomac w capture the garrison at 
Martinsburg and ent off Miles’s retreat towards the west. A division on the 
south side of the Potomac was to carry Loudon heights and ent off his retreat 
in that direction. McLaws with his own command and the division of R. H. 
Anderson was to move by Boousboro’ and Rohrersville to carry the Maryland 
heights. The sicnal officers inform me that he is now in Pleasant valley. The 
The Gring shows that Miles sttll holds out. Longstreet was to move to Boons- 
boro’, and there halt with the reserve corps; D. H. Hill to form the rear 

; Stuart's cavalry to bring np stragglers, &c. We have cleared ont all 
cavalry this side of the mountains and north of us. The last I heard from 
Pleasonton he occupied Middietown, after several sharp skirmishes. A divi- 
sion of Burnside’s command started several hours ago to support him. The 
whole of Buraside’s command, including Hooker’s corps, march this evening 
and early to-morrow morning, followed by the corps of Sumner and Banks, 
and Syke’s division, upon Boonsboro’ to carry that position. Couch has been 
ordered to concentrate his division and join yon as fae f as possible. With- 
out waiting for the whole of that division to join, you will move at daybreak in 
the morning by Jefferson and Burkettsville upon the road to Robreraville. I 
have reliable information that the mountain pass by this road is practicable for 
and wagons. If this pass is not occnpied by the enemy in force, seize 
it as soon as practicable, and debouch upon Rohrersville in order to cut off the 
retreat of or destroy Mcl.aw’s command. If you find this pus held by the 
enemy in large force, make al! your dispositions for the attack and commence 
ft about half an hour after you hear severe firing at the pass on the Hagerstown 
pike, where the main body will attack. Having gained the pass, your dut 
will be first to cut off, destroy, or capture McLaw’s command and relieve Col- 
onel Miles. If you effect this you will order him to join you atonce with all 
his d ble troops, first destroying the bridges over the I’otemac, if not ai- 
ready done, and, leaving a suilicient garrison to prevent the enemy from pass- 
ing the ford, you will then return by Rohrersvilie on the direct read to loons- 
boro’, if the main column has not succeeded in its attack. If it has sneceeded, 
take the road to Rohreraville, tg Sharpsburg and Williamsport, in order either 
to cut olf the retreat of Hill andMLongstreet towards the Potomac, or prevent 
re-passage of Jackson. My general idea is to cut the enemy in twoand beat 
him in detail. I believe I have sufficiently explained my intentions. I ask of 
you, at this important moment, ali your intellect and the utmost activity that a 
eral cau exercise. 
- GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

Major-General W. B. Franxuy, Commanding tth Corps. 

Again, on the 14th, | sent him the following : 

Heapqvarters Army oF Tur Potomac, 
vederick, September 14, 1862—2 p. m. 

Your dispatch of 12.30 just received. Send back to hurry up Coach. Mass 
your troops and carry Burkettsville at any cost. We shall have strong oppo- 
sition at both passes. As fast as the troops come up I will hold a reserve in 
readiness to support you. If you find the enemy in very great force at any of 
these passes let me know at once, and amuse them as best you can so as to re- 
tain them there. In that event I will probably throw the mass of the army on 
the pass in frontof here. If I carry that it wil! clear the way for you, and 
you must follow the enemy as rapidly as possible. — 

GEORGE B, McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

Major-General Faankity, 

General Frauk!in pushed bis corps ramdly forward towards Cramp- 
ton’s pase, and at about 12 o’clock on the lith arrived at Burkettsvilie, 
immediately in rear of which he found the enemy’s infantry posted in 
force on both sides of the road, with artillery in strong positions to de- 
fend the approaches to the pass. Slocum’s division was formed upon 
the right of tho road leading through the gap, and Smith’s upon the left. 
A lioe formed of Bartictt’s and Torbett’s brigades, supported by New- 
ton, whose activity was conspicuous, advanced steadily upon the enemy 
ata charge on the right. The enemy were driven from their position 
at the base of the mountain, where they were protected by a stone 
wall, steadily forced back up the slope until they reached the position of 
thoir battery on tho road, well up the mountain. There they madea 
stand. They were, however, driven back, retiring their artillery in 
eche!on until, after an action of three hours, the crest was gained, and 
the enemy hastily fled down the mountain on the other side, 

On the left of the road, Brook's ana Irvin’s brigades, of Smith's di- 
vision, formed for the protection of Slocum’s flank, charged up the 
mountain in the same steady manner, driving the enemy before them 
until the crest was carried. Foor hundred prisoners from seventecn 
@ifferent organizations, seven hundred stand of arms, one piece of artil- 
lery, and three colors, were captured by our troops in this brilliant ac- 
tion. It was conducted by General Franklin in all its details. These 
details are given in a report of General Franklin, herewith submitted, 
and due credit awarded to the gallant officers and men engaged. 

Tho loss in General Franklin’s corps was one hundred and fifteen 
killed, four hundred and sixteen wounded, and two missing. The en- 
emy’s loss was about the same. The enemy’s position was such that 
our artillery cou'd not be used with any effect. The close of the action 
found General Franklin’s advance in Pleasant Valley on the night of the 

th, within three and a half miles of the point on Maryland heights 
where he might, on the same night or on the morning of the 15th, havo 
formed a juiction with the garrison of Harper’s Ferry had it not been 

viously withdrawn from Maryland heighis, and within six miles of 
jarper’s Ferry. 

On the night of the 14th the following dispatch was sent to General 
Franklin : 

Boutvar, September 15—1 a. m. 

GENERAL! . ° . . . . - o . 

The commanding General directs that you occupy, with your command, the 
road from Rohrersville to Harper's Ferry, placing a sufficient force at Roh- 
rersville to hold that position, in case it should be attacked by the enemy 
from Boonsboro’. Endeavor to open communication with Colonel Miles at 
Harper's Ferry, attacking and destroying such of the enemy as you may find 
in Pleasant valley. Should you succeed in opening communication with 
Colonel Miles, direct him to join you with his whole command, with all the 
guns and public property that he can carry with him. The remainder of the 

ans Will be spiked ov destroyed ; the rest of the public property will also be 

estroyed. You will then proceed to Boonsboro’, which place the command- 
ing General intends to atteck to-morrow, fon ay the main body of the army 
at that place; should you find, however, that the enemy have retreated froin 
Boonsboro’ towards urg, you will endeaver to fall upon him and cut 
of his retreat. 

By command of Major-General McClellan. 

GEORGE D. RUGGLES, Colonel and Aide-de-camp. 

General FRrayxur 


x. 
Ox the 15th the following were received from General Franklin : 
AT rng root or Mount PLeasast, 
In Pleasant Vailey, three miles fant mere, 
September 15—8.50 a. m. 
Geyerat: My command started at daylight this morning, and I am waiting 
to have it closed up here. General Couch arrived about lv o’clock last night. 
Thave ordered one of his brigades and one battery to Rohrersville. or to the 
strongest point in its vicinity. The enemy isdrawn up in line of battle about 
two miles to our front, one brigade in sight. As soon as I am sure that Roh- 
rersville is ecenpied, I shall move forward to attack the euemy. This may be 
two hours from now. If Harper's Ferry has failen—and the cessation of 
firing makes me fear has—it is my opiuion that I should be strongly 
relaforced. 
a * . . -_ * _ . . 
W. B. FRANKLIN, Muj-Gen. Com. Corps. 
General G. B. McCietiay. 
ber 1S—11 a. m. 


Septer 

Gexerau: I have received your dispatch by Captain O’Heefe. The enemy 
is in large force in my front, in two lines of battle stretching across the valley, 
anda large column of artillery and infantry on the right of the valley, looking 
towarts 3 >> Ferry. They outnumber me twotoone. It will of course 
pursue the enemy under these circumstances. 
municate with burnside as soon as possible. In the mean time I shall wait 
to justly an attack on the forge Taco in front. ‘Thave’ bad a very close view 
an on ‘oree I see ve av view 

of it, and its position is very strong. ~ 


ully, 
General G. B. McCuritax, Cannan ees Ses 
surrendered Harper's Ferry at 8 a.m. on the 15th, as the 


Hold out to the last ee If it is possible, re-oceu- | 
y 


McReynold’s brigade and a section of artillery in the direction of Gettys- 
burg, and Rush’s regiment towards Jefferson to communicate w:th 
Franklin, to whom the 6th United Siates cavalry and a section of artil- 
lery had previously been sent, and to proceed with the remainder of his 
force in the direction of Middietown in pursuit of the enemy. 

After skirmishing with the enemy all the morning, and driving them 
from several strong positions, he reached Turner’s gap of tte South 
mountain in the afternoon, and found the enemy in force and apparently 
determined to defend the pags. He sent back for infantry to General 
Burnside, who had been directed to support him, and proceeded to make 
a reconnoissance of the pusition. 

The South mountain is at this point about one thourand feet in height, 
and its general direction is from northeast to scuthwest. The national 
road from Frederick to Hagerstown crosses it nearly at right angles 
| through Turner’s gap, a depressionwhich is somo four hundred feet 





| in depth. 
The mountain on the north side of the turnpike is divided into two 
crest?, or ridges. by a narrow valley, which, thorgh deep at the pass, 
becomes a slight depression at about a mile tothe north. There are two 
country roads, one to the right of the turnpike and the other to the left, 
which give access to the crests overlocking the main read. The ene on 
the leit, called the “ Old Sharpsburg road,’ is nearly paralicl to and 
about half a mile distant from the turopike, until it reaches the crest of 
the mountain, when it bends off to the left. The other road, calied the 
“Old Hagerstown road,” passes up a ravine in the mountains abouta 
mile from the turnpike, and bending to the Icft overand along the frst 
crest, enters the turnpike at the Mountain House, near the summit of 
the pass, 
On the night of the 13th the positions of the different corps were as 
follows : 
Reno's corps at Middletawn, except Redman’s division at Frederick. 
Hooker’s corps on the Monocacy, two miles from Frederick. 
Sumner’s corps near Frederick. 
Pank’s corps near Frederick. 
Sykes’s division near Frederick. 
Franklin’s corps at Buckeystown, 
Coach's division at Licksvilie. 
P ne orders from headquarters for the march on the 14th were as 
follows : 
Sth, 11.30 p. m.—Hooker to march at daylight to Middletown. 
13th, 11.39 p. m.—Sykes to move at 6 a.m. after Hooker, on the Mid- 
dletown and Hagerstown road. 
14th, 1 a. m,—Artillery reserve to follow Sykes closely. 
15th, 8.45 p.m.—Turner to move at7 a.m. 
on 9a.m.—Sumnoer ordered to take the Shookstown road to Mid- 
ctown. 
, 13th, 6.45 p.m.—Couch ordered to move to Jefferson with his whole 
iv'sion, 
On the 14th General Pleasonton continued his reconuoissance. Gib- 
Son’s battery and afterwards Benjimin’s battery (of Reno’s corps) were 
placed on high ground to the left of the turnpike, and obtained a direct 
fire on the enemy’s position in the gap. 
General Cox’s division, which had been ordered up to support General 
Pleasonton, lett its bivouac, near Middictown, at 6am, The Ist brigade 
reached the scene of action about 9a.m., and was sent up the old 
Sharpsburg road by General Pleasonton to feel the enemy and ascertain 
if he held the crest on that side in strong force. This waz scon found to 
be the caze ; and General Cox having arrived with the other brigade, 
and information having been received from General Reno that the 
column would be supported by the whole corps, the division was or- 
dered to assault the position. Two 20 pounder Parrotts of Simmons’s 
battery and two sections of McMullan’s battery were left in the rear in 
position near the turnpike, where they did good service during the day 
against the enemy’s batteries in the gap. Colonel Scammon’s brigade 
was deployed, and, well covered by skirmishers, moved up the slope to 
the left of the road with the object of turning the enemy's right, if pos- 
sible, It succeeded in gaining the crest and establishiug itself there, in 
spite of the vigurous efforts of the enemy, who was posted bebind stone 
wills and in the edges of timber, and the fire of a battery which poured 
in canister and case shot on the regiment on the right of the brigade- 
Colonel Crooke’s brigade marched in columns at supporting distance. A 
section of McMultan’s battery, under Licutenant Croome, (killed while 
serving one of his guns,) was moved up with great difliculty, and 
opened with canister at very short range oa tho enemy’s infantry, by 
whoin (after having done considerable execution) it was soon silenced 
and forced to withdraw. 
One regiment of Crook’s brigade was now deployed on Scammon’s 
ieft, and the other two in his rear, and they several times entered the 
first line and relieyed the regiments ia front of them when hard 
pressed, A section of Sumner’s battery was brought up and placed in 
the open spaco in the woods, where it did good service during the rest 
of the day. 
The enemy several tit®es attempted to retake the crest, advancing 
with boldncss, but were each time repulsed. They then withdrew their 
battery to a point more to the right, and formed columns on both our 
flanks. It was now about noon, and a lull occurred in the contest which 
lasted about two hours, during which the rest of the corps was coming 
up. General Wilcox’s division was the first to arrive. When he reached 
the base of the mountain, General Cox advised him to consult General 
Pleasonton as to a position. The latter indicated that on the right, after- 
wards taken up by General Hooker. General Wilcox was in the act of 
moving to occupy this ground, when he received an order from General 
Reno to move up the old Sharpsburg road and take a position to its 
right, overlooking the turnpike. Two regiments were detached to sup- 
port General Cox, at his request. One section of Cooke’s tattery was 
placed in position near the turn of the road, (on the crest.) and opened 
tire on the enemy’s batteries across the gap. The division was pro- 
ceeding to deploy to the right of the road, when the enemy suddenly 
opened (at one hundred and fifty yards) with a battery which enfiladed 
the road at this point, drove off Cook’s cannoneers with their limbers, 
and caused a temporary panic in which the guns were nearly lost. But 
the 79%h New York and 17th Michigan promptly rallied, changed front 
under a heavy fire, and moved out to protect the guns with which Cap- 
tain Cook had remained. Order was soon restored, and the division 
formed in line on the right of Cox, and was kept concealed as much as 
possible under the hillsides until the whole lino advanced. It was ex- 
posed not only to the fire of the battery in front, but also to that of the 
batteries on the other side of the turnpike, and lost beavily. 
Shortly before this time Generals Burnside and Reno arrived at the 
base of the mountain ; and the former directed the latter to move up 
the divisions of Generals Sturgis and Rodman to the crest held by Cox 
and Wilcox, and to move upou the cnemy’s position with his whole 
force as soon as he was informed that General Hooker (who had just 
been directed to attack on the right) was well advanced up the 
mountain. 
General Rono then went to the front and assumed the direction of 
affairs, the positions having been ecxpl:ined to him by General! Picason- 
ton. Shortly before this time I arrived at the point cccupied by General 
Burnside, and my headquarters were located there until the conclusion 
Burnside, and my headquarters were located there watil the conclusion 
of theaction. General Sturgis had !e:t his camp at 1 p. m., and reach- 
ed the scene of act on about 34g p.m. Clark's battery, of his division, 
was sent to assist Cox’s left, by order of General Reno, and two 
regiments (2d Maryland and 6th New Hampshire) were detached by 
General Reno and sent forward a short distance on the left of the turn- 
pike. His division was formed in rear of Wilcox’s and Rodman’s d¢ivi- 
sion ; Col nel Fairchili’s brigade being placed on the extreme left, and 
Co!one] Harland’s, under General Rodman’s personal supervision, on 
the Right. 
My order to move the whole line forward and take or silence the ene- 
my’s batteries in front was executed with enthusiasm. The enemy 
made a desperate resistance, charging our advancing lines with fierce- 
bess, but they were everywhere routed and fled. 
Our chief loss was in Wilcox’s division. The enemy’s battery was 
found to be across a gorge and beyoud the reach of our infantry ; but 
its position was made untenable, and it was hastily removed and not 
again put in position near us. But the batteries across the gap still 
kept up a fire of shot and she'll. 
General Wilcox praises very high!y the conduct of the 17th Michigan 
in this advance—a regiment which had been organized scarcely a 
month, but which charged the advancing enemy in a flank manner 
worthy of veteran troops; and also that of the 45ih Pennsylvania, 
which bravely met them in the front. 
Cox’s battery now re-opened fire. Sturgis’s division was moved to 
the front of Wilcox’s, occupying the new ground gained on tho 
further side of the slope, and his artillery opened on the batteries across 





Cox. In General Reno the nation lost ove of its best general officers. 
He was a skillful soldicr,a brave and honest man. 

There was no firing after 10 o’clook, and the troops slept on their 
arms ready to renew the fight at daylight; but the enemy quietly re- 
tired frcm our front juring the night, abandoning their wounded, and 
leaving their dead .n large numbers scattercd over the ficld. While 
these operations were progressing on tho left cf the maia column, the 
r ght under Gencral Miooker was actively engaged. His cor;s left the 
Monocacy carly in the morning, and its adyance reached the Catoctin 
creek about 1 p.m. Generali Hooker then went forward to examine 
the ground. 

At about 1 o’clock General Meade’s division was ordered to make a 
diversion in favor of Revo. The foilowing is the order sent : 

Serremser 14—1 p. m. 

Generar: General Reno requests that a division of yours may move up on 
the right (north) of the main road, General McClellan desires you to comply 
with this request, holding your whole corps in readiness to support the move- 
ment, and taking charge of it yourself. 

Sumuer’s and Kank’s corps have commenced arriving. Let Genera] Mc- 
Cleilan be informed as soon as you commence your movement. 

GEORGE D. RUGGLEs, 
Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General, and Aide-de-Camp. 

Major-General looker. ° 

Meade’s division left Catoctin creek about two o’clock, and turned cf 
to the rigt from the main road on the old Hagerstown road to Mount 
Tabor church, where Gencral Hooker was, and deployed a ehort Jis- 
tence in advance, its right restiog about one and a half mile from the 
turnpike. The encmy fired a few shots froma battery on the movn- 
tain side, but did no considerable damage. Cooper’s Battery ‘ B,’’ Ist 
Pennsylvania artillery, was placed in position on high ground at about 
three and a half o’clock, and fired at the cnemy on the slope, but coon 
ceased by order of General Hooker, and the position of our lines pre- 
vented any further use of artillery by us on this part of the fleld. The 
first Massachusetts cavalry was sent up the valley to the right to ob- 
serve the movements, if any, of the enemy in that direction, and cne 
regiment of Meade’s division was posted to watch a road coming in 
the same direction. The other divisions were deployed as they came 
up, General Hatch’s on the left, and General Rickett’s, which arrived 
at 5 p.m., inthe rear. General Gibbon’s brigade was detached from 
Hatch’s division by General Burnside, for the purpose of making a de. 
monstration on the enemy’s ceptre, up the main road, as soon as the 
movements on the right and left had sufficiently progressed. The Ist 
Pennsylvania rifles of General Seymour’s brigade were sect forwerd as 
skirmishers to feel the enemy, aud it was found that he was in force 
Meade was then directed to advance his division to the right of the 
road, so as to outflank them if poesible, and then to move forward and 
attack, while Hatch was directed to take with his division the crest on 
the left of the old Hagerstown road, Rickett’s division being held in re. 
serve. Seymour’s brigade was scent up to the top of the slope, on the 
right of the ravine through which the road runs ; and then moved along 
the summit parallel to the road, while Colonel Gallagher’s and Colore} 
Magilton’s brigades moved in the same direction along the slope and in 
the ravine. 

The ground was of the most dificult character for the movement of 
troops, the hillsides being very steep and rocky, and obstructed by 
stone walls and timber. The enemy was very £00n encountered, and in a 
short time theaction became general along the whole frovt of the divi- 
sion. The line advanced steadily up the mountain side, where the ene- 
my was posted bebind trees and rocks, from which he was gradually 
éislodged. During this advance Colonel Gallagher, commanding 3d 
brigade, was severcly wounded ; and the command devolyed upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Anderson. 

General Meade having reason to believe that the enemy were aticmpt 
ing to outflank bim on bis right, applied to General Hooker for ren 
forcements. General Duryea’s brigade, of Rickett’s division, was or 
dered up, but did not arrive until the close of the action. It was ad 
vanced on Seymorr’s left, but only one regiment could open fire before 
the enemy retired and darkness intervened. 

General Meade speaks highly of General Seymour’s skill in bardling 
his brigade on the extreme right, securing by his manceuvers the great 
object of the movement, the outflanking of the enemy. 

While General Meade was gallantly driving the enemy on the right, 
Gencral Hatch’s division was engaged in a severe contest for the pos 
session of the crest on the left of the ravine ; it moved up the moun- 
tain in the following order : two regiments of General Patrick’s brigade 
deployed as skirmishers, with the other two regiments of the same 
brigade supporting them. Colonel Phelps’ brigade in line of battalions 
in mass at Geploying distance, General Doubleday’s brigade in the same 
order bringixg up the rear. The 21st New York having gone straight 
up the slope instead of around to tho right, as directed, the 24 United 
States sharpshooters was sent out in its place. Pheips’ and Doubleday’s 
brigades were deployed in turn as they reached the woods, which be 
gin about half up the mountain, General Patrick with his skirmishers 
soon drew the fire of the enemy, and found him strongly posted be 
hind a fence which bounded tho clear space on the top of the ridge, 
having on his front the woods through which our line was advancing, 
and in his rear a cornfield full of rocky ledges, which afforded goed cov 
or to fall back to if dislodge). 

Phelps’ brigade gallantly advanced, under a hot fire, to close quar 
ters, and after ten or fiftecn minutes of heavy firing on both sides (in 
which General Hatch was wounded while urging on his men) the fence 
was carried by a charge, and our line advanced a few yards beyond it, 
somewhat slieitered by the slope of the hill. 

Doubdleday’s brigade, now under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hoffman, (Colonel Wainright having been wounded,) relieved I helps, 
and continued firing for an hour and a half; the enemy behind ledges 
of rocks, some thirty or forty paces in our front, making a stubborn 
resistance, and attempting to charge on the least cessation of our fire. 
About dusk Colonel Christian’s brigade of Ricketts’s division came up 
and relieyed Doubleday’s brigade, which fell back into line behind 
Phelps’. Christian’s brigade continued the action for thirty or forty 
minutes, when the enemy retired, after having made an attempt wo 
flank uson the left, which was repulsed by the 75ih New York and 7th 
Indiana. 

The remaining brigade of Ricketts’ division (General Hartsuffs) was 
moved up in the centre, and connected Meade’s left with Doubleday’s 
right. We row had possession of the summit of the first ridge which 
commanded the turnpike on both sides of the mountain, and the troops 
were ordered to hold their positions until further orders, and slept on 
their arms. Late in the afternoon General Gibbon, with his brigade 
and one section of Gibbon’s battery (3, 4th artillery,) was ordered to 
move up the main road on the enemy’s centre. He advanced aregiment oa 
each side of the road, preceded by skirmishers, and followed by the 
other two regiments ia double column ; the artillery moving on the 
road until within range of the enemy’s guos, which were firing on the 
column from the gorge. 

The brigade advanced steadily, driving the enemy from his posit’ons 
in tue woods and behind stone walls, until they reached a point well up 
towards the top of the pass, when the enemy, having been reinforced by 
three regiments, opened 9. heavy fire on the front and on both flanks. 
The fight continued until 9 o’elock, the enemy being entirely repulsed ; 
and the brigade, after having suffered severely, and having expended ail 
its aramunition, including even the cartridges of the dead and wounded, 
continued to hold the ground it had so gallantly won until 12 o’clock, 
when it was relieved by General Gorman’s brigade of Sedgwick’s di- 
vision, Sumner’s corps — the 6th Wisconsin, which remained on the 
field all night.) General Gibbon, in this delicate movement, hand!éd his 
brigade with as much precision and coolness as if upon parade, and the 
bravery of his troops could not be excelled. 

The 2d corps (Sumner’s) and the 12th corps (Williams’) reached 
their final positions shortly after dark. General Richardson’s division 
was placed near Mount Tabor church, in a position to support our right, 
if necessary ; the 12th corps and Sedgwick’s division bivouacked around 
Bolivar, in a position tosupport our centre and left. 

General Sykes’ division of regulars and the artillery reserve halied 
for the night at Middletown. Thus,on the night of the 14th the whole 
army was massed in the vicinity of the ficld of battle, in readiness to 
renew the action the next day, or to move in pursuit of the enemy. At 
daylight our skirmishers were advanced, and it was found that he had 
retreated during the night, leaving bis dead on the field, and his wound- 


ed uncared for. 


About fifteen hundred prisoners were taken by us during the battle, 


and the loss to the enemy in killed was much greater than our own. 
and, probably, also in wounded. It is believed that the force opposed 
to us at Turner’s gap consisted of D. H. Hill’s corps, (15,000,) ands 
part, if not the whole, of Longstreet’s, and perhaps a portion of Jack- 
son’s, probably some 30,000 iz all. 


We went into action with about 30,000 men, and our losses amounted 








cessation of the firing indicated, and General Franklin was ordered to | the gap. enemy made an effort to turn our left about dark, but i d 22 mis 
romaia where he was to watch the large foree in front of him, and pro- | were repulsed by Fairchilds’s brigade and Clark's battcry. "| aeeeteien fest dokeapesemnten Ge Gllouing cory ted 
tect our loft and rear until the night of the 16th, when he was ordered to | At about 7o'clock the enemy made another effort to regain the lost dispatch from his excellenc the President : 
join the main body of the army Wa Keedysville, after sending Couch’s | groun:!, at acking along Sturgis’s front and part of Cox’s. A lively firo od 
vision to, Maryland ights. " While the events which bave just been | was kept up uatil nearly 9 o'clock, several charges being made by the War hahingion, September 15, 1862-245 p. m. 
pow — hwy th PT a ee ee Your dispatch of to-day received. Ged Voss yee, end Ol with pees : 
g » . ‘ > 
fe the contest fr the Poue.ou of Turner's gap. k Geueral Reno was killed just before sunset, while making a reconnois- the rebel army & 4. LINCOLN. 
the morning of the 15 Cowal Pieasvuliu was ordered to send , Saues ty the front, and the command of corps devolved upon General | Major-General McCuxLLax. 
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‘* ANTIETAM.” 


On the night of tho battle of Soutli Mountain, orders were given to the 
corps commanders to press forward the pickets at early dawn. This 
advance revealod the fact that the enemy had left his positions, and an 
immediate pursuit was ordered : the cavalry, under General [’leasonton, 
and the three corps under Generals Sumner, Hooker, and Manefield (the 
latter of whom had arrived that morning and assumed command of the 
12th, (Williams’ corps), by the national turnpike and Boonsboro’ ; the 
corps of Generals Burnside and Porter (the latter command at that time 
consist.ng of but one weak division, Sykes’) by the old Sharpsburg 
road, and General Franklin to move into Pleasant valley, occupy Roh- 
rersville by a detachment, and endeavor to relieve Harper’s Ferry. 

Generals Burnside and Porter, upon reaching the road from Boons- 
bore’ to Rohrersville to reinforce Franklin, or to move on Sharpsburgh, 
according to circumstances. 

Franklin moved towards Brownsville and found there a force of the 
enemy, much supcrior in numbers to his own, drawn up ina strong 

ition to receive him. At this time the cessation of firing at Harper’s 
erry indicated the surrender of that place. 

The cavalry overtook the enemy’s cavalry in Boonsboro’, made a 
daring charge, killing and wounding a number, and capturing 260 pris- 
oners and two guns, 4 

General Richardson's division of the 2d corps pressing the rear guard 
of the enemy with vigor, passed Boonsboro’ and Keedysville, and came 
upon the main body of pp tyes. ens in large force a strong 

ion afew miles beyond the latter pilave. ; 

Port had been hoped to engage the enemy during the 15th. Accordingly, 
instructions were given that if the enemy were overtaken on the march 
they should be attacked at once ; if found in heavy force and in position, 
the corps in advance should be placed in position for attack, and await 
my arrival. On reaching the advanced position of our troops, T found 
but two divisions, Richardson’s and Syke’s, in position ; the other 
troops were halted in the road ; the head of the column some distance 
in rear of Richardson. a : ; 1s 

The enemy occupied a strong position on the heights, on the west side 
of Antietam creek, displaying a large force of infantry and cavalry, 
with numerous batteries of artillery, which opened on our columns as 
they appeared in sight on the Keedysville roadand Sharpsburg turnp ke, 
which fire was returned by Captain Tidbali’s light battery, 2d Uniicd 
States artillery, and Pettit’s battery, Ist New York artillery. . 

The division of General Richardson, following close on the heels of 
the retreating foe, halted and deployed near Antictam river, on the 
right of the Sharpsburg road. General Sykes, leading on the division 
of reguiars on the old Sharpsburg road, came up and deployed to the 
left of General Richardson, on the left of the road. : 

Antietam creek, in this vicinity, is crossed by four stone briges—the 
upper one on the Keedysville and Williamsport road ; the second on the 
Keedyville and Sharpsburgh turnpike, some two and a half miles be 
low ; the third about a mile below the second, on the Robrersville and 

Sharpsburg road ; and the fourth near the mouth of Antietam creek, 
on the road leading from Harper’s Ferry to Sharpsburgb, some three 
miles below the third. The etream is sluggish, with few and difficult 
fords. After a rapid cxamination of the position, I found that it was 
too late to attack that day, and at once directed the placing of the bat- 
terries in position in the centre, and indicated the bivouacs for the dif- 
ferent corps. massing them near and on both sides of the Sharpsburg 
turnpike. The corps were nvt all in their positions until the next morn- 
ing after sunrise. 

Oa the morning of the 16th, it was discovered that the enemy had 
changod the position of his batteries. The masses of bis troops, how- 
ever, were still concealed behind the opposite heights, Their left and 
centro were upon and in front of the Sharpsburgh and Hagerstown turn- 

ike, bidden by woods and irregularitics of the ground ; their extreme 
font resting upon a wooded eminence near the crossroads to the north 
of J. Miller’s farm ; their loft resting upon the Potomac. ‘Their line ex- 
tended south, the right resting upon the hills to the south of sharps 
burgh, near Shaveley’s farm. : : 

The bridge over the Antietam, described as No. 3, near this point, was 
strongly covered by riflemen protected by rifle-pits, stone fences, &c., 
and epfiladed by artillery. The ground in front of this line consisted of 
undulating hills, their crests in turn commanded by others in their rear. 
On all favorable points the enemy’s artillery was posted und their re- 
serves hidden from view by the hills, on which their line of battle was 
formed, could manmuvre unobserved by our army, and from the short- 
ness of their line could rapidly reiuforce any point threatened by our 
attack. Their position, stretching across the angle formed by the oto- 
mac and Antietam, their flanks and rear protected by these streams, was 
one of the strongest to be f i in this region of country, which is well 
adapted to defensive warfare. 

On the right, near Keedysville, en both sides of the Sharpsburgh 








| its left, which it was unable to return, gave way towards the right and | 


moved promptly toward the scene of action. 

The first division, General Williams's, was deployed to the right on 
approaching the enemy ; General Crawford’s brigade on the right, its 
right restivg on the Hagerstown turnpike ; on his le{t General Gordon’s 
brigade. The second division, General Green’s, joining the left of Gor- 
don’s, extended as far as the burnt buildings to the north and east of 
the white church on the turnpike. During the deployment, that gallant 
veteran General Mansfield fell mortally wounded, while examining the 
ground in front of his troops. General Hartsuff, of Hooker’s corps, was 
severely wounded, while bravely pressing forward his troops, and was 
taken from the field. 

The command of the twelfth corps fell upon Gencral Williams. Five 
regiments of first divisiou of this corps wero new troops. One brigade 
of the second division was sent to support General Doubleday. 

The one hendred and twenty-fourth Pennsylvania voluntcers were 
pushed across the turnpike into the woods beyend J. Miller’s house, 
with orders to hold the position as long as possible. 

The line of battle of this corps was formed, and it became engaged 








this attack the enemy had pushed a strong column of troops into the | 
open fields in front of the turnpike, while he occupied the woods on the 


sequent obaervations) were traversed by outcropping ledges of rock. 

Several hundred yards to the right and rear was a hill wh'ch commanded | 
the debouche of the woods, and in the fields between was a long line of 

stone fences, continued by breastworks of rails, which covered the en- | 
emy’s infantry from our musketry. The same woods formed a screen | 
behind which bis movements were concea'ed, and his batteries on the | 
hill and the rifle works covered froin the fire of our artiliery infront. | 

For about two hours the battle raged with varied success, the enemy | 
endeavoring to drive our troops into the second line of wood, and ours | 
in turn to get possession of the line in front. 

Our troops ultimately succeeded in forcing the enemy back into the 
woods near the turnpike, General Green with his two brigades crossing 
into the woods to the left of the Dunbar church. During this conflict, 
General Crawford, commanding first division after General Williams took 
command of the corps, was wounded, and left the field. 

General Green being much exposed and applying for reinforcements, 
the thirteenth New Jersey, twenty-seventh Indiana, and the third Mary- 
land were sent to his support with a section of Knapp’s battery. 

At about nine o'clock a. m., General Sedgwick’s division of General | 
Sumner’s corps arrived. Crossing the ford previously mentioned, this | 
division marched in three columns to the support of the attack on the | 
enemy’s left. On nearing the scene of action the columns were halted, | 
faced to the front, and established by General Sumner in three paralle! 
lives by brigade, facing towards the south and west ; General Gorman’s | 
brigade in front, General Dana’s second, and General Howard’s third, | 
witn a distance between the lines of some seventy paces. The division | 
was then put in motion and moved upon the field of battle, under fire | 
from the enemy's concealed batteries on the hiil beyond the roads. | 
Pasting disgonally te the froot across the open space and to the front of 
| the first division of General Williams’ corps, this latter division with- 
drew. 

Entering the woods on the west of the turnpike, and driving the enemy 
before them, the first line was met by a heavy fire of musketry and shell 
from the enemy's breastworks and the batteries on the hiil commandinz 
the exit {rom the woods; meantime a heavy column of the enemy had 
succeeded in crowding back the troops of General Green’s division, and 
appeared in rear of the left of Sedgwick’s division. By command ot | 
General Sumner, General Howard faced the third fine to the rear prepar- | 
story to a change of front to meet the column advancing on the left; | 
hut this line, pow suff-ring from a destructive fire both in front and on | 






car in considerable confusion, and was soon followed by the first and 
nd lines, 

rai Gorman’s brigade, and one regiment of General Dana’s, soon 
ral ied and checked the advance of the enemy on the right. Thesecond 
and third lines now formed on the left of General Gorman’s brigade and 
poured a destructive fire upon the enemy. 

Dering General Sumner’s attack, he ordered General Wi liams to sup 
port him. Brigadier-General Gordon, with a portion of his brigade, 
moved forward, but when he reached the woods, the left of General 
Sedgwick’s division had given way; and finding himself, as the smoke 
cleared up, opposed to the enemy iu force with his small .command, he 
withdrew to the rear of the batteries at the second line of woods. As 
General Gordon’s troops unm:sked our batterics on the left, they open- 
1d with canister ; the batteries of Captain Cothran, Ist New York, and 








turnpike, were Sumuer’s and Hooker’s corps. In advance, on the righ’ 
of the turnpike and near the Antietam river, General Richardson's di 
vision of General Sumner's corps was posted. General Sykes’s division 
of General Porter’s corps was on the left of the turnpike and in line with 
General Richardson, protecting the bridge No. 2, over the Antietam 
Tue left of the line, opposite to and some distance from bridge No. 3, 
was occupied by General Burnside’s corps. 

Before giving General Hooker his orders to make the movement whic! 
will presently be described, I rode to the left of the line togatisfy myseli 
that the troops were properly posted there to secure our left flank trom 
any attack made along the left bank of the Antietam, as well as to cn 
abie us to carry bridge No. 3. 

I found it nec ry to make considerable changes in the positien o 
General Burnside’s corps, and directed him to advance to a strong posi- 
tion in the immediate vicinity of the bridge, and to reconnoitre the ap 

















roaches to the bridge carefully. In front of General Sumner’s and 
Hooker's corps, near Keedysville, and on the ridge of the first line of 
bilis overlooking the Antietam, and between the turnpike and Fry's 





house on the right of the road, were placed Captaiu 7 it's, Langner’s, 
Von Kleizer’s and Lieutenant Weaver’s batteries of twenty-pounder 
Parrott guns. On the crest of the hill in the rear and right of bridge 
No. 3,Captaia Weod’s three-inch and Lieutenant Benjamin’s twenty- 
pounder batteries. General Franklin’s corps and General Couch’s di- 
vision Leld a position in Pleasant valley in front of Brownsville, with a 
etrong force of the enemy in their front. General Morell’s division of 
Porter’s corps was en rou/e from Boonsboro’, and General Humphroy’s 
division of new troops en rowle from Frederick, Maryland. About day- 
light on tho 16th the enemy opened a heavy fire of artillery on our 
guns in position, which was promptly returned ; their fire was silenced 
ior the time, but was frequently renewed during the day. In the heavy 
fire of the morning, Major Arndt, commanding first battalion first New 
York artillery, was mortally wounded while directing the opcrations of 
his batterics. 

It was afternoon before I could move the troops to their positions for 
attack, being compelled to spend the morning in reconnoitring the new 
position taken up by the enemy, examining the ground, finding fords, 
clearing the approaches, and hurrying up the ammunition and supply 
trains, which had been delayed by the rapid march of the troops over 
the few practicable approaches from Frederick. These had been crowd 
ed by the masses of infantry, cavalry and artillery pressing on with the 
hope of oveitaking the enemy before he could form to resist an attack. 
Many of the troops were out of rations on the previous day, and a good 
Fr of their ammunition had been expended in the severe action of the | 


My plan for the impending general engagement was to attack the en- 
emy’s left with tbe corps of Hooker and Mansfleld, supported by Sum- | 
ner’s, and if necessary by Franklin’s ; and, as soon as matters looked 
favorably there, to move the corps of Burnside against the enemy’s ex- 
treme right, upon the ridge running to the south and rear of Sharps- 
burgh, and having carried their position, to press along the crest to- 
wards our right ; and whenever either of these flank movementsshould 
be successful, to advance our centre with all the forces then disposable. 

About 2 p. m., General Hooker, with his corps, consisting of Gencral 
Rickett’s, Mcade’s and Doubleday’s divisions, was ordered to cross the 
Antietam at the ford, and at bridge No.1, a short distance above, to attack 
and, if possible, turn the enemy’s left. General Sumcer was ordered to 
cross the corps of General Mans§eld (the 12th) during the night, and 
hold his own (the 2d) corps ready to cross early the next morning. On 
reaching the vicinity of the enemy’s left a sharp contest commenced 
with the Pennsylvania reserves, the advance of General Hooker’s corps 
cear the house of D. Miller. The enemy were driven from the strip of 
woods where he was first met. The firing lasted until after dark when 
General Hooker’s corps rested on their arms on ground won from the 
enemy. 

During the night General Mansficld’s corps, consisting of Gencrals 
Williams's and Green’s divisions, crossed the Antictam at the same ford 
and bridge that General Hooker’s troops had passed, and bivouacked on 
thefarm of J. Poffonberger, about a mile in rear of General Hooker's 
Position. At daylight on the 17th the action was commenced by the 
skirmishers of the Pennsylvania reserves. The whole of Gencral Hook- 
£t'S Corps was soon engaged, and drove the enemy from the open field 
in front of the first line of woods into a second line of woods beyond, 
which runs to the eastward of and nearly parallel to the Sharpsburgh 
and Hagerstown turnpike. 

The contest was obstinate, and as the troops advanced the opposition 








| pattle raged along the whole line with great slaughter. 


[, Ist artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Woodruff, doing good service 
Unable to withstand this deadly fire in front and the musketry fire from 
the right, the enemy again sought shelter iu the woods and rocks beyond 
the turnpike, 

During this assault Generals Sedgwick and Dana were seriously wound- 
ed and taken from the fleld. General Sedgwick, though twice wounded, 
wud faint from Joss of blood, retained command of his division for more 
(ian an hour after his rst wound, animating bis command by his pres- 
ence, 

About the time of General Sedgwick’s advance, General Hooker, while 
urging ou his command, was severely wounded in the foot and taken 
irom the field, and General Meade was placed in command of his corps. 
General Howard assumed command after General Sedgwick retired. | 

Tle repulse of the euemy offered opportunity to re-arrauge the lines { 
und re-organize the commands on the right, now more or less in coufu- 
sion. The batieries of the Pennsylvania reserve, on high ground, near 
I. Poffenburger’s house, opened fire, and checked several atten.pts oi 
the enemy to establish batteries in front of our right, to turn that flank 
and enfilade the lines, 

While the conflict was so obstinately raging on the right, General 
French was pushing his division against the enemy stil! further to the 
left. This division crossed the Antietam at the same ford as General 
Sedgwick, and immediately in his rear. Passing over the stream ia 
three columns, the division marched about a mile from the ford, then 
facing to the left, moved in three lines towards the encmy ; General Max 
Weber's brigade in front ; Colonel Dwight Morris’s brigade of raw troops, 
undriiJled, and moving fur the firet time under fire, in the second, and 
General Kimball’s brigade ia the third. The division was first assailed 
by a fire of artillery, but steadily advanced, driving in the enemy’s skir- 
misher’s, and encountered the infantry in some force at the group o{ 
hous-s on Roulette’s farm. General Weber’s brigade gallantly advanc- 
ed with an unwavering front and drove the enemy from their pos:tion 
about the houses. 

While General Weber was hotly engaged with the first line of the en- 
omy, General French received orders from General Sumner, his corps 
commander, to push on with renewed vigor to makea diversion in favor 
of the attacs onthe right. Leaving the new troops, who had been 
thrown into some confusion fronftheir march through cornfields, over 
fences, &c., to form as a reserve, he ordered the brigade of Genera! 
Kimball to the front, passing to the left of General Weber. Tho en: my , 
were pressed back to near the crest of the hill, where he was encoun 
tered in greater strength posted in a sunken road forming a natural rifl-- 
pit raaning in a northwesterly direction. Ina cornfield in rear of this | 
road were algo strong bodies of theenemy. As the line reached the, 
crest of the hilf'a galling fire was opened on it from the sunken read ard | 
cornficld. Here a territic fire of musketry burst from both lincs, and the | 








The enemy attempted to turn the left of the line, but were met by the 
7th Virginia and 132d Pennsylvania volunteers, and repulsed. Foiled in 
this, the enemy made a determined assault on the front, but were met 
by a charg: from our lines which drove them back with severe loss, 


about seven a, m., the attack being opened by Knapp’s (’ennsylvania), | right of Richardson’s position in a cornfield near 
Cothran’s (New York), and Hampton’s (Pittsburgh) batteries. To meet | where the division had become separated from that of General French’s. 


| well in check. Colonel Barlow, comma’ 


cupied the same 





a 
* 
became more determined and the number of the enemy greater. Gen- | to advance under a heavy fire nearly to the crest of the hill overleok 
eral Hooker then ordered up the corps of General Yuinsiela, which | Piper’s house, the pmo being panes in @ continuation of the wn 


road and cornfield before referredto. Here the brave Irish brigade 
opeved upon the enemy a terrific musketry fire. 

All of General Sumuer’s corps was now ——— Genera) Sedgw: 
the right; General French in the centre General Kichardgon on the 
left. The Irish brigade sustained its well-earned reputation. After suf- 
fering terribly in officers and men, and strewing the ground with their 
enemies as they drove them back, their ammunitipn nearly expended, 
aud their commander, General Meagher, disabled by the fall of his horse 
shot under bim, this brigade was ordered to give to General Cald- 
well's brigade, which advanced to a short distance in itsrear. The lincs 
were passed by the Irish brigade breaking by company, to the rear, and 
General Caldwell’s by company to the front as steadily as on drill. Col- 
onel Brooks’s brigade now became the second lino. 

The ground over which General Richardson’s and French’s divisions 
were fighting was very irregular, intersected by numerous ravines, 
hills covered with growing corn, enclosed by stone walle, behind which 
tbe enemy could advance unobserved upon any exposed point of our 
lines. Taking advantage of this, the enemy wong es to gain the 

ulette’s houge, 





A change of front by the 52 New York and 2d Delaware volunteers, of 
Colonel Brooks's brigade under Colonel Frank, and the attack made by 


west of the turnpike in strong force, The woods (as was found by sub- | the 53d Pennsylvania volunteers, sent further to the right by Colonel 


Brooks to close this gap in the line, andthe movement of the 132d 
Pounsylvania and 7th Virginia volunteers of General French’s division, 
before referred to, drove them from the cornfield and restored the live. 

The brigade of General Caldwell, with determined ga!lantry, pushed 
the enemy back opposite the left and centre of this division, but shelter- 
ed in the sunken road, they stil! beld our forces on the right of Caid 
ing the 6let and 64th New 
York regiments of Caldwell’s brigade, seeing a favorable opportunity, 
advanced the regiments on the left, taking the line in the sunken road 


| in flank, and compelled them to surrender, capturing over three hun- 


dred prisorers and three stands of colors. 

The whole of the brigade, with the 57th and 66th New York regi- 
ments ef Colonel Brooks’s brigade, who had moved these regiments in- 
to the Orst line, now advyaneod with gallantry, driving the enemy be- 
fore them in confusion into the cornfleld beyond the sunken road. The 
left of the division was now well advanced, when the enemy, concecsal- 
ed by the intervening ridge, endeavored to turn its Jeft and rear, 

Colonel @ross, 5th New Hampshire, by a change of front to tho left 
and rear, brought his regiment facing the advaucing line. Here a spir- 
ited contest arose to gain a commanding height, the two opposing forces 
moving parallel to each other, giving and receiving fire. ‘the 5th gain- 
ing the advantage, faced to the rght and delivered its volley. Being 
reinforced by the 8let P: nnsylrania, these regiments met the advance 
by a counter charge. The enemy fled, leaving many killed, wounded, 
aud prisoners, and the colors of the 4th North Carolina, in our hands. 

Another column of the enemy, advancing under shelter of a stone 
wall and cornfield, pressed down on the right of the division ; but Cojo- 
nel Barlow again advanced the 61st and 64th New York against these 
troops, and with the attack of Kimbali’s brigade on the right, drove 
ther from this position. 

Our troops on the left of this part of the line having driven the ene- 
my far back, they, with reinforced numbers, made a determined attack 
ciretly in tront. To meet this, Colonel Barlow brought his two regi- 
ments to their position in line, and drove the enemy through the corn 
field into the orchard beyond, under a heavy fire of musketry, and a 
fire of canister from pieces of artillery in the orchard, and a battery 
further to the right, throwing shell and case shot. This adyance gave 


| US possession of Jiper’s house, the strong point contended for by the en- 


emy at this part of the line, it being a defensible building several hun- 
dred yards in adyance of the sunken road. The musketry fire at this 
point of the line now ceased. Holding Piper’s house, Genera! Richard- 
son withdrew the Line a little way to the crest of the hill, a more ad- 
vautageous position. Up to this time the division was withoutartillery. 
and im the new position suffered severely from artillery fie which could 
net be replied to, A section of Robertson’s horse battery, commanded 
by Lieutenant Vincent, 2d artillery, now arrived on the ground and did 
excellent service. Subsequently a battery of brass guns, commanded 
by Captain Graham's Ist artillery, arrived, aad was posted on the crest 
of the bill, and soon silenced the two guns in theorchard, A heavy fire 
soon ensued between the battery farther to the right and our own. Cap- 
tain Graham’s batlery was bravely and skilfully served, but unable to 
reach the enemy, who had rifled guns of greater range than our smooth- 
bores, retired by order of General Richardson, to gave it from useless 
sacrifice of men and horses. The brave general was himself mortally 
wounded while personally directing its fire. 

General Haneock was placed in command of the division after the fall 
of General Richardson. General Meagher’s brigade, now commanded 
by Colonel Burke, of the 63d New York, having refilled their cartrid 
boxes, was again ordered forward, and took position in the centre of 
line. The division now occupied one line in close proximity to the enemy, 
who had taken up a@ position in the rear of Piper’s house. Colonel Dwight 
Morris, with the 14th Connecticut and a detachment of the 108th New 
York, of General French’s division, was sent by General French to the 
support ef General Richardson’s division. This command was pow plac- 
ced in an interval in the line betweon Genoral Caldwell’s and the Irish 
brigades. 

The requirements of the extended line of batule had so engaged the ar- 


| tillery that the application of General Hancock for artillery tor the divi. 


sion could not be complied with immediately by the chief of artiliery or 
the corps commanders in his vicinity. Knowing the tried courage of the 
troops, General Hancock felt confident that he could hold bis position, 
although suffering from the enemy’s artillery, but was too weak to at- 
tack, as the great length of the line he was obliged to hoid prevented 
him from form'pg more than one line of battle, and, from his advanced 
position, the line was already partly enfiladed by the batteries of the 
enemy On the right, which were protected from our batteries opposite 
them by the woods at the Dunker church. 

Seeing a body of the enemy advancing on some of our troops to the 
left of his position, General Hancock obtained Hexamer’s battery from 
General Franklin’s corps, which assisted materially in frustrating this 
attack. It also assisted the attack of the 7th Maine, of Franklin’s corps, 
which, without other aid, made an attack against the enemy’s line, and 
drove in skirmishers who were annoying our artillery and troops on tne 
right. Lieutenavt Woodruff, with battery I, 2d artillery, relieved Cap- 
tain Hexamer, whose ammunition was expended, The enemy at one 
time seemed to be about makipg an attack in force upon this part of the 
line, and advanced a long column of infantry towards this division; but 
on nearing the position, Genoral Pleasonton opening on them with sixteen 
guns, they balted, gave a desultory fire, and retreated, closing the oper- 
ations on this portion of the field. I return to the incidents occurring 
still further to the right. 

Between 12 and 1 p. m. General Franklio’s corps arrived on the ficid 
of battle, having left their camp near Crampton’s pass at 6 a. m., leay- 
ing General Couch with orders to move with bis division to occupy Mary- 
jand he‘ghts, General Smith’s division led the column, followed by Gen- 
cral Slocum’s. 

it was irst mtended to keep this corps in reserve on the east side oj 
the Antictam, to operate on either flank or on the centre, as circumstances 
might require; but on nearing Keedysville, the strong opposition on the 
right, developed by the attacks of Hooker and Sumner, rendered it ne- 
cessary at once to send this corps to the assistance of the right wing. 

On nearing the field, hearing that one of our batteries, (A,) 4th 
United States artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Thomas, who oc- 
ition as Lieutenant Woodrufl’s battery in the 
morning, was hotly en without supports, General Smith sent 
two regiments to its relicf from General Hancock’s brigade. On in- 


leaving in our hands some three hundred prisoners and several stand of specting the ground, Gencral Smith ordered the other regiments of 
a 


colors, The enemy having been repulsed by the terrible execution of 
the batteries and the musketry fire on the extreme right, now attempted 
to assist the attack on General French's division by assailing him on his 
right and endeavoring to turn th's flank; but this attack was met and 
checked by the 14th Indiana and 8th Obio voluntecrs, and by canister 
from Captain Tompkins’s battery, Ist Rhode Island artillery. Having 
been under an almost continuous fire for nearly four hours, and the am- 
munition nearly expended, this division now took position immediately 
below the crest of the heights on which they had so gallantly fought, 
the enemy making no attempt to regain their lost ground. 

On the left of General French, General Richardson’s divisionavas hotly 
engaged. Having crossed the Antictam about 9.30 a.m. at the ford 


nceock’s brigade, with Frank’s and Cowen’s batteries, Ist New 
York artillery, to the threatened position. Lieutenant Thomas 


and Captain Cothran, commanding batteries, bravely held their 
—- ci 
sk 


g enemy, handling their batteries with 
Finding the enemy still advancing, the 3d brigade, of Smith’s divi 





gainst the 


sion, commanded by Colonel po, Penneylvania volun 


was ordered up, and passed through Licutenant Thomas’s battery, 


charged upon t - om ad whe tak Rey bg eee until mie 
the Dunker church. As of the came 0 
fn is Rocked the edvance 


the woods it received a destructive fire, which c 


and threw the brigade somewhat into confusion. It formed again 


crossed by the other divisions of Sumner’s corps, it moved on a linc | behind a rise of ground in the open space in advance of the batteries. 
nearly paralicl to the Antictam, and formed in a ravine behind the high General French having rted to General Franklin that his am- 
grounds overlooking Roulette’s house; the 2d (Irish) brigade, command- | munition was nearly expen that o ordcred General Brooks, 
ed by General Meagher, on the right; the 34 brigade, commanded by | with his brigade, to ree him. General Brooks formed his brig- 
General Caldwell, on his left, and the brigade commanded by Colonel | ade on the right of General French, where yom Koper on during the 
Brooks, 53d Pennsylvania — in seeere. As the —— — romeindet of the day and night, frequently the fire of the ene- 
forward to take its position on the fleld, the enemy directed a fire of ar- | m . 

tillery aga’nst it, but owing to the irregularities of the ground did but Ye was soon after the of Colonel Irwin had fallen hack he- 


little damage. 
Meagher’s brigade advancing steadily soon became engaged with the 
enemy posted to the left and in front of Roulctte’s house. It continued 








hind the rise of the 7th order of Colonel Lr- 
win, made the ealant attack already reterred ta 
‘The advance of General Frankiin’s corps was opportune. Theat 
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on this position, but for tho timely arrival of his 
——. have disastrous, it succeeded in piercing the 
line between Generals Sedgwick’s and French's divisions. : 

General Franklin orderet two brigades of General Siocum's divi- 
sion, Generali Newton's and Volonel Torbert’s, to form in column to 
assault the woods that had been so hotly contested before by Gene- 
rales Sumner and Hooker. General ’s brigade was ordered to 
form as a reserve. At this time General Sumner, having command 
on the right, directed further offensive operations to be postponed, 
as the repulee of thia, the only remaining corps available fer attack, 
would peril the safety of the whole =r i 

General Porter's corps, consisting of General Sykes’s division of 

and volunteers and General Morell’s division of voluntecrs, 
occupied a position on the cast side of Antietam creek, upon the 
main turnptko Ieading to Sharpsburg, and directly ——— the cen- 
tre of the enemy's line. This filled the interval between the 
right wing and General Burnside’s command, and guarded the main 
roach from the enemy’s position to our trains of supply. It was 
necessary to watch this part of our line with the utmoet vigilance, 
lest the enemy shou!d take advantage of the firet exhibition of weak- 
nees here to push upon us a vigorous assault, for the purpose of 
ng our centre and turning our rear, as well as to capture or de- 
stroy our supply trains. Once having penetrated this line, the ene- 
my’s passage to our rear could have met with but feeble resistance, 
as there were no reserves to reinforce or close up the gap. 

Towards the middie of the afternoon, proceeding to the right, I 
found that Sumoer’s Hooker's, and Mavsfield’s corps had met with 
serious losses. Several general officers had been carried from the 
field severely wounded, and the aspect of affairs was anything but 
promising. At the risk of greatly exposing our centre, I ordered 
Povo brigades from Porter's corps, the only available troops, to rvim- 
force the right. Six battalions of Sykes’s regulars had been thrown 
forward across the Antictam bridge on the main road to attack and 
drive back the enemy's sharpshooters, who were annoying Pleason- 

ton’s horse batteries in advance of the bridge; Warren's brigade, of 
Porter’s corps, was detached to hold a position on Burnside’s:. |.t 
and rear; eo that Porter was left at one time with only a portion of 
Bykes's division and one smail brigade of Morell’s division (but little 
over three thousand men) to hold bis important position. 

Sumner expressed the most decided opinion against an- 
other attempt during that day to assault the enemy’s position in 
front, as portions of our troops were so much scattered and demoral- 
ized. In view of these circumstances, after making changes in the 

tion of some of the troops, I directed the different commanders 

hold their positions, ani being eatistied that this could be done 

without the assistance of the a4 —— = centre, I coun- 
serman the order, which was in course of execution. 

omy Slocum’s division replaced a portion of General Sumner’s 
troops, and positions were selected for batteries in front of the woods. 
The enemy opened several heavy fires of artillery on the position of 
our troops after this, but our batteries soon silenced them. 

On the morning of the 17th General Pleasonton, with his cavalry 
@ivision and the ) bl batteries, under Captains Robertson, a, 
and Lieutenant Haines, of the 2d artillery, and Captain Gibson, 3 
artillery, was ordered to advance on the turnpike towards Sharps- 

rg, across bridge No. 2, and support the left of General Sumuer’s 
ihe The bridge being covered by a fire of artillery and sha ehoot- 
era, cavalry skirmishers were thrown out, and Captain Tidball’s bat- 

advanced by piece and drove off the sharpshooters with canister 
sodiciently to establish the batteries above mentioned, which opencd 
on the enemy with effect. ‘The firing was kept up for about two 
hours, when, the cnemy’s fire slackening, the batteries were relieved 
by Randali’s and Van Reed’s batteries, United States artillery. 
bout 3 o'clock Tidball, Robertson, and Haines returned to their po- 
sitions on the west of Antictam, Captain Gibson having been placed 
in position on the east side to guard the approaches to the bridge. 
Those batterica did good service, concentrating their fire on the col- 
umn of the enemy about to attack General Hancock's position, and 
compelling it to find shelter behind the hills in rear. 

General Bykes’s division had been in position since the 15th, ex- 

osed to the enemy’s artillery and sharpshooters. General Morell 

come up on the 16th, and relieved General Richardson on the 
right of General Sykee, Continually, under the vigilant watch of the 
enemy, this corps cuarded a vital point. 

The position if The batteries under General Pleasonton being one 
of great exposure, the battalion of the 2d and 10th United States in- 
fantry, under Captain Pollard, 2d infantry, was sent to his support. 
Bubeequently four battalions of regular iufantry, under Captain Dry- 
er, 4th infaniry, were sent across to assist in driving olf the sharp- 

of the enemy. 

The battalion of the 2d and 10th infantry, advancing far beyond 
the batteries, compelled the cannoneers of a battery of the enerny to 
abandon their guns. Few in numbers, and unsupported, they were 
anabdle to bring them off. The heavy loss of this small body of men 
attests their gallantry. 

The treope of General Barneide held the left of the line opposite 
bridge No. 3. The attack on the right was to have been supported 
by an attack on the left. Preparatory to this attack, on the evening 
of the 16th, General Burnside’s corps \ ee forward and to the 

and took up a ition nearer the bridge. 
eT visited General’ Burnside’s position on the 16th, and after point- 
ing out to him the proper dispositions to be made of his troops dur- 
fng the day and night, informed him that he would probably be re- 
quired to attack the enemy’s right on the following morning, and di- 
reoted him to make careful reconnoissances. 

General Burnside’s corps, consisting of the divisions of Generals 
Cox, Wilcox, Rodman, and Sturgis, was posted as follows: Colonel 
Brooke's brigade, Cox’s division, on the right, General Sturgis’s divi- 
sion immediately in rear. On the left was General Rodman’s divi- 
elon, with General Scammon’s brigade, Cox’s division, in support. 

General Wilcox's division was held in reserve. 

corps bivouacked in position on the night of the 16th. 

Eariy on the morning of the 17th I ordered General Burnside to 
form his troops, anc hold them in readiness to assault the bridge in 
his front, and to await further orders, 

At 8 o’clock an order was sent to him by Lientenant Wileon, topo- 

hical cngincers, to carry the —_ then to gain possession of 
fhe ights beyond, aud to advance along thetr crest upon Sbharps- 
Darg and its rear. 

After some time had elapsed, not hearing from him, I despatched 
an ald to ascertain what had been done. ‘The aid returned with the 
information that but little progress hal been made. I then sent him 
Yack with an order to General Burnside to assault the bridge at 
once, and carry it at all hazards. The aid returned to me a second 
time with the report that the bridge was still in the possession of the 

+ Whereupon I directed Colonel Sackett, inspector general, 

to deliver to General Burnside my positive order to push torward 
without a moment’s delay, and, if necessary, to carry the 

at the point of the bayonet} and I ordered Colonel Sackett to 

im with General Barnside and sce that the order was execuicd 

Aner these three hours’ delay, the bridge was carried at one o'clock 
by a brilliant charge of the 51st New York and 51st Penneylvania vol- 
unteers. Other troops were then thrown over, and the opposite 
dank occupied, the enemy retreating to the heights beyond. 

A halt was then made by General Burnside’s advance until 3 p. m., 
upon hearing which, I directed one of my aids, Colonel Key, to in- 
form General Burnside that I desired him to push forward his troops 
with the utmost vigor, and carry the enemy’s position on the heights; 

the movement was vital to our success; that this was a time 
when we must not stop for loss of life, ifa great object could there- 
by be accomplished. That if, in his judgment, his attack would fail, 
to inform me so at once, that his troops might be withdrawn and 
ueed elsewhere on the field. 
and would go up the hill as far asa battery of the enemy on 
the wouid permit. n this report, I again immediately sent 
Oolonel Key to General Burnside with orders to advance at once, if 
ible to flank the battery, or storm it and carry the heights; re- 
peating that if he considered the movement impracticable, to inform 
me 60, that his troops might be recalled. ‘The advance was then gal- 
lantly resumed, the enemy driven from the guns, the heights hand- 
y carried, and a portion of the troops even reached the out- 
skirts of Sharpsburg. By this time it was nearly dark, and strong 
reinforcements just then reaching the enemy from Harper's Ferry, 
attacked General Burnside’s troops on their left flank, and fuiced 
them to retire to a lower line of hills neaer the bridge. 

If this ea movement had been consummated two hours 
earlier, 8 position would have been eccured upon the heights, from 
which our baiteries might have enfladed the greater part of the ene- 
my’s line, and turned their right and rear, our victory might thus 
have been much more decisive. 

The following is the substance of Gencral Burnside’s operations as 
given in tee “ an oe : we 

Colonel Crook’s brigade was ordered to storm bridge. 

stone structure of three arches with stone para- 
The banks of the stream on the opposite side gue poutipSone, 
command the eastern approaches to the bridge. bill- 


; 





BF 


Ike replied that he would soon ad- . 
on . | atlacked agin that morning he would not be able to make a very vigor- 


side, Seen ty Ge bridge, was a stone fence running Hel 
to the stream; turns of the roadway, as it wound up the hill, 
were covered by rifle-pits and breastworks of rails, &c. These 
works, and the woods that covered the slopes, were filled with the 
enemy’s riflemen, and batteries were im position to enfilade the bridge 
and its approaches. 

General Rodman was ordered to cross the ford below the bridge. 
— Colonel Crook’s position it was found impossible to cariy the 


ge. 

General Sturgis was ordered to make a detail from his division for 
that pu . ife sent forward the 24 Maryland and the 6th New 
Hampshire. These regiments made several successive attacks in 
the most gallant style, but were driven back. 

The artillery on the left were ordered to concentrate their fire on 
the woods above the bridge. Colonel Crook brought a section of 
Captain Simmons’s battery to a ition to command the bridge. 
The Slst New York and 5lst Pennsylvania were then ordered to 
assault the bridge. Taking advantage of a small spur of the hills 
which ran parallel to the river, they moved towards the bridge. From 
: eee ot this spur they rushed with bayonets fixed and cleared the 

ge. 

The division followed the storming party, also the brigade of Colo- 
nel Crook’s as a support. The enemy withdrew to still higher 
ground, some five or six hundred yards» beyond, and opened a fire of 
artillery on the troops in the new position on the crest of the hill 
above the bridge. 

General Rodman’s division succeeded in crossing the ford after a 
sharp fire of musketry and artillery, and joined on the left of Sturgis, 
Scammon’s brigade crossing as support. General Wilcox’s division 
was ordered across to take position on General Sturgie’s right. 
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ag 4 division of new troops, in their anxiety to participate in the bat- 
tle which was when they received the order to march from Fred. 
erick at about half-pact three p.m. on the 17th, pressed forward during 
the entire night, and the mags of the division reached the army during 
the following mornirg. Having marched more than twenty three miles 
after hali-past four o’clock on the preceding afternoon, they were, of 
course, greatly exhausted, and needed rest and refreshment, Large re. 
inforcements expected from Pennsylvania never arrived. During the 
18th orcers were given for a renewal of the attack at daylight on the 


19th. 

On the night of the 18th the enemy, after passing troops in the latter 
part of the day from the Virginia shore to their position behind Sharpe- 
burg, as seen by our officers, suddenly formed the design of abandon- 
ing their position, and retreating across the river. As their line was but 
a short distance from the river, the evacuation presented but little diffi- 
culty, and was effected before daylight. 

About 2,700 of the cnemy’s dead were, under the direction of Major 
Davis, assistant inspector general. counted and buried upon the battie- 
field of Antictam. A portion of their dead bad been previous!y buried 
by the enemy. This is conclusive evidence that the enemy sustained 
much greater loss than we. 

Thirteen guns, thirty-nine colors, upwards of fifteen thoveand stand 
of small arms, and more than six thousand prisoners, were the trophies 
which attest the success of our army in the battles of South Mountain, 
Crampton s Gap, and Antietam. 

Not a single gun or color was lost by our army during these battles. 


Tabular report of casualties in the Army of the Potomac, in the 
battle of Antietam, on the 16th and 17th of September, 1862. 





These dispositions being completed about 3 o’clock, the cc 
moved forward, except Stnrgis’s division, left in reserve. Clark’s 
and Darell’s batteries accompanied Rodman’s division ; Cook’s bat- 
pwd with Wilcox’s division, anda section of Simmons’s battery with 
Colonel Crook's brigade. A section of Simmone’s battery and Mul- 
lenburgh’s and McMullan’s batteries were in position. “The order 
for the advance was obeyed by the troops with alacrity. General 
Wilcox’s division, with Crook in support, moved up on both sides of 
the turnpike leading from the bridge to Sharpsburg, General Rod- 
man’s division. supported by Scammon’s brigade, on the left of Gen- 
eral Wilcox. The enemy retreated before the advance of the troops. 
The 9th New York, of General Rodman’s division, captured one of 
the enemy’s batteries and held it for some time. As the command 
was driving the encmy to the main heights on the left of the town, 
the light division of General A. P. Hill arrived upon the field of bat- 
tle from Harper’s Ferry, and with a heavy artillery tire made a strong 
attack on the extreme left. ‘Yo mect this attack the left division di- 
verged from the line of march intended, and opened a gap between 
it and tbe right. To fill up this it was necessary to order the 
troops from the second line. During these movements General Rod- 
man was mortally wounded. Colonel Hariand’s brigade, of General 
Rodman’s division, was driven back. Colonel Scammon’s brigade, 
by a change of front to rear on his right flank, saved the left from 
being driven completely in. The fresh troops of the enemy pouring 
in, and the accumulation of artillery against this command, destroy- 
ed all hope of its being able toaccomplish anything more. 

It was now nearly dark. General Sturgis was ordered forward to 
support the left. Notwithstanding the hard work in the earl part 
of the day, his division moved forward with spirit. With its as- 
sistance the enemy were checked and held at bay. 

The command was ordered to fall back by General Cox, who 
commanded on the field the troops engaged in this affair beyond the 
Antietam. The artillery had been well served during the day. Night 
closed the long and desperately contested battle of the 17th. Nearly 
two hundred thousand men and tive hundred pieces ofartillery wee 
for fourteen hours engaged in this memorable battle. We had at- 
tacked the enemy in a position selected by the experienced engincer 
then in person directing their operations. Wehad driven them from 
their line on one flank, and secured a footing within it on the other 
The army of the Potomac, notwithstanding the moral effect incident 
to previous reverses, had achieved a victory over an adversary in- 
vested with the prestige of recent success. Our soldiers siept that 
night conquerors on 4 field won by their valor aud covered with the 
dead and wounded of the on 

The night, however, brought with it grave responeibilitics. 
Whether to renew the attack on the 18th, or to defer it, even with 
the risk of the enemy’s retirement, was the question before me. 
After a night of anxious deliberation and a full and careful survey 
of the situation and condition of our army, the strength and position 
of the enemy, I concluded that the success of an attack on the 18th 
was not certain. I am aware of the fact that, under ordinary circum- 
stances, a general is expected to risk a battic if he has a reasonable 
prospect of succces ; but at this critical juncture I shoul2 have had 
a narrow view of the condition of the country had I been willing to 
hazard another battle with less than an absolute assurance of suc- 
cess. At that moment—Virginia lost, Washington menaced, Mary- 
land invaded—the national cause could afford no risks of defeat. 
One battle lost, and almost all would have been lost. Lee’s army might 
then have marched as it pleased on Washington, Baltimore, Phila- 
delphia, or New York. It could have levied its supplies from a fer- 
tile and undevastated eountry ; extorted tribate from wealihy and 
populous cilics ; and nowhere cast of the Alleghanics was there 
another organizea foree able to arrest its march. 

The following are among the considerations which 1¢@ me to doubt 
the certainty of success iu attacking before the 19th: 

The troops were greatly overcome by the fatigue and exhauetion 
attendant upon the long continued and severely contested battle of 
the 17th, together with the long day and night marches to which 
they had been subjected during the previous three days. 

‘The supply trains were in the rear, and many of the troops had 
evflered from hunger. They required rest and refreshment. 

One division of Sumner’s and all of Hoker’s corps, on tli right, 
had, after tigh'ing most valiantly for eeverai hours, been overpowered 
by numbers, driven back in great disorder, and much ecattered, so 
that they were for the time somewhat demoralized. 

In Hooker's corps, according to the return made by General 
Meade, commanding, there were but 6,729 men present on the 18th ; 
whereas, on the morning of the 22d, there were 13,093 men present 
for duty in the same corps, showing that previous to and during the 
battle 6,564 men were separated from their command. 

Gencral Mende, in an official communication upon this subject, 
dated September 18, 1862, says : 

“ T enclose a field return ot the corps made this afternoon, which I 
desire you will lay before the commanding general. 1 am satisfied 
the great reduction in the corps since the recent engagements is not 
duc solely to the casualtics of battle, and that a considerable num- 
ber of men are still in the rear, some having dropped out on the march, 
and many dispersing and leaving yesterday during the fight. 1 think 
the cfliciency of the corps, 80 far asit goes, good. ‘To resist an at- 
tack in our present strong position I think they may be depended on, 
and I hope they will perfurm duty in case we make an attack, though 
Ido not think their morale is as good for an offensive as a defen- 
sive movement.” 

One division of Sumner’s corps had also been overpowered, and 
was a good deal scattered and demoralized. It was not dceemea by 
its corps commander in proper condition to attack the enemy vigo- 
rously the next day. 

Some of the new troops on the left, although many of them fought 
well during the battle, atid are entitled to great credit, were, at the close 
of the action, driven back, and their moraie impaired. 

Ona the morning of the 18th, General Burnside requested me to send 
him another division to assist ia holding his position on the other side of 
the Antietam, and to enable him to withdraw bis corps if he should be 
attacked by a superior force. He gave me the impression that if he were 


ous resistance. I visited his position early, determined to send Genera! 
Mo) cll’s Givision to bis aid, and directed that it should be placed on this 
side of the Antictam, in order that it might cover the retreat of his own 
corps from the ether site ot the Antictam, should that become neces- 
sary, at the same time it was in position to reinforce our centre or right, 
if that were needed, 
Late in the afternoon T found that, although he had not been attacked, 
General Bornside had withdrawn his own corps to this sive ¢f the Antic- 
tam, and seat over Morel!’s division alone to hold the opposite side. 
A large number of our heaviest and most efficient batteries had con- 
sumed all their ammunition on the 16th and 17th, aad it was impossibie 
to supply them until late on the following day. 

Supphes of provisions and f .rage bad to be brought up and issued, and 
infantry ammunition distributed, 
Fina‘ly, reinfor to the ber of 14,000 men—to say nothing 
of troops expected from Peonsylvania—had not arrived, but were ex- 
pected during the dar, 
The 18th was, therefore, spent in collecting the dispersed, giving rest 
to the fatigued, removing the wounded, burying the dead, ond the neces- 
sary preparations for a renewal of the battic. 
Of the reiaforcemenis, Couch’s diy marching with commendable 
rapidity, came up into position ata late hour in the morning. Bum- 
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ip near Sha urg, Septen a 

Official. — 8. WILLTAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

An estimate of the forces under the Confederate General Lee, made 

up by direction of General Banks, from information obtained by the 


examination of prisoners, deserters, spies, &c., previous to the battle 
of Antietam, is as follows: 





General J. J. Jackson's corps............0..s« enbtndossend 24.778 men. 
General James [.ongstreet’s corps...........++ eececcccees 2342 ** 
General D. H. Hill's 2d division. ...........cccccseseeecsees 15,525 “* 
General J, E. B. Stuart, CAVAIPY. «sees eeeeeeeeeese eoences -- 6400 * 
General Ransom’s and Jenkins’ brigade......... coecececee 3.000 “ 
Forty-six regiments not included in above... 18,400 “* 
Artillery, estimated at 400 guns......°°°***....... eoccccecs 6.000 * 
Dated .ccccccccccccessce acesen oe + dhinsiannnnonaeneid 97, 
These estimates give the actual number of men present and fit for 


duty. 
Our own forces at the battle of Antietam were as follows: 
2 










Di cuchipenenaetaddbensssstnascabthenaeseseumionssnn 14,256 men. 
BOOSES. ..0cceres --- 18,813 ** 
Sih corps (one division not arrived) 12.9380 * 
€th corps...... 2,700 * 
Mh corps sig“ 
12th corps. . 126 
Cavairy division............. Setebsasercesseccscousence oocce 4D ® 
Total In Actlon....ccccccccccseccees ecesccasscossccoes 87,104 


Whea our cavalry advance reached the river on the morning of the 
19th, it was discovered that nearly all the enemy’s forces had crossed 
into Virginia during the night, their rear escaping under cover of cight 
batteries, placed in strong positions upon tbe elevated bluffs on the op- 
posite bank. General Vorter, commanding the 5th corps, orJcred a de- 
tacbment trom Griffin’s and Barnes’s brigades, under General Griffin, to 
cross the river at dark, and carry the enemy’s batteries. This was gal 
lantly cone under the fire of the enemy ; several guns, caissons, &o., 
were taken, and their supports driven back half a mile. 
The information obtained during the progrees of this affair indicated 
that the mass of the enemy had retreated on the Charlestown and Mar- 
tinsburg roads, towards Winchester. To verify this, and to ascertain 
how far the enemy had retired, General Poricr was authorized to detach 
from his corps, on the morning of the 20th, a reconnoitring party in 
greater force. Tois detachment crcszed the river, and advanced about a 
mile, when it was attacked by a large body of the enemy lying in am- 
bush in the woods, and driven back across the river with considerab’e 
loss. This reconnoissance showed that the enemy was still in force on 
the Virginia bank of the Potomac, prepared to resist our further ad- 
vance. 
It was reported to me on the 19th that General Stuart bad made his 
appearance at Williamsport with some four thousand cavalry and six 
pieces of artiiery, and that ten thoueand infantry were marching on the 
same poiut from the direction of Winchester. I ordered General Conch 
to march at once with bis division, and a part of Pleasonton’s cavsiry, 
with Franklin’s corps, within supporting distance, for the purpose of en- 
deavoring to capture this force. General Couch made a prompt and 
rapid march to Williamsport, and attacked the encmy vigorously, but 
they made their escape across the river. 
I dispatched the foliowing telegraphic report to the general-in-chief : 
HEADQUARTERS ARNY OF THE Potomac, 
Sharpsburg, September 19, 1862. 
T have the honor to report that Mar;lan‘ is entirely freed frum the presence 
of the enemy, who has been criven across the Potomac. No fears need now 
be entertained for the safety of Pennsylvania. I shall at once occupy Har- 


per’s Ferry. 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Maj.-Gen. Com. 
Maj.-Gen. 1. W. Hatrecr, Com. U.S. Army. 
Qa the following day Lieccived this telegram: 
Wasuinoton, September 20, 1862—2 p. m. 
We are siill left entirely in the dark iv regard to your own movements and 
those of theenemy. This should not beso. You should keep me advised of 
both, so far as you know them. 
Hi. .W MALLECE, General-in-Chig. 
Major-General McCiettan. 
To which | answered as fol'ows : 
Heapquarters Any OF THE Potomac, 
Near Sharpeurg. Syeuter 20, 1862—8 p. m. 
Yonr telegram of to-day is recived. Itelegraphed you yesterday all fizew, 
and had nothing more to inferm you of until this eveuing. Williams's corps 
(Bank's) occupied Maryland heights at 1 p.m. to-day. The rest of the army is 
near here, except Couch’s division, which is at this moment engaged wilh the 
enemy in front of Williamsport ; the encmy is retiring, ria Charlestown and¢ 
nsburg, on Winchester. He last night re-nccupied Williamsport by 2 
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gmail force, but will be out of it by morning. T think he has a force of infan- 
try pear Shephardstown. 

4 And it necessary to conch every dispatch I have the honor 
pe . : ~~ from you ia a spirit of fault-inding, and that you have not yet found 
leisure to say one word io commendation of the recent achievements of 


am llude to them. 
I _ OF eratsined from giving the number of guns, colors, small_arms, 
FeAl be abe give leat an approximaue naiement 
ing to be able ive at least an approxim: é 
y to morrow evening 0 ie Oe. McULEI.1.A N, Major-General Commanding. 
Major-General Hatteck, General-in-Chicf, Washington. 
On the same day I telegraphed as follows: dais 
'OTOMAC, 
Heapquarters ARMY OF THE OTOM AS, 1862 


el army, now on the Virginia side of the Potomac, must in a great 
me - be dependent for suppli of ition and provisions upon ich 
mend, 1 would respectfully suggest that General Banks be directed to sen 

out a cavairy torce to cut their supply icati pp Washington. 
This w. usly embarrass their operations, and wii aid this army ma- 


— G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 
Moe}.-Gen. H. W. Hatteck, Com. U.S. Army. ' 
Maryland heights were occupied by General Williams’? corps on this 

day, aad on the 22d General Sumner took possession of Harper's Ferry 

Jt will be remembered that at the time I was assigned to the command 
of wie forces for the defence of the national capital, on the 2d day of 
Septem ver, 1862,the greater part ofall the avai able troops were suffering 
ander the uisheartening influences of the serious defeat they had en- 
countered during the brief and unfortunate campaign of General Pope. 
Yhelr aumbers were greatly reduced by casualties, their con fidence w as 
much shaken, and they had lost something of that ‘‘esprit du corps, 
wich 18 indispensable to the efliciency of an army. Mor cage had 
left oehind, lost, or worn out, the greatest part of their clothing and 
camp equipage, a — renewal before they could bein proper 

dition to take the field again. 

“rhe intelligence that the enemy was crossing the Potomac into Mary- 

land was received in Washington on the 4th of September, and thearmy 

of the Potomac was again put in motion, under my direction, on the fol- 
lowing day, so that but . — brief interval of time was allowed to re- 
aniz2 or procure supplies. 

e sungunery battles of South Mountain and Antictam fought by this 
army 2 few days afrerwards, with the reconnoissances immediately fol- 
lowing, resulted in a loss to us of ten gencral officers, many regimental 
and company officers, and a large number of enlisted men, amountng 
in the aggregate to fifteen thousand two hundred and twenty (15,220). 
Ywo army corps had been sadly cut up, scattered, aud somewhat de- 
moratized in the action on the 17th. 

In General Sumner's corps alone forty-one (41) commissioned officers 
and eight hundred and nineteen (819) enlisted men had been killed ; four 
(4) general officers, eighty-nine (89) other commissioned Officers, and 
three thousand seven hundred and eight (3,708) enlisted men had been 
wounded, besides five hundred and forty-eight (548) missing ; making 
he aggrogarte loss in this splendid veteran corps, in this one battle, five 
thousand two hundred and nine (5,209). 

In General Hookor’s corps, the casualties of tie same engagement 
amounted to two thousand six hundred and nineteen (2,619). 

fhe entire army had been greatly exhausted by unavcidble over- 
work, fatiguing marches, hunger, and want of sleep and rest, previous 
to the last battle, ’ 

When the enemy recrossed the Potomac into Virginia the means of 
transportation at my disposal were inadequate to furnish a single day’s 
supply of subsistecce in advance. 

Maay of the troops were new levies, some of whom had fought like 
veterans, but the morale of others had been a good deal impaired in 
those severely contested actions, and they required time to recover as 
well as to acquire the necessary drill and discipline. 

Under these circumstances 1 did not feel authorized to cross the river 
with the main army over a very deep and difficult ford in pursuit of the 
retreating enemy, known to be ia sirong force on the south bank, and 
thereby place that stream, which was liable at any time to rise above a 
fording stage, betwecn my army and its base of supply. 

I telegraphed on the 22d to the general-in-chiefas follows : 

* As svon a3 the exigencies of the service will admit of it, this army 
should be reorganized. It is absolutely necessary to secure its efficien- 
cy, that the old skeleton regiments should be filled up at once, and offl- 
cers appointed to supply the numerous existing vacancios. There are 
instances waere captains are commanding regiments, and companies are 
without a single commissionea officer.’ 

Qn the 22: the following was telegraphed to the general-in-chief : 

Heapquartens ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
Near Shepardown, September 23, 1862~—9.20 a. m. 

From several different sources I learn that General R. E. Lee is still oppo- 
site to my positon at Leestown, between Shephardstown and Martinsburg, and 
that General Jackson is on the Opequan creek, about three miles above its 
mouih, both with large forces. There are also indications of heavy reinforce- 
ments moving towardsthem from Winchester and Charlestown. 1 have there- 
fere ordered Genera! Franklin to take position with his corps at the cross- 
roids about one mile northeast of Bakersville, oa the Bakersville 
Hamsport road, and General Couch to establish his division near Downsville, 
leaving sufficient force at Williamsport to watch and guard the ford at that 
place. The fact of the enemy’s remaining so long in our front, and the indi- 
eations of an advance of reinforcement 2em to indicate that he will give us 
anuiber battle with all! bis available 
As I mentioned to you before, our ny has been very much reduced by 
easual n the recent battles, and in my Judgment all the reinforcements of 
od tr that can possibly be dispensed with around Washington and other 
places should be instantly pushed forward by rail to this army. A defeat at 
this juncture would be runious to our cause. Icannot think it possible that 
the enemy will bring any forces to bear upon Washington tll after the question 
is decided bere ; but if he should, troops can soon be sent back from this army 
by rail to reinforce the garrison there. 

The evidence I have that reinforcements are coming to the rebel army con- 
s'3.s ia the fact that long columns of dust exiending from Winchester to Uhar- 
lea‘own aad from Charlestown in this direction, and also troops moving this 
way, were seen lastevening. This iscorroborated by citizens. General Sum- 
Ber with his corps and_William’s (ank's) occupies Harper’s Ferry and the 
Sirrounding heights. I think he will be able to hold his position till reinforce- 


meats arrive. 
d G. BB. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 
Major-General Hatiece, General in-Cricf, Washington. 
Oa the 27th I made the following report: 


HeaDQuakters ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
September 27, 1862~—10 a. m. 

All the information in my ptasession goes to prove that the main body of the 
enemy is concentrated not far from Martius»urg, with some troops at Chariles- 
town ; not mavy in Winchester. ‘heir movementsof late have been an exten- 
siow towards uur right ard beyond it. ‘they are receiving reinforcements in 
Wiachester, mainly, I think, of couscripts—perhaps entirely so. 

This army is not now in condition to undertake another campatgn, nor to 
eriag on another battle, unless g advantages are offered by some mistake 
of we enemy, or pressing military exigencies render it necessary. We are 
greatly dedcient in officers. Many of the old regiments are reduced to mere 
skeletons. The new regiments need instruction. Nota day shouid be lost in 
Ging the old regiments—our main dependence—and in supplying vacancies 
among the oilicers by promotion. 

My — purpose is to hold the army about as It is now, rendering Har- 
per's Ferry secure and watching the river closely, intending to attack the ene- 
my should he attempt to cross to this side. 

Our possession of Harper's Ferry gives us the great advantage of a secure 
debouche, but we cannot avail ourselves of it until the railroad bridge {s fin- 
ished: because we cannot otherwise supply a greater number of troops than 
we now have on the Virginia side at that point. When the river rises so that 
the enemy cannot cross in force, I purpose concentrating the army somewhere 
pear Harper's Ferry, and then acting according to circumstances, viz: mov- 
ing on Winchester, if from the position and uttitnde of the enemy we are like- 
ly to gain @ great advantage by doing so, or else deveting a reasonable time 
W the organ: zation of the army ard instruction of the new troops, preparatory 
to an advance on whatever line may be determined. In any event, regard 
& absolutely necessary to send new regiments at once to the old corps, for pur- 
poses of instruction, and that the old regiments be filled at once. +} have no 
fears as to an attack on Washington by the line of Manassas. Holding Har- 
per’e Ferry as I do, they will not run the risk of an attack on their flank and 

ar while they have the garrison of Washington in their front. 

I rather apprehend a renewal of the attemptin Maryland should the river 
nain low for a great length of time, and should they receive considerable 
a‘idition to their force. I would be glad to have Peck’s division as soon as pos- 
Tam surprised that Sigel’s men should have been sent to Western 
cinia without my knowledge. The last ‘heard from you on the subject 
was that they were at my disposition, In the last batties ihe enemy was un- 
doultedly greatly superior to us in number, and it was only by very hard 
¢ that we gained the advantage we did. As it was, the resuit at one 
was very doubtful, and we had all we could doto win the day. If the 
receives considerable reinforcements and we none, it is possible that I 
ive too much on my hands in the nem battle. My own view of the prop- 
' puiicy to be pursued is to retain in Waslungton merely the force necessary 
ts earrison it, and to send everything else available to reinforce this army. 
ihe railways give us the means of promptly reinforcing Washington should it 
tecome necessary. If 1am reinforced, as [ ask, and am allowed to take my 
Own course, I will hold myself responsible for the safty of Washington. Sey- 
erai persons recently from Richmond say thai there are no troops there ex- 
cept conscripts, and they few in number. I hope to give you details as to 
Late batiles by this evening. I am about starting again fur Harper's Ferry. 
7 G. B. MCULELLAN, Major-Gene al Commanding, 
Maj.Gen. Hattece, General-in-Chie/, Washington. 


The work of reorganizing, drilling, and supplying the army, I began 
at the earl The different corps vere stationed along the 





































































Hest moment. 
river in the best positions to cover and guard the fords. Tho great ex- 
sont OG the river front from near Washi. gton to Cumberland (some one 
aundred and fifty miles), together with the line of the Baltimore and 


$s), 






Ohio Railroad, was io be cares ully watched and guarded, to prevent, if 





possible, the enemy’s raids. Reconnoissances upon the Virginia side of 
the river, for the purpose of learning the enemy’s positions and move- 
ments, were made frequently, so that our cavalry, which, from the 
time we left Washington, had performed the most laborious service, and 
had from the commencement been deficient in numbers, was found to- 
tally inadequate to the requirements of the army. 

This overwork had broken down the greater part of the horses ; dis- 
ease had appeared among them, and buta very small portion of our 
original cavalry force was fit for service. 

Te such an extent had this arm become reduced, that when General 
Stuart made his raid into Pennsylvania, on the llth of October, with 
two thousand men, I could only mount eight hundred men to foilow him. 

Harper’s Ferry was occupied on the 22d, and in order to preventa 
catastrophe similar to the one which had happened to Colonel Miles, I 
immediately ordered Maryland, Bolivar, and Loudon heights to be 
strongly fortified. This was done as far as the time and means at our 
disposal permitted. 

The main army of the enemy, during this time, remained in the vi- 
cinity of Martinsburg and Bunker hill, and occupied itself in drafting 
and coercing every able-bodied citizen into the ranks, forcibly taking 
their property, where it was not voluntarily offered, burning bridges, 
and destroying railroads. 

On the first day of October, his Excellency the President honored the 
army of the Potomac with a visit, and remained several days, during 
which he went through the different encampments, reviewed the troops, 
and went over tho battle-ficlds of South Mountain and Antietam. I had 
the opportunity, during this visit, to describe to him the operations of 
the army since the time it ieft Washington, and gave him my reasons 
for not following the enemy after he crossed the Potomac. 

On the Sth of October, the division of General Cox (about 5,000 men) 
was ordered from my command to Western Virginia. 

On the 7th of October I received the following telegram : 

Wasninaton, D. C., October 6, 1862. 

I am instructed to telegraph you as follows: The President directs that you 
cross the Potomac and give battle to the enemy, or drive him south. Your 
army must move now, while the roads are gooi. If you cross the river be- 
tween the enemy and Washirgton, and cover the latter by your operation, you 
can be reinforced with 30,000 men. If you move up the valley of the Shenan- 
doah, not more than 12,000 or 15,000 can besent to you. The President advises 
the interior line between Washington and the enemy, but does not order it. He 
is very desirous that your army move as soon as possible. You will immedi- 
ately report what line you adopt, and when you intend to cross the river; also 
to what point the reinforcements are to be sent. It is necessary that the plan 
of your operations be positively determined on, before orders are given for 
building bridges and repairing railroads. I am directed to add, thatthe Secre- 
tary of War and the general-in-chief fully concur with the Presideut in these 


iustructions. 
H. W. IALLECK, General-in-Chief, 
Major-General McCLeLian. 


At this timo General Averill, with the greater part of our efficient 
cavalry, was in the vicinity of Cumberland, and General Kelly, the com- 
manding officer, had that day reported that a large force of the enemy 
was advancing on Colonel Campbell, at Si. John’s River. This obliged 
me to order General Averill to proceed with his force to the support of 
Colonel Campbell, which delayed his return to the army forseveral days. 

On the 10th of October Stuart crossed the river at MicCoy’s Ferry with 
2,000 cavalry and a battery of horse @rtillery, on his raid into Maryland 
and Pennsylvania, making it necessary to use all our cavalry against 
him This exhausting service completely broke down nearly all of our 
cavalry horses, and rendered a remount absolutely indispensable before 
we could advance on the enemy. 

The following were the dispositions of troops made by me to defeat 
the purposcs of this raid, 

General Averill, then at Green Springs, on the upper Potomac, was 
ordered to move rapidly down upon the north sie of the river, with all 
his disposable cavalry, using every exertion to get upon the trai! of the 
enemy, and follow it up vigorousiy. 

General Pleasonton, with the remaining cavalry force, was ordered to 
take the road by Cayctown, Harman’s gap, and Mechanicsville, and cut 
off the retreat of the encmy should he make for any of ‘he fords below 
the position of the mainarmy. His orders were to pursue them with the 
utmost rapidity, not to spare his men or horses, and to destroy or cap- 
ture them if possible. 

General Crook, at that time commanding Cox’s division, at Hancock, 
en route for Western Virginia, was ordered to halt, place his men in 
cars, and remain in readiness to move to any point above should the 
enemy return in that direction, keeping his scouts weil out on all the 
roads leading from the direction of Chambersburg to the upper Potomac. 

The other commanders between Hancock and Harper’s Ferry were 
instructed to keep a vigilant watch upon all the roads and fords so as to 
prevent the escape of the rebels within these !imits. 

General Burnside was ordered to send two brigades to the Monoc cy 
crossing, there to remain in cars, with steam up, ready to move to any 
point on the railroad to which Stuart might be « r, While Colonel 

Rush, at Frederick, was directed to keep his lancers scouting on the ap- 
proaches from Chambersburg, s0 as to give timely notice to the com- 
mander of the two brigades at the Monocacy crossing 

Genera! Stoneinan, whose headquarters were then at Poolsville, ocen- 
pying with his division the different furds on the river below the mouth 
of the Monocacy, was directed to keep his cavalry well out on the ap 
proaches from the direction of Frederick, so as to give him time io mass 
his troops at any point where the enemy might attemt to cross the 
Potomac in his viciuity. He was informed of General Picasonton’s move- 
ments. 
















with Colonel Ingalis, the chief quartermaster, who believed that th 
necessary articles could be supplied in about three days. Orders were 
immediately issued to the different commanders who had not already 
Sent in their requisitions, to do so at once, and all the necessary steps 
were forthwith taken by me to insure a prompt delivery of the sup- 
plics. The requisitions were forwarded to the proper department at 
Washington, and I expected that the articles would reach our depots 
during the three days specified ; but day after day elapsed, and only a 
small portion of the clothing arrived. Corps commanders, upon re- 
ceiving notice from the quartermasters that they might expect to re- 
ceive their supplies at certain dates, sent the trains for them, which, 
after waiting, were compelled to return empty. Several instances 0c- 
curred where these trains went back and forth from the camps to thi 
depots as often as four or five different times, without receiving theit 
supplies, and I was informed by one corps commander that his wagon 
train bad traveled over one hundred and fifty miles, to and from the 
depots, before he succeeded in obtaining hisclothing. ' 

The corps of General Franklin did not get its clothing until after it 
had crossed the Potomac, and was moving into Virginia. General Rey- 
nold’s corps was delayed a day at Berlin, to complete its Supplies, and 
sana Porter only completed his on reaching the vicinity of Harper's 

erry. : 

I made every €xertion in my power,and my quartermasters did the 
same, to have these supplies hurried forward rapid! ; and I was repeat- 
edly told that they bad tilled the reuisitions at Washington, and that the 
supplics had been forwarded. But they did not come to us, and of 
course were inaccessible to thearmy. I did not fail to make frequent 
representations of this condition of things to the gencral-in.chief, anc it 
appears that he referred the matter to the Quartermaster-Genera!, whe 


constantly replied that the supplies had been promptly ordered. Nut- 
withstanding this, they did not reach our depgts. 
The following extracts are from telegrams ol this subject : 
TleaDQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Porox:c, 
7 Fi October 11, 1862—9 a, m, 
oe ° * t * * 


* * 
We have been making every effort to get supplies of clothing for this arm: 
and Colonel Ingalls has received advices that ik has been for warded by r 
road ; but, owing to bad management on the roads, or from some other cause, 
it comes in very slowly, and it will take a much longer time than was antici- 
pated to get articles that are absolutely idnispensable to the army, unless ize 
railroad managers forward omnes a] only. ELLAN, 4 

; ILELLAN, Major-General, 

General I, W. Hatigox, General-in-Chi¢/, Washington. ™ 


Heapquanters ARMY OF tHE Potomac, 
October 11, 1962. 

T am compelled again to call your attention to the great deficiency of shoes 
and otber indispensable articles of clothing, that still exists in some of the corps 
inthisarmy. Uuon the assurances of the chief quariermaster, who based hie 

alculation agen information received from Washingt that clothing would 
be forwarded at certain times, corps commanders sent thelr wagons to Hagersa- 
town and Harper’s Ferry for it. it did not arrive as promised, and hes not xe 
yetarrived, Unless some measures are taken to insure the prompt forward- 
ing of these supplies, there will necessarily bea corresponding delay in getiing 
the army ready to move, as the men cannot mareh withoutshoes. Hverythin 
has beeu done that can be done at these headquarters to accompligh the desired 


result. 
GEORGE B. McOLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 
Maj.-Gen. TL. W. Hatieck, General-in-Chief/, Wa: ington. arenes 


Heapqvarters, ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
October 15, 1362—T p. m. 
. 7 . _ o o . * 


* 

Iam using every possible exertion to get this army ready te move. It was 
only yesterday that a part of our shoes and clothing arrived at Hagerstown. 
It is being issued to the troops as rapidiy as possible. 

: G. B. MCCLELLAN, Major-Genereh 

Maj.-Gen. Hf. W. Hattece, General-in-Chie/. 

Headquarters Army or THR Potomac, 
October 15, 1862—7.0 p. m. 

General Franklin reports that there is by no means as much clothing 24 was 
called for at Hagerstown. I think, therefore, you had better have adit! onal 
supplies, especially of shoes, forwarded to watget® Ferry a8 soon as poss‘ble. 

. B. MARCY, Chief of Swf 

Colonel R. Incas, 


Care of Colonel Rucker, Quartermaster, Washington. 


TIkADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac 
: October 16, 196% 

General J. F. Reynolds just telegraphs as follows: “* My quariermaster re- 
poris that there are no shoes, tents, blankets, or knapsacks at Hagerstown. 

e was able to procure only a complete supply of overcoats and pants, with a 
few socks, drawers, and coats. This leaves many of the men yet without # 
shoe. My requisitions call for 5,255 pairs of shoes.” 

Please push the shvues and stockings up to Harper’s Ferry as fast ae posal 


ble. 
R.B. » Chief of Stoff. 
Colonel R. Incatts, Se ay aap 


Care of Colonel Rucker, Quartermaster, Washirgton. 
HEADQUARrERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAD. 

Camp near Knoxville, Md., October 9, 1832 
You did right in sending clothing to Harper’s Ferry. You will not bg avleto 
send too much or too quickly. € want biankets, shoes, canteens, £o., very 


much. 
RUFUS INGALLS, 
Leut.-Col. and Aide-de-Cainp, Chief Quartermaster. 
Colonel C. G. SawrTettx, 
Depot Quartermaster, Washington. 


Iivanqvarters Army oF THR Potomac, 
Camp wear Knoaville, Md,, October 10, 1862. 
Shipments to Hagerstown must be made direct through, to avoid the con- 
tem tible delays at Harrishurg.. 1f Colonel Crossman was ordered to send 
clothlug, I hope be has sent it, for the sufiering and impatience are ex 

















After the orders were given for covering all the furds upon the river, 
I did not think it possible for Stuart to recross, aud 1 believed that the 
capture or destruction of his entire force was perfectly certain ; but 
owing to the fact that my orders were not in all cas i 1 





3 Carricd Cut asi 
expected, he effected isis escape into Virginia without much loss. 

The troops sept by General Burnside to the Monocacy, owing to some 
neglect in not giving the necessary orders to the commander, instead of 
remaining at the railroad crossing, as I directed, marched four miles 
into Frederick, and there remained until after Stuart had passed the 
railroad, only six miles below, near which point it was said he had halte: 
for breakfast. 

General Pieasonton ascertained, after his arrival at Mechanicsville, 
that the onemy were only about an hour ahead of him, beating a hasty 
retreat towards the mouth of the Monocacy. He pushed on vigorously 
and, near, its mouth, overtook them with a part of his force, h 
marched seventy-eight miles in twenty-four hours, and hb ig lef 
of his horses broken down upon the road. Heat once attacke 
artillery, and the firing continued for several hours, duri: 
he states that he received the support of a smail p 
Stoneman’s command, not suilicient to effect any materi 
the enemy. 

General Stoneman reports that, in accordance with his instructic 
he gave all necessary orders for intercepting the return of the rebels, 
and Colonel Stapies, commanding one of the bri states that he 
sent two regiments of infantry to the mouth of ths acy, and one 
regiment to White’s ford ; that on the morning «f the 12th, al» 
o’clock, he, by Gencral Stoneman’s order, marched, the remaining 
regiments of his command from Poolsville towards the mouth of t :e Mo- 
nocacy ; that before getting into action he was relieved by Gcueral 
Ward, who states that he reported to General Pleasonton with lis co.n- 
mand, while the enemy was crossing the river, and was informe 
him (General Pleasonton) t.at he was too late, and that nothing could 
be done then. 

Genera! Pieasonton, in his report of this affair, says: “It was at this 
time that Colonel Ward reported to me from General Stoneman's divi- 
sion, with a brigade of infantry,a regiment of cavalry, and a section of 
artillery. I told him that his command could be of no use, as the enemy 
had then crossed the river. These are the only troops, that I knew or 
that were in that vicinity, and this was the first intimation I receive: 
that any troops were endeavor'ng to assist me in capiuring the rebels. 
I succeeded iu preventing the encmy from crossing at the mouth of the 
Monocacy, and drove him to White’s ford, three miles below. Mad 
White's ford been occupied by any force of ours previous to the time of | 
the occupation by the enemy, the capture of Stuart’s whole force would 
have been certain and inevitable. With my siaail force, which did not 
exceed one-fourth of the enemy’s, it was not practical fur me to occupy 
that ford while the enemy was in front.”’ 

It would seem from the report of General Stoneman, that the dispe 
tion he mate of his troops, previous to the arrival of Stuart & 
one. Hestationed two regiments at the mouth of the Monucacy, a 
two regiments at Whito’s ford, the laiter in the very place where th 
crossing was made, and the former only three miles off, with a reserve 
of three regiments at Poo'syille, some six mi istant. General 
sonton’s report shows that from the time 
the enemy were across the river was about four ar ‘ 
eral Stoweman states that he started the reserve from lvolsyvi! 
nine o'clock, but it appears, from the report of General Pleasanion, that 
it did not reach him until about half-past one, 

At the time I received the order of October 6, to cross the river and 
attack the enemy, the army was wholly deficient in cavalry 
jJarge part of our troops wore in want of shocs, biankets, and othe 
dispensable articles of thing, notwithstanding ali the efforts that had 
been made since the battie of Antictam, and even prior to that date, to 
refit the army with clothing, as well as horses, I at once covgulicd 
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RUFUS INGALLS, 
Lieut,-Col. and Aide-de-Camp, Cnief Quartermaster. 

Captain Aveustus Bory, Quartermaster, Philadelphia. 

Heapquanrters ARMY oF TAB Poromac. 

Camp near Knoxville, October 13, 

Hag the clothing arrived yet? Tf not, do you know where it is? What cloth- 
jug was taken by the rebels at Chambersburg? Did they capture any proper 
ty that was en route to you? Have we not got clothing at Harrisburg? Send 
an agent over the road to obtain information, and hurry up the supplea. 


oly at once. 
iia RUFUS INGALLS, 
Lieut.-Col. and Aide-le-camp, Chief Quartermaster. 
Captain Groror 0. Weexs, Depot Quartermaster, Hagerstown. 
Suanpseure, October 15, 1862, 
Thave just returned from Hagerstown, where I have been for the clothing 
for the corps. There was nothing there but overcoats, trowsers, and a fow 
uform eoats and socks. There were not any shoes, blankets, shirts, or shelter 
“ts. Wil you please tell ime where and when the balance can be had. 
t d to Livvpee’s Ferry for them tomorrow? The corps surgeon has 
a requisition for es iaaptal tents. There are none at Hagerstewa. 
a please to laform me if I can get them at Harper's Ferry? 
FIELDING LOWRY, Cuptain and Quartermasier. 


General InGaLts. 
Hacerstows, October 15, Lg 
I want at least ten thousand (10,000) sults of clothing in addition to w I 
have received. It should be here now. A 
G. W. WEEKS, Assistant Quartermaster. 


Colonel InGALLs, Quartermaster.. 
Harrrr’s Ferry, October 22, 1862. 
We have bootees, 12,000; greatcoats, 4,000; drawers and shirts are gone; 
blankets and stockings nearly so; 15,000 each of these four articles are 
ALEX. LISS, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 
General InGa1s, Chief Quartermaster, &c. 
Mc Sietian’s Heapqvanrtsns, 
Octoher 24, 1862—11 @. m. 
Please send to Captain Bitss, at Harper’s Ferry, 10,00) blankets, 12,000 caps, 
5,000 overcoats, 10.000 pairs bootees, 2,000 pairs artillery and cay: 
15,009 pairs stockings, 15,000 drawers, and_ 15,000 7. The clothing arrives 
slowly. Can it net be hurried along faster? May I ask you to obtain authoriiy 


for this shipmeat? 
‘ RUFUS INGALLS, 
Lieut.-Col. and Aide-de-camp, Chig Quartermaster. 
Captain D. G. Tuomas, ® 
Military Storeeeper, Washington. 













just ma 
Will yo 


Hacrrstown, October 30. 

Clothing has arrived this morning. None taken by rebeis. Shall I supply 
Franklin, and retain portions for Porter and Reynolds until sent for? 

G. W. WEEKS, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 

Colonel Incatts. 

Colonel Ingalls, chief quartermaster, in his report upon this subject, 
fays : 

“There was ereat deley in receiving our clothing. The orders were 
nyomotty given by me and approved by General M-ics, bot the roads 
were slow to tranzport, particu'ariy the Cumberiand Vailey road. 

«For instance, clothing ordered to Hagerstown on the 7th October for 
the corps of Franklin, Porter, and Reynolds, did not arrive there ynt'! 
about the 18th, and by that time, of course, there were iacreased wants 
and charges ia position of troops. The clothing of Sumner arrived iu 
great quantit'es near the last of October, almost too late for issue, as the 
wy was crossing into Virginia. We finally left 50,000 suits at Larper’s 
Ferry, partly on the cars jut arrived, and partly in store.” 

The following statement, tak: n from # report of the chief quarter- 
master with the army, will show what progress was made in supply- 
ing the army with clothing from the 1st of September to the date 
crossing the Potomac on the Slst of October, and that @ ter part 
of the clothing did not reach our depots uutil after the of Oe 
w 
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The causes of the reduction of our cavalry force have already been 12 
cited. The diMleulty in getting new sapplies from the usual sources Led 
m? toapp'y for and obtaia atherity for the cavalry and artillery ofi- 
errs to purchase their owa horses. Tuo fellowiug are the telegrams and 
iei.ors Oa this subicet : 

Heapquarters Aruy or was Povewase, 
October e62—12,45 

tle absolutely necessary that some energetic means } L -- pk 
cavalry of this army with remount horses. The present rate of snpply is 
(1.059) ten hundred and fifty per week, for the entire army here and io front 
of Washington. From this number the artillery draw for their batteries. 

G. B. McCLELLAN, Maj.-Gen. Com. 

General H, W. HALLECK, G@eneral-in-Chirs. 

The goneral-in-chief, in a letter to me, dated Washington, D. C., Octo- 
ver 14, 1362, replies to this dispatch in the following language : 

“ T have cansed the matters complained of in your telegrams of the 
ilth and 12th to bo investigated. 
2 . 2 . s * 

“ In regard to horses, you say thit the present rate of supply is enly 
150 per week for the entire army here and in front of Washington. I find 
trom the records that the issues for the last six weeks have been 8,754, 
making an average per werk of 1,459."’ ‘ 

One thousand and fifty (1,050) is the number stated in the original 
d-spatch, now la my possession ; and as not only figures were used, but 
ibe number was written out‘in full, T can hardly see how it ig possible for 
the telegraphic operator to have made a mistake in the transmission of 
the mossage. 

Heapquarters Any or tHE Potoma 
. 7 . e . @ 7 4, 3 Ths 


With my small cavalry force It is Impossible for me to watch the line of the 
Potomac properly, or even make the reconn nees that are nec for our 
movements. makes it necessary for me to weaken my line very much, 
by extending the infantry to guard the innumerable fords. This will continue 
until the river rises, and it will be next to impossible to prevent the rebel 
cavalry raids. My ey force, as [ urged this morning, should be largely 
and immediately incre: . under any hypothesis, whether to guard the river, 
or advance on the enemy, ar both. 

GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Major-General. 

Maj.-Gen. Hattecn, Commander-in-Chigy. 

The following is ap extract from the official report of Colonel Ingal's : 

“Immediately after the batt'e of Antietam efforts were made to sup- 
ply deficteacics in clothing and horses. Large reqnisitions were pre- 
pared and aent in. The ariiilery and cavairy required large numbers to 
cover losses sustained ia battle, on the march, and by diseases. Both 
of these arins were deficient when they lel Washington. A most vio- 
tent and destructive disease made its appearance at thia time, which 


ment made upon my order, by the chicf quartermaster with the army, 

and who had means for gaining accurate information,foree upon my 

mind the couclusion that the Quartermaster-Gencral was in error: 
Heanqvarters Arsy or tire Potomac, 


ief Quartermaster’ s October 31, 1862. 
ber 6, 1862, by Colonei Ingalis, Chief 
fe under the immediate com- 


wo and issv to the forces 
mand of General George B. McClellan.........2...eceeeseesee 1,200 
Issued and turned over to the above force by Captain J. J. Dana, As- 
sistant Oe I wn concn sechancssicciscoaracage 2,261 
Issued to ineeas at and near Washivgtoa which have since joined the os 
‘otal purchased by Colonel Ingalis, and issued and turned over by Cap-. —— 
be) ey ht a oo ee “ 3,813 
Iasued by Captain J. J. Dana, Assistant Quartermaster, to the forces ia 
the vicinity of Washington........-cceceeceseeeeeceeeere Gonaeet eccccee 3,968 


Grand total, purchased by Colonel R. ape. Chief Quartermaster, and 
issued and turned over by Captain J. J. Dana, Assistant Quartermas- 
ter, to the entire Army of the Potomac and the forces around Wash- - 
IDZtOD ......ccercccereccccccooceresers wacdnetiecesenooescescsos eel 7,176 
About 3.000 horses have been turned over to the Quariermaster’s Depart- 

ment by officers aa unfit for service; nearly 1,5u0 shouli now be turued over 

diseased. 
FRED. MYERS, 


also, worn out and 
Respectiully submitted. 
Lieut.-Col. and Quartermaster. 


This official statement, made up from the reports of the quartermas- 
ters who received and distributed the horses, exhibits the true state of 
the case, and gives the total number of horses received by the army of 
the Potomac, and the troops around Washington, duriug a period of 
eight weeks as (7,176) seven thousand one hundred and sev’ nty-six or 
(2,073) two thousand and seventy-eight less than the number stated by 
the Quartermaster-General. 

Supposing that (1,500) fifteen hundred were issucd to the army under 
General Pope previous to its return to Washington, as General Meigs 
states, there would still remain (578) five hundred and seventy-eight 
horses which he does not account for. 

The letter of the general in chief to the Secretary of War on the 28th 
of October, and the letter of General Meigs to the general-in-chief on the 
the 14th of October, convey the impression that, upon my repexted ap- 
payee for cavalry and artillery horses for the army of the Potomac, 

had recived a much greater number than was really the case. 

It will be seen from Colonel Myers’ report that, of all the horses al- 
luded to by General Meigs, only (3,813) three thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen came to the army, with which I was ordered to follow and 
attack the enemy. Of course the remainder did not in the slightest de- 
gree contribute to the efficiency of the cavalry or artillery of the army 
with which I was to cross the river. Neither did they in the least f- 
cilitate any preparations for carrying out the order to advance upon the 
enemy, as the general-in-chiof’s letter might seem to imply, 

During the same period that we were receiving the horses alluded to, 
about (3,000) three thousand of our old stock were turned into the 
quartermaster’s department, and 1,500 more reported as in such con- 
dition that they ought to be turned in as unfit for service ; thus leaving 
the active army some 706 short of the number required to make good 
existing deficiencies, to say nothing of providing remounts for men 
whese keress had died or been killed d@ring the campaign and those 
previously dismounted. Notwithstanding all the efforts made to obtain 
a remount, there were, after deducting the force engaged in picketing 
the river, but about a thousand serviceable cavalry horses on the 2lst 
day of October. 

In a letter dated October 14, 1862, the general-in-chief says : 

**Jt is also reported to me that the number of animals with your 
army in the field is about 31,000. It is believed that your present pro- 
portion of cavalry and of animals is much larger than that of any other 
of our armics.”’ ; 

What number of animals our other armies had I am not prepared to 
say, but military men in European armies have been of the opinion that 
an army to be eflicient, while carrying on active operations in the field, 
should have a cavalry force equal in numbers to from one-sixth to one- 
fourth the infantry force. My cavalry did not amount to one- 
twentieth part of the army, and hence the necessity of giving every 
one of my cavalry soldiers a serviceable horse. 

Cavalry may be said to constitute the antenne of any army. It scouts 
all the roads in front, on the flanks and in the rear of the advancing 
columns, and constantly feel the enemy. The amount of labor falllng 
on this arm during the Maryland campaign was excessive. 

To persons not famillar with the movements of troops, and the amount 
of transportation required for a large army marching away from water 
or railroad communications, the number of animals mentioned by the 

general-iu-chief may have appeared unnecessarily large ; but to a mili- 
tary man, who takes the trouble to enter into au accurate and detailed 
computation of the number of pounds of subsistence and forage required 
for such an army as that of the Potomac, it will be seen that the 31,000 
animals were considerably less than was absolutely necessary to an 
advance. 

AS we were required to move through a country which could not be 
depended upon for any of our supplies, it became necessary to transport 
everything in wagons, and to be prepared for all emergencies. T did not 
consider it safe to leave the river without subsistence aud forage for ten 
days. 

The official returns of that date show the aggregate strength of the 
army for duty to have been about 110,000 menofaliarms. This did not 
include teamsters, citizen emplovés, officers’ servants, &c., amounting 
tosome 12,000, which gave a total of 122,000 men. 

The subsistence alone of this army for ten days required for its trans- 
portation 1,820 {wagons at 2,000 pounds to the wagon, and 10,980 
avimals, 

Mur cavalry horses at that time amounted to 5,046, and our artillery 
horses to 6,836. 

To transport full forage for these 22,862 animals for ten days required 
17,832 additional animais ; and this forage would only supply the entire 
number (40,694) of anima!s with a small fraction over aly a!lowauce 
for the time specified. - 

it will be observed that this estimate does not embrace the animals 
necessary to transport quartermasters’ supplies, baggage, camp equip- 
age, ambulances, reserve ammunition, forage, tor officers’ horses, &c., 
which would greatly augment the necessary transportation. 

It may very truly be said that we did make the march with the 
means at our dispoeal, but i will be remembered that we met with no 
scrious Opposition from the enemy ; neither did we encounter delays 
from any other cause. The roads were in exceilent condition, and the 
troops marched with the most commendable order and celerity. 

if we had met with a determined resistance from the enemy, and our 
progress had been very much retarded thereby, we would haye con- 
sumed our supplies before they could have been renewed. A proper 
estimate of my responsibilities as the commander of that army did 
not justify me in basing my preparations for the expedition upon the 
supposition that I was to have an uninterrupted march. On the con- 
trary, it was my duty to be prepared for all emergencies ; and not the 
least important of my responsibilities was the duty of making ample 
provision for supplying my men and animals with rations and forage. 

Knowing the solicitude of the President for an carly movement, andl 
sharing with him fully his anxiety for prompt action,on the Zist of 
October I telegrayhou to the general-in-chief as follows: 

TizapquaRters ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
October 21, 1362. 

Since the receipt of the President's order to move on the enemy, T have been 
making every exertion to get this army supplied with clothing absoiutely ne- 
cessary for marching. : 

This, Iam happy to say, is now nearly accomplished. T hare also, during 
the same time, repeatedly urged upon you the importance of supplying cavalry 
and artillery horses to replace those broken down by hard service, and steps 
have been taken to insure a prompt delivery. ; F 

Our cavalry, even when well supplied with horses, is much inferior in num- 
bers tu that of the enemy, but In efficiency has proved itseif superior. So 
furcibly has that been impressed on our old regiments by repeated su 8. 
“pe —~ are fully persuaded that they are equal to twice their number of 
re cavairy. 

Exclusive of the cavalry force now en; in poe the river, I hare 
not at present over one thousand (1,000) horses for service. Oillicers have 
‘een sent in various directions to pure! horses, and I expect them soon. 








put nearly 4,000 animals out of service. Horses reported perfecily 
well oae day would be dead lame the next, and it was dificult to foresee 
where it would eri, or what number would coves th: loss. They were 
attacked ia the hoof and tongue. No one seemed able toaccouat for tho 
appearance of this disease. Apimals keps at rest would recovor iu time, 
but could nol le worked. [ made application to sead West aud purchase | 
horses at once, but it was refusod, on the ground that the outstanding | 
contracts provided for evcagh, but they were not delivered tently fast, 
nor in soficient numbers until late in Qetober and carly ia November. 
1 wa3 authorised to buy 2.500 late in Octuber, but the delivery was not 
completed until in November, aficr we hai reacted Warrent@.”’ 

in a letter from Cenera! Meigs, written 62 the ldih of Guivber, aud 
addressed to t) s"gencral-in chief, it is stated: “ There have been iszuc-!, 
therevere, to the army of the Potomac, eince the batiles ia frent oF 
Washington, to replace iczses, (9,254) vive thousand iwo hundred aad 
fifty-four horses." 

What nunber of horses were sent to Gensral Pope befure his return 
to Washington, I have no means of determinirg ; but the following staie- 





Without more cavalry horses, our communications, from the moment we 
uarch, wonld be at the mercy of the large cavalry force of the enemy, and it 
would Got be possible for us to cover our flanks properly, or to obiain the ne- 
‘essary information of the position and movements of the enemy, in sucha 
vay asto insure success. My exverienee bas shown the uecessity of a large 
vod eflicient cavalry force. 

Under the foregoing circumstances, T beg leave to ask whether the Presi- 
ent desires me tou march on the enemy at once, or to await the reception of 
the new horses, every possible step having been taken to insure their prompt 


arrival 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, Yaj.-Gen. Com. 
Major-General Hatreck. 
General in-Chief, Washington. 
On the same day General Ha:leck replied as follows: 


Wasntxctox, Ortoler 21, 1862—3 p. m. 
Your telegram of 12 m. has been submitted to the President. He directs 
me to cag thet he bas no change to mahe in bis erder of the 6tb instant. 
Tf you have not been, and are not now, in condition to obey it, you will be 
able te show such want of ability. The President dues not expect impossibili- 
ues ; but he is very anxious tbat all this good weather should not be wasted in 














muey. Telegraph when you will move, aud on what lines you propose to 
> We General-in-Chie/. 
Mai.-Gen. Gro. B. Mi bother exact Po 


f CCLELLAN. 

From the tenor of this despatch I conceived that it was left for my 
judgment to decide whether or not it was possible to move with safety 
to the army at that time ; and this responsibility I exercised with the 
more confidence in view of the strong assurances of his trust in me, as 
commander of that army, with which the President had seen fit to honor 
me during his last visit. 

The cavalry requirements, without which an advance would have 
been in the highest degree injudicious and unsafe, were stil! wanting. 

The country before us was an enemy’s country, where the inhabitants 
furnished to the enemy every possible assistance ; providing food for 
men and forage for animals, giving all infurmation concerning our move 
ments, and rendering every aid in their power to the enemy’s cause. 

It was manifest that we flad it, a8 we subsequently did, a hos- 
tile district, where we could derive no aid from the inhabitants that 
would justify dispensing with the active co-operation of an efficient cav 
alry force. Accordingly I fixed upon the first of November as the ear- 
liest date at which the forward movement could well be commenced. 

The goneral-in-chief, in a letter to the Secretary cf War,on the 2Sth 
of October, says : ‘In my opinion there has been no such want of sep- 
plies in the army under General McClellan as to preyent his compliance 
with the erders to advance against the enemy.” 

Notwithstanding this opinion, expressed by such high authoriiy, 
Iam compelled to say again that the delay in the reception of necessary 
supplies up to that date had left the army ina condition totally unfit tw 
advance against the enemy—that an advance, under the existing cir- 
camstances would, in my judgment, bave been attended with the high- 
est degree of peril, with great suffering and sickness among the men, 
and with imminent danger of being cut off from our supplies by the 
superior cavalry force of the enemy, and with no reasonabie prospect 
of gaining any advantage over him. 

I dismiss this subject with the remark that I have found # impossi- 
bie to resist the force of my own convictions, that the commander of an 
army who, from the time of its organization, has for eighteen months 
been in constant communication with its officers and men, the greater 
part of the time engaged in aftive services in the field, and who has 
exercised this command in many battles, must certainly be considered 
competent to determine whether his army is in proper condition to ad- 
vance on the enemy or not ; and he must necessarily possess greater 
facilities for forming a correct judgment in regard to the wants of bis 
men, and the condition of his supplies, than the general-in-chief in his 
office at Washington city. The movement from Washington into Mary- 
land, which culminated in the battles of South Mountain and Antietam, 
was nota part of an offensive campaign, with the object of an invasion 
of the enemy’s territory and an attack upon his capital, but was defen- 
sive in its purposes, although offensive ja its character, and would be 
technically called a “ defensive-offensive campaign.” 

It was undertaken at a time when our army had experienced severe 
defeats, and its object was to preserve the national capitaland Balti- 
more, to protect Pennsylygnia from invasion, and to drive the enemy 
out of Maryland. These purposes were fully and finally accomplished by 
the battle of Antietam, which brought the army of the Potomac into 
what might be termed an accidental position on the upper Potomac. 

Having gained the immediate object of the campaigr, the first thing 
to be done was to insure Maryland from a return of the enemy ; the 
second, to prepare our own army, exhausted by a series of severe bat- 
tles, destitute to a great extent of supplies, and very deficient in arti!- 
lery and cavalry horses, for a definite offensive movement, and to deter- 
mine upon a line of operations for a further advance. 

At the time of the battle of Antictam the Potomac was vory low, and 
presented a comparatively weak line of defense unless watched by 
large masses of troops. 

The reoccupation of Harper’s Ferry, and the disposition of troops 
above that point, rendered the line of the Potomac secure against every- 
thing except cavalry raids. No time was lost in placing the army for 
an advance, and the circumstances which caused the delay after the 
battle of Antietam have been fully enumerated elsewhere. 

I never regarded Harper’s Ferry or its vicinity asa proper base o. 
operations for a movement upon Richmond. I stil! considered the line 
of the Peninsula as the true approach, but, for obvious reasons, did net 
make any proposal to return to it. 

On the 6th of October, as stated above, I was ordered by the Preei- 
dent, through his general-in-chief, to cross the Potomac and give battle 
= the enemy, or drive him south. Two lines were presented for my 
choice : 

1st. Up the valley of the Shenandoah, in which case I was to have 
12.000 to 15,000 additional troops. 

2d. To cross between the enemy and Wachington—that is, east of the 
Biue Ridge—in which event I was to be re-enforced with 30,000 men. 

At first I determined to adopt the line of the Shenandoah, for these 
reasons ; the Harper’s Ferry and Winchester Railroad, and the various 
turnpikes converging upon Winchester, afforded superior facilities for 
supplies. Our cavalry being weak, this line of communication could be 
more easily protected. There was no advantage in interposing at that 
_ the Blue Ridge and the Shenandoah between the enemy and my- 
self. . 
At the period in question the Potomac was still very low, and I ap- 
prehended that, if I crossed the river below Harper’s Ferry, the enamy 
would promptly check the movement by recrossing into Maryland, at 
the same time covering his rear by occupying in strong force the passes 
leading through the Biue Ridge from the southeast into the Shenandoah 
valley. 

I anticipated, as the result of the first course, that Lee wonld fight 
me near Winchester. if he could cio so under favorable circumstances : 
or else that he would abandon the lower Shenandoah, and leave the 
army of the Potomae free to act upon some other line of operations. 

If he abandoned the Shenandoah, be would naturally fall back upou 
his railway communications. I have since been confirmed in the belief 
that, if I had crossed the Potomac below Harper's Ferry in the eariy 
part of October, Genoral Lee would have recrossed into Maryland. 

As above explained, the army was not in condition to move until late 
in October, and in the meantime circumstances had change’. 

The period had arrived when a sudden and great rise in the Potomac 
might be looked for at any moment ; the season of bad roads and diffi- 
cuit movements was approaching, which would naturally deter the en- 
emy from exposing himself very far from his base, and his movements 
all appeared to indicate a falling back from the river towards his sup 
plies. Under these circumstances, I felt at liberty to die d 
sibility of the enemy’s recrossing the Polomac, and determined to select 
the line east of the Blue Ridge, feeling couviuced that it wou'd secure 
me the largest accession of force, and the most cordial support of the 
President, whose views, from the beginning, were in favor of that lire. 

The subject of the defense of the line of the upper Potomac, after the 
advance of the main army, had long occupied my attention. I desired 
to place Harper's Ferry aud its dependencies in a strong state of defense, 
and frequently addressed the general-iu-chief upon the subject of the 
erection of ficll-works and permanent bridges there, asking for the 
funds necessary to accomplish the purpose. Although J did my best to 
explain, as clearly as I was able, that I did not wish to erect permanent 
works of masonry, and that neither the works nor the permanent 
bridges had any reference to the advance of the army, but soiely to the 
perianent occupation of Harper's Ferry, I could never make the ge 
in-chief understand my wishes, but was refi : 
crect the feld-works, on the ground that th 
for the erection of permanent fortificatio 
built the permanent bridge, on the ground that the main army could 
not be delayed in its movements until its competion. 

Of course I nover thought of delaying the advance ¢f the army for 
that purpose, and so stated repeatedly. On the 25: of October F sent 
to the genoral-in-chief the following telegram : 

 Tleangvanrers Army or tux Porowac, 
© October 25, 1862—10.45 P. M. 

** As the moment is at hand fur the alvance of tins army, a question 
arises for the decision of the general-in-chief, which, although perhaps 
impliediy decided by the Presitent in his letter of the 13th, should be 

































om invasion by large or small parties of the enemy. 

* Tt will always be somewhat difficult to guard the immediate line of 
the river, ow.ng to its great extent aud the numerous passages which 
exist. 

* Jt has long appeared to me that the best way of covering this line 
woult be by occupying Front Royal, Strasburg, Wardensville, and 
Moorefield, or the debouches of the several valleys in which they are 
are Situated. 

* Taese points, or suitable places in their vicinity, showld be strongly 
intrenched and permanently held. Ove great advantage of this arrange- 
ment would be the covering the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and an 
essential part of the system would be the construction of the link of 
railway from Winchester to Strasburg, and the rebuilding of the Ma- 
nassas Cap Railway bridge over the Shcnandoah. 
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«“ The intrenchment of Manassas Junction would complcte the system 
for the defease of the approaches to Washington and the upper Potomac. 
Many months ago I recommended this arrangement ; in fact, gave or- 
ders for it to be carried into effect. I still regard it as essential under 
all circumstances. 

“ The views of the chief engineer of this army 
fenses aud garrison of Harper’s Ferry and its d 

jon. 

“The only troops under my command, outside of the organization of 
the army of the Potomac, are the Maryland brigade, under General Ken- 
ley ; the 51th Pennsylvania, Colonel Voss; 12th Itlinots cavalry, and 
Colonel Davis’ 8th New York cayalry ; total, 2,894 infantry, one bat- 
tery, and about 900 cavalry men. 

«Phere are also two of my regiments of cavalry (about 759 men) 
or the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad between Hancock and Cum- 

land. 

«“ as [have no department, and command simply an active army in 
the field, my responsibility fur the safety of the line of the Potomac and 
the States north of it must terminate the moment I advance so far be- 
yond that line as to adopt another for my base of operations. The ques- 
tion for the general-in-chief to decide, and which I regard as beyond my 
province, is this : 

“Ist. Shall the safety of Harper’s Ferry and the line of the Potomac 
be regarded as assured by the advance of the army south of the Blue 
Ridge, and the line left to take care of itself? 

‘24. If it is deemed necessary to hold the line, or that hereinbefore 
indicated in advance of it, how many troops shall be placed there, at 
what points (and in what numbers and of what composition at each), 
and where shall they be supplied—#. ¢., from the army, or from other 
sources ? 

« Omitting the detached troops mentioned above, and the small gar- 
risons of Boonsboro’ and Frederick, the last returns show the strength 
of this army {for duty to be about (116,000) one hundred and sixteen 
thousand, officers and men. This includes the divisions of Stoneman and 
Whipple, but does not include Heintze!man, Sigel,and Bayard. 

‘‘ If Harper’s Ferry and the river above are rendered fully secure, it 
is possible that the active army, if it supplies the garrison, may be re- 
duced so much as to be inadequate to the purposes contemplated. If it 
is preserved intact, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad may be unduly exposed. 

“I leave the decision of these grave questions to the general-in-chief. 
I know nothing of the number of troops at Baltimore, &c. 

“ An important element in the solution of this problem is the fact that 
a great portion of Bragg’s army is probably now at liberty to unite itself 
with Lee’s command. 

“IT commence crossing the river at Berlin in the morning, and must 
ask a prompt decisioa of the questions proposed hercin. 

“G. B. MCCLELLAN, Major-General Commanding. 

“* Major-Cencral HaiLecs, General in-Chie}, Washingion.”’ 

To which I received the following reply : 

** Wasuinaton, Oclober 26, 1862—1.35 p. m. 

*€ In addition tothe command which you bad when I came here, you 
also have the greater part of that of Major-General Pope. Moreover, you 
have been authorized to use any troops within your reach in General 
Wool’s departmeht, and in Western Virginia. Gencral Bank’s command 
is also under your direction, with the single restriction that he is not to 
remove the troops from Washington till he has notified me of his orders. 

Since you left Washington I have advised and suggested in relation to 
your movements, but I have given you no orders ; I donot give you any 
now. The government has entrusted you with defeating and driving 
back the Rebel army in your front. I shall not attempt to control you 
in the measures you may adopt for that purpose. You are informed of 
my views, but the President has left you at liberty to adopt them or 
not, as you may deem best. 

“You will also exercise your own discretion in regard to what points 
on the Potomac and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad are to be occupied 
or fort:fied. I will only add that there is no appropriation for permanent 
entrenchments on that line. Moreover, I think it will be time enough to 
decide upon fortifying Front Royal, Strasburg, Wardenville, and Moore- 
field, when the enemy is driven south of them, and they come into our 
Possession, 

«] do not think that we need have any immediate fear of Bragg’s 
army. You are within (20) twenty miles of Lee’s, while Bragg is dis- 
tant about (400) four hundred miles. 

““H. W. HALLECK, General-in-C hi. 

‘Major-General G. B. McCieuay.’’ 

On the 29th I sent the following : 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, 
October 29, 1362—1. . Mm, 

On the 25th instant I sent you a despatch uesting you to decide what 
steps should be taken to guard the line of the Potomac when this army 
leaves here. To this I received your reply that I had been intrusted by the 
President with defeating and driving away the rebel army; that you had 
given me no orders heretofore—did not give me any then, Under 
tiiese circumstances I have only to make such arrangements for guarding 
this extended line as the means at my disposal will permit, at the same 
time keeping in view the supreme necessity of maintaining the moving 
army in adequaie frce to meet the rebel army before us, 

Tue dispositions i have ordered are as follows, viz: Ten thousand men 
to be left at ey hy '; one brigade of infantry in front of Sharps- 
burg; Kenley’s brigade of infantry at Williamsport; Kelly’s brigade, in- 
ciuding Colonel Campbell’s 54th Pennsylvania — at Cumberland; 
and between that point and Hancock. I have also lett four small cavalr 
regiments to patrol and watch the river and the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road from Cumberland down to Harper’s Ferry. 

i do not regard this ferce as sufficient to cover securely this great extent 
of line, but I do not feel justified in detaching any more trovps from m 
moving columns; I would, therefore, recommend that some new regi- 
ments of infantry and cavalry be sent to strengtiien the forces left by me. 

There should be a brigade of infantry and section of artillery in the 
vicinity of Cherry ran, another brigade at Hancock, an additiunal brigade 
at Williamsport, one regiment at Hagerstown and one at Chambersburg, 
with a section of artillery at each place if pussible. This is on the sup- 

osition that the enemy retain a considerable cavalry force west of the 

lue Ridge; if they go east of it, the occupation of the points named in 
my despatch of the 25th instant will obviate the necessity of keeving 
many of these troops on the river. 

There are now several hundred of our wounded, including General Rich- 
pe in the vicinity of Sharpsburg, that cannot pussibly be moved at 

I repeat, that I do not look upon the forces I have Leen able to leave 
froia this army as sufficient to prevent cavalry raids into Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, as cavalry is the only description of troops adequate to this 
service, and I am, as you are aware, deficient in this arm. 

. G. B. MOULELLAN, Major General, Commanding. 

Major General HALLECK, General-in-Chie/, Washington. 

To which I received on the 30th this reply : 

WASHINGTON, October 30, 1862—11.30 a. m. 

Your telegram of yesterday was received late last evening. The troop: 
proposed for Thoroughfare gap will be sent to that place whenever you 
are in position for their co-operation, as previously stated, but no new 
regiments can be sent from here to the upper Potomac. The guarding of 
that line is left to your own discretion with the troops now under your 
coramand. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chig,. 

Major General G. B. MoCieiiay. 

I accordingly left the 12th corps at Harper's Ferry, detaching one 
brigade tothe vicinity of Sharpsburgh. General Morell was placed 
in command of the line from the mouth of the Antietam to Cumber- 
land; General Slocum in command of Harper's Ferry and the line 
east of the mouth ofthe Antietam. 

The orders given to these officers were as follows: 

HBADQUARTERS ARMY ov sus Posomso, 
tober 29, 2—1 p. m. 

The general commanding directs that you ont one brigade of your 
corps to march at once to the position now occupied by General F. J. Por- 
ter’s corps, ia front of Sharpsburg, to watch and guard the line of the 
river, the ford near the mouth of the Antietain creck to the mouth of the 
Oe off arises 1 will also tak 

he otficer in command will also take steps " i 
to the sick and wounded in the hospitals is the viele of Sharpsburg and 
Boonsbory’, The regiment now at Boonsboro’ will be placed under his 
orders. General Kenley, at Williamsport, will guard the river from the 
= ith of the Opequan alone, including the ford at the mouth of the Ope- 
qaan. 

The commanding general also directs that you take immediate steps to 
establish the remainder Si corps as follows, viz: one brigade on 
Maryland heights, one brigade on Loudon heights, with the remainder on 
Duives a = at pone gy as 

ese dispositions shoul @ made at once, so tha Te ‘or 
Move with his corps. Please acknowledge the roceiyt of hie we 
; R. B. MARCY, Chief of Stof. 
General 11 W. SLOCUM, Commanding Army Corps, Harper's Ferry, 
IIEADQUARTERS ARMY OF TUR PoTomMaAc, 
October 31, 1862. 

G&NERAL : Iam Instructed by the commanding general to say to you 
that he has selected you to perform the highly important and responsible 
duty of taking charge of and commanding the troops left for the defence 
of the line of the Potoraac river, from the mouth of the Antietam toCum- 

rian, as well as any other troups that may hereafter be sent for the 
Protection of the Maryland and Pennsylvania frontier within the limits 
of the lines herein specified. The force which has been left to guard the 
line is not deeimed adequate to prevent cavalry raids, but it is all that the 
commanding general feels authorized to detach from the army of the Po- 
tomac at the present time, and it develves upon you to make the use 
of this force in your power. You will have four cavalry regiments under 
your cummand, which should be so distributed al the river as to watch 
all the available fords, and give timely notice to infantry of the ap- 


in regard to the de- 
efenses, are in your 


proach of any furce 


- ao wm eford all the protection in your power to the Baltimore and 

0 railroad. 
You will endeavor to prevent any cavalry raids into Maryland and 
Pennsylvania. 

You will take steps to have all the sick and wounded of our army, as 
well as of the rebel army within your lines, properly taken care of until 
they can be sent to general hospitals, or discharged, or paroled. 

You will make your headuarters at Hagerstown, and occasionally visit 
oe ae pe parts of your | —™ : — 

ou will please report promptly to these headquarters everything " 
portance that occurs witiin the limits of your command. om 

The three —- now at Cumberland, Williainsport, and Sharpsba: 
including the fifty-fourth Pennsylvania volunteers, near Cumberland, wall 


be uncer yourcommand. They are commanded by Ge . 
Age dn y y Generals Kelly, Ken. 


yery respectfully, yt netene. servant, 
S, Assis ji 

General G. W. MORELL, Commanding Upper ae Adie Generel. 

On the 25th of October the pontoon bridge at Berlin was constructed 
there being alrcady one across the Potomac, and another acrozs the She: 
nandoah,at Harper’s Ferry. 

On the 25th two divisions of the ninth corps, and Pleasanton’s brigade 
of cavalry, crossed at Berlin and occupied Lovettsyille. 

The first, sixth, and ninth corps, the cavalry, and the reserve artille- 
ry, a at Berlin between the 26th of October and the 2d of No- 
vember. 

The second and fifth corps crossed at Harper’s Ferry between the 29th 
of October and the Ist of November. Heavy rains delayed the move- 
ment considerably in the beginning, and the first, fifth and sixth corps 
were obliged to halt at least one day at the crossings to complete, as far 
as — necessary supplies that could not be procured at an earlier 
period. 

The plan of campaign I adopted during this advance was to move the 
army, well in hand, parallel to the Blue Ridge, taking Warrenton as the 
— of direction for the main army; seizing each pass on the Blue 

idge by detachments, as we approached it, and guarding them after 
we had passed as long as they would enable the enemy to trouble our 
communications with the Potomac. It was expected that we would 
unite with the eleventh corps and Sickles’ division near Thoroughfare 
gap. We depended upo: Harper's Ferry and Berlin for supplies until 
the Maanassas Gap railway was reached ; when that occurred the passes 
in our rear were to be abandoned, and the army massed ready for action 
or movement in any direction. 

It was my iutention if, upon reaching Ashby’s or any other pass, 
1 found that the encmy were in force between it and the Potomac in the 
valley of the Shenandoah, to move into the valley and endeavor to gain 
their rear. 

I hardly hoped to accomplish this, but did expect that by striking in 
between Culpepper Court-house and Little Washington I could either 
separate their army and beat them iu detail, or else force them to con- 
centrate as far back as Gordonsvlile, and thus place the army of the Po 
tomac in position cither to adopt the Fredericksburg line of advance 
upon Richmond, or to be removed to the Peninsula, if, as lapprehended, 
it wer> found impossible to supply it by the Orange and Alexandriarail- 
road beyond Culpepper. 

Oa the 27th of October the remaining divisions of the ninth corps 
crossed at Berlin, and Plcasanton’s cavalry advanced to Purcellville. 
The concentration of the sixth corps, delayed somewhat by intelligence 
as to the movements of the enemy near Hedgesville, &c., was com- 
menced on this day, and the first corps was already in motion for 






Berlin. 
mi... the 28th the first corps and the general headquarters reached 
rlin. 

On the 29th the reserve artillery crossed and encamped near Lovetts- 
ville. Stoneman’s division, temporarily attached to the ninth corps, 
occupied Leesburg ; Averill’s cavalry brigade moved towards Berlin 
from Hagerstown ; two divisions of the ninth corps moved to Wheat- 
land, one to Waterford. The second corps co ed the passage of the 
Shenandoah at Harper’s Ferry, and moved into the valley east of Loudon 
heights. 

On the 30th the first corps crossed at Berlin and encamped near Loy- 
ettsville, and the second corps completed the passage of the Shenandoah. 
The fifth corps commenced its march from Sharpsburp to Harper’s 


Ferry. 

On the 3l1st the second corps moved to the vicinity of Hillsborough ; 
the sixth corps reached Boonsboro’ ; the fifth corps reached Harper’s 
Eerry, one division crossing the Shenandoah. 

On the 1st of November the first corps moved to Purcelville and Ham- 
ilton ; the second corps to Woodgrove ; the fifth corps to Hillsborough ; 
the sixth corps reached Berlin, one division crossing. Pleasonton’s cay- 
alry occupied Philomont, having a sharp skirmish there aud at Bloom- 
field. 

On November 2d the second corps occupied Snicker’s gap; the fifth 
corps, Snickersville ; the sixth corps crossed the Potomac and encamped 
near Wheatland: the ninth corps advanced to Bloomfield, Union, and 
Philomont. Pleasanton drove the enemy out of Union. Averill was or- 
dered to join Pleasanton. The enemy offered no serious resistance to 
the occupation of Snicker’s gap, but advanced to gain possession of it 
with a column of some 5,009 to 6,009 infantry, who were driven back 
by afew rounds from our rifled guns. 

On the 3d the first corps moved to Philomont, Union, Bloomfield, Ac.; 
the second corps to the vicinity of Upperville ; the fifth corps remained 
at Snicker’s gap ; the sixth corps moved to Purceliville ; the ninth corps 
moved towards CUpperville. Pleasanton drove the enemy out of Up- 
porvilie after a severe fight. 

On the 4th the 2d corps took possession of Ashby’s gap ; the 6th corps 
reached Union ; the 9ih corps, Upperville; the cavalry occupied Pied- 
mont. On tire 5th the Ist corps moved to Rectortown and White Plains ; 
one division of the 2d corps to the iatersection of the Paris and Pied- 
mont with the Upperville and Burber’s road ; the 6th corps to the Aldie 
pike, east of Upperville; the ninth corps beyond the Manassas railroad, 
between Piedmont and Salem, with a brigade at Manassas gap. The 
cavalry under Averili had a skirmish at Manassas gap, and the bri- 
gade of Pleasonton gained a handsome victory over superior numbers at 
Barber’s Cross Roads. Bayard’s cavairy had some sharp skirmishing 
in front of Salem. 

On the 6th the Ist corps advanced to Warrenton ; the 2d corps to 
Rectortown ; the 5th corps commenced its movement from Suicker’s 
gap to White Plains ; the 9th corps to Waterloo and vicinity on the Rap- 
pahannock ; the 11th corps was at New Baltimore, Thoroughfare and 
Hopewell’s gaps , Sickles’ division guarding the Orange and Alexandria 
railroad from Manassas Junction towards Warrenton Junction ; the cav- 
alry near Flint hill ; Bayard to cut off what there might be in Warrenton, 
and to procesd to the Rappahannock station. 

November 7th : General Pieasonton was ordered to move towards Lit- 
tle Washington and Sperryvilie, and thence towards Culpeper Court- 
house. 

November 8th : the 2d corps moved half way to Warrenton ; the 5th 
corps to New Baltimore, 

November 9: the 24 and Sth corps reached Warrenton; the 6th 
corps, New Baltimore. 

late on the night of the 7th I received an order relicving me from the 
command of the army of the Potomac, and directing me to turn it over 
to General Burnside, which I at once did. 

+ had alrcady given the orders for the movements of the $th and 9th ; 
these orders were carrie’l into effect without change. 

The position ia which i leit the army, as the regult of the orders I had 
given, was as follows : 

The 1st, 21, and Sth corps, reserve artillery, and general headquar- 
ters, at Warrenton ; the 9ih corps on the line of the Rappahannock, in 
the vicinity of Waterloo; the 6th corps at New Baltimore ; the 11th 
corps at New Baltimore, Gainesville, and Thoroughfare gap; Sickles’ 
division of the $34 corps, on the Orange aud Alexandria railroad, from 
Manassas Junction to Warrenton Junction ; Pleasouton across tiie Rap- 
prhanock at Amissville, Jefferson, &c., with bis pickets at Hazel river, 
facing Longstreet, six miles from Culpepper Court-house ; Bayard near 
Rappahannock station. 

The army was thus massed near Warrenton, ready to act in any re- 
quired direction, perfectly in hand, and in admirable condition and 
spirits. Idoubt whether, during the whole period that I had the honor 
to command the army ef the Potomac, it was in such excellent condi- 
tion to tight a great battle. When I gave up the command to General 
Burnside, the best information in our possession indicated that Long- 
street was immediately in our front near Culp2pper ; Jackson, with one, 
perhaps both of che hills, near Chester and Thornton’s gaps, with the 
mass of their force west of the Blue Ridze. 

Tho reports from General Picasonton on the advance indicate’ the 
porsibility of sevarating the two wings of the encmy’s forces, and cither 
beating Longstreet separately, or forcing him to fall back at least upon 
Gordonsville, to effect his junction with the rest of the army. 

The followirg is from the report of General Pieasonton : 

‘ At this time, end from the 7th instant, my advanced pickets were 
at Hazel river, within six miles of Culpepper, besides having my fiars 
pickets towards Chester and Thornton's gaps extended to Gaines Cross 
Roads and Newby’s Cross Roads, with numeroug patrols in the direction 
of Woodvilie, Little Washiagton, and Sperry ville. 

“The infurmation gained from these parties, and also from deserters, 








Pr:soners, contrabands, a3 well as Citiseas, established the fact of Jong- 





street, with his command, being at Culpeper, while Sian, Nie D. i. 


Hill, with their respective commands, were in the Shenandoa valley, on 
the western side of the Blue Ridge, covering r and Thornton’s 
gaps, and expecting us to pass through and attack them. 

“* As late as the 17th of November, a contraband just from Strasburg 
came in my camp and reported that D. H. Hill’s corps was two miles 
beyond that place, on the railroad to Mount Jackson. Hill was tear- 
ing up the road and destroying the bridges, under the impression that 
we intendod to follow into that valley, and was en route for Staunton. 

“* Jackson’s corps was between Strasburg and Winchester. Ewell and 
A. P. Hill were with Jackson. Provisions were scarce, and the rebels 
were obliged to keep moving to obtain them.” d 

Had I remained in command, 1 should have made the attempt to di- 
vide the enemy as before suggested, and could he have been brought to 
a battle within reach of my supplies, I cannot doubt that the result 
would have been a brilliant victory for our army. 

Oa the 10th of November General Pleasonton was ‘attacked by Long- 
rag —_ one division of infantry and Stewart’s cavalry, but repulsed 

e attack. 

This indicates the relative position of our army and that of the enemy 
-at the time I was relieved from command. 

It would be impossible to participate in operations, such as those de- 
scribed in the foregoing pages, without forming fixed opinions upon 
subjects connected with the organization of our armies, and the genera! 
conduct of military operations. 

This report would be facomplete without a brief allusion to sume 
general considerations which have been firmly impressed upon me Uy 
the events which have occurred. 

‘omy mind the most glaring defect in our armies is the absence of 
system in the appointment and promotion of general and other officers, 
aud the want of means for the theoretical instruction of the mass of off- 
cers. The expansion of the army was s0 greatand so rapid at the com- 
mencement of the existing war that it was perhaps impossible, in the 
great scarcity of instructed officers, to have adopted any other course 
than which was pursued ; but the time has arrived when measures may 
be initiated to remedy existing defects, and provide against their recur- 
rence. Ithink that the army should be regarded as a permanent one ; 
that is to say, its affairs should be administered precisely as if all who 
belonged to it had made it their profession for life ; and those rules for 
promotion, &c., which have been found necessary in the best foreign 
armies to excite honorable emulation, produce an esprit du corps and 
procure efficiency, should be followed by us. All oflicers and soldier: 
should be made to feel that merit—that is to say, courage, good con- 
duct, the knowledge and performance of the duties of their grade, and 
fitness to exercise those of a superior grade—will insure to them ad- 
vancement in their profession, and can alone secure it for them. Mea- 
sures should be adopted?to secure the theoretical instruction of staff 
officers at least, who should, as far as possible, be selected from officers 
having a military education, or who have seen actual service in the 
field. The number of cadets at the Military Academy should be at once 
increased to the greatest extent permitted by the capacity of the iusti- 
tution. The regular army should be increased and maintained complete 
in numbers and efiiciency. 

A well-organized system of recruiting and of depots for instruction 
should be adopted, in order to keep the ranks of the regiments full, aud 
supply promptly the losses arising from battle or disease. This is es- 
peciaily necessary for the artillery and cavalry arms of the service 
which, from the beginning of the war, have rendered great services, and 
which have never been fully appreciated by any but their comrades. 
We need also large bodies of well-instructed ineer troups. 

In the arrang tand duct of campaigns the direction should be 
left to professional soldiers. A statesman may, perhaps, be more com- 
petent than a soldier to determine the political objects and direction of 
acampaign ; but those once decided upon, everything should be ieft to 
the responsible military head, without interference trom civilians. In 
no other manner is success probable. The meddling of individual mem- 
bers of committees of Congress with subjects which, from lack of expe 
rience, they are of course incapable of comprehending, and which they 
are too apt to view through the distorted medium of partisan or per- 
=, can do no good, and is certain to produce incalculable 
mischief. 

Icannot omit the expression of my thanks to the President for the 
constant evidence given me of his sincere personal regard, and his de- 
sire to sustain the military plans which my judgment led me to urge 
for adoption and execution. I cannot attribute his failure to adopt some 
of those plans, and to give that support to others which was necessary 
to their success, to any want of confidence in me ; and it only remains 
for me to regret that other counsels came between the constitutional 
commander-in-chief and the general whom he had placed at the head of 
lis armies—counsels which resulted in the failure of great campaigns, 
If the nation possesses no generals in service competent to direct its 
military affairs without the aid or supervision of politicians. the sooner 
it flads them and places them in position the better will it be for its 
fortunes. 

I may be pardoned for calling attention to the memorandum submitted 
by me to the President on the 4th of August, 1861 ; my letter to him of 
July 7, 1862 ; aud other similar communiM&tions to him and to the Sec- 
retary of War. I have seen no reason to change in any muatcrial regard 
the views there expressed. 

After a calm, impartial, and patient consideration of the subject—a 
subject which demands the closest thought on the part of every true 
lover of his country—I am convinced that by the proper employment 
of our resources it is entirely possible to bring this war to a successful 
military issue. I believe that a necessary preliminary to the re-estab- 
lishment of the Union is the entire defeat or virtual destruction of the 
organized military power of the confederates ; and that such a result 
should be accompanied and followed by conciliatory measures; and 
that by pursuing the political course I have always advised, it is possi- 
ble to bring about a permanent restoration of the Union—a re-union b 
which the rights of both sections shall be preserved, and by which 
parties shall preserve their self-respect, while they respect each other. 
In this report I have confined myself to a plain narrative of such facts 
as are necessary for the purposes of history. Where it was possible, I 
have preferred to give these facts in the language of dispatches, written 
at the time of their occurrence, rather than to attempt a new relation. 
‘he reports of the subordinate commanders, hereto annexed, recite 
what time and space would fail me to mention here: those individual 
instances of conspicuous bravery and skill by which every battle waa 
marked. ‘Yothem I must especially refer, for without them this narra- 
tive would be incomplete, and justice failto be done. But I cannot omit 
to tender to my corps commanders, and to other general officers under 
them, such ample recognition of their cordial co-operation and their de- 
voted services as those reports abundantly avouc 

Ihave not sought to defend the army which I had the honor to com- 
mand, nor myself, against the hostile criticiems once sorife. It has 
seemed to me that nothing more was required than such a plain and 
truthful narrative to enable those whose right it is to form a corroct 
judgment on the important matters involved. ‘his report is, in fact, 
the history of the army of the Potomac. 

During the period occupied in the organization of that army, it served 
as a barrier against the advance of a lately victorious enemy, while the 
fortifications of the capital were in progress ; and under discipline 
which it then received it acquired strength, education, and some of that 
experience which is necessary to success in active operations, and which 
enabled it afterwards to sustain itself under circumstances trying to 
the most heroic men. Frequent skirmishes occurred along the lines, 
conducted with great gallantry, which inured our troops to the realities 
of war. 

The army grew intoshape but slowly ; and the delays which attended 
on the obtaining of arms, continuing late into the winter of 1861-’62, 
were bo less trying to the soldiers than to the people of the country. 
Even at the time of the organization of the Peninsula campaign, some of 
the fluest regiments were without rifles ; nor were the utmost exertions 
on the part of the military authorities adequate to overcome the obsta- 
cles to active service. 

When, at length, the army was in condition to take the fleld, the Pe- 
ninsula campaign was planned, and entered upon with enthusiasm by 
officers and men. Had this campaign been followed up as it was de- 
signed, I cannot doubt that it would have resulted in a glorious triumph 
to our arms, and the permanent restoration of the power of the govern- 
ment in Virginia and North Carolina, if not throughout the revolting 
States. It was, however, otherwise ordered, and instead of reporting a 
victorious campaign, it has been my duty to relate the heroism of a re- 
duced army,sent upon an expedition into an enemy’s country, there to 
abandon one and originate another and new plan of campaign, which 
might and would bave been successful if supported with appreciation 
its necessities, but which tailed because of the repeated failure o: prom- 
ised support at the most critical, and,as it proved, the most fatal mo- 
ments. That heroism surpasses ordinary description. Its illustration 
must be left for the pen of the historian in timesof calm reflection, when 
the nation shall be looking back to the past from the midst of peaceful 
cays. 

ior me, now, it is sufficient to say that my comrades were victors on 
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(CHICKERING & sons, 


Mayuractunsns oF 
GRAND, SQUARE, AND UPRIGHT 
PIANO’-FORTES, 


‘Warerooms, 662 Broadway, New York. 


The superiority of these Instruments is amply 
demonstrated by the voluntary testimony of the fore- 
most artists of the day, who claim for them excellence 
ef tone and workmanship hitherto unobdtained by 
any other makers. Mr. Gottschalk’s constant use of 
the Obickering Pianos has severely tested their musi- 
eal qualities, and resulted in establishing the justice 
of the very flattering estimation in which they are 


bed 
Mesars. 0. @ fous have been awarded 60 Paize 


Msp, 8, over] all competitors, for the superiority of 
their manufacture, their claims resting upon the com- 
bined qualities of great power, brilliancy and purity of 
tone, and elasticity of touch. 


The Boston Af_as says: 


“It has long been our settled conviction that the 
Chickering Piano was far superior to the generality 
of instruments manufactured. Go where yon will, 
there is no mistaking its full, rich, musical tones. 
They are unapproachable, and in every sense deserve 
all the high praise which has been lsvished upon 
them. And not from one person cnly, comparatively 
speaking, does that praise reach us, but from the 
great body of the musical public throughout the 
length and breadth of the land.” 

This is the largest and oldest Plano-Forte manu- 
factory in this country, and the business is 
entirely by the three Sons of the late Jonas Chicker- 
ing, all of whom are educated expressly for this bus!- 
ness, and by them exclusively all the improvements 
which characterize this house, aro made. Every 
part and portion of the Piano is made in the factory, 
and directly under the supervision of the Messrs. C. 


from Mr. L. M. Gottechalk, January lst, 1863: 


“ Mesars. Cu1cnentxe & Soxs—Gentlemen :— 

“The great sensation which, in all my recent con- 
oerts, has been produced by your pianos of the new 
model, the admiring testimony of the artists before 
whom I have played upon them, and, indeed, the 
unanimous verdict of the whole public, would excuse 
me from expatiating upon the excellence of these su- 
perb instruments, were it not that the qualities which 
distinguish them, in my opinion, constitute a veritable 
era in the progress of musical art, and deserve, in 
consequence, to attract the attention of all musical 
people. 

“The problem which, for more than half a century, 
the great European manufacturers have been propos- 
ing to themselves, may be reduced to this: How to 
obtain the greatest possible volume of tone without 
altering ite charms, and at the same time to preserve 
ite clearness and homogenity through all the extent 
of the key-board. 

“These different qualities seem to exclade each 
other. For instance, one instrument charming ina 
parlor would become thin and powerless in a large 
eoncert hall; another only owed its force to the acute- 
meas of its tone, or toa confused vibration produced 
by too great length of strings. You alone, Messrs. 
Quroxgenine & Sons, have succeeded, as I fully be- 
eve, in combining the different elements which have 
ao long been sought after, in a manner which wil! 
henceforth make our modern piano the most complete) 
of instruments. 

“ Harmonious roundness of tone, force in the bass 
Botes, limpidity in the upper notes, equality through- 
out all the registers, singing quality in the middle 


tones, and, above all, an astonishing prolongation of Tue Lancrsr Srocx or Szconp-Haxp Praxos, 


sound, without its becoming confused, were signs of 
an artistic progress which I at once discerned on 
playing the new instruments for the first time. Soon 
after, when I had been obliged to transport your 
plano several hundred miles by railroad, and play 
upon them without the time to have them re-tuned, I 
‘Was still more surprised at the rare solidity of their 
construction by finding them in as perfect tune as 


when they started. Furthermore, when giving con- and satisfaction guaranteed. 


certs unassisted, and playing fifteen or cighteen pieces 
in succession, I have been capable of appreciating, by 


the comparatively trifling fatigue which I experienced, |°? *PPUcsHon to 


the precision and promptness of action which charac- 


Henceforth the United States may advantageously 


yet been heard. 


city, are so well known, not only at home, but abroad, 
that it is hardly necessary to offer a word in their fa- 
vor. Nevertheless, it is no more than a plain act of 
The following complimentary letter was received|justice to do so. For years—extending at least 
through a quarter of a century—these instruments 
have received the unqualified approbation of the best 
musical judgment in the community, and this after 
a long, thorough, varied and critical test. Their 
pianos have been proverbially finished in the most 
artistic manner; they have shown such exquisite 
skill in giving to this master and sum of all instru- 
ments, a volume purity, richness, vigor of tone; in 
short, they hava achieved so entire and wonderful 
success in giving to it a degree of unprecedented per- 
fection that Little is left to improve, 


which for convenience in size, power asd purity of; 
tone, and delicacy of action are unsurpassed either in 
this country or in Europe. 


sell at reasonable prices, 


(by various makers), in this elty. The list comprises 
both Grands, Squares and Uprights, and have all 
been put in thorough order. 


ARMY AND NAVY 


and it is not the least of all our commercial triumphs 
that you have sueceeding in matebing and surpassing 
the efforts of the Erards, the Pieyels, the Collards, 
and the Broad woods. 
“Truly yours, L. M. G@orsecuars. 
“ December, 1862." 


The Tome Journel says: 


“It may seem a visionary idea that the Piano will 
one day be the chief in the orchestra. We are drawn 
to its expression at this moment more particularly by 
the recent inspection af a Piano which is almost an 
orchestra of itself—the latest work issued from the 
manufactory of the Messrs. Chickering. It now 
stands in their wareroom in Broadway, where we hope 
that every one who wishes to take courage for the 
Piano's future will make acall. There have seldom 
been instruments worthier of a visit from musical 
New York than this. 
All schools of musicians unite in pronouncing the 
new instruments a success, and some of the most 
marked enconicums which we have heard proceeded 
from sources usually loth to acknowledge dep in 
any Piano which has brillianey.” 


The Sunday Dispatch says: 


The musical world is‘now much exeited on the 
subject of the latest triumph of the Piano-making art 
as brought out through the unceasing energy and rare 
inventive genius of Mr. F. Chickering, son of the late 
founder of this now princely firm. 
These new Concert Pianos have been introduced by 
Mr. L. M. Gottschalk at all his late concerts, and have 
proven their universal superiority over all others, by 
a wondrous power of endurance, shown under the 
severest testa that any pianist has ever applied to the 
instrument. 
Musicians and connoisseurs cannot sufficiently ad- 
mire the combined power, brilliancy, sweetness, and 
mellowness of these Instruments, while as to the action 
it is so perfect and elastic that the most delicate lady 
can produce either a thunder of noise or gentle 
musical whisper at will, and either with the most 
trifling expenditure of muscular effort. 
Piano makers and dealers crowd into Gottschalk’s 
concert to a degree rare until lately, out of curiosity 
to hear these new Pianos, to whose undoubted super- 
excellent concert qualities no diseentient volee has as 


The Boston Aas says: 
The Piano-Fortes of Chickering & fons, of this 


‘We beg to call attention to eur new 


UPRIGHT PIANOS, 


Every Piano made by us is fally warranted. 


SECOND-HAND PIANOS. 


We have now on hand, which we are prepared to 


Pianos made to order to suit any styleef Furniture, 


Illustrated catalogues and Price List seat my mail 


AL—SuppPLeMeEnNT. 
QTELNWAY & SONS’ 
GOLD MEDAL, 
GRAND, SQUARE AND UPRIGHT 


PIANO-FORTES, 


are now acknowledged the best instruments in Ameri- 
ca, a8 well as in Europe, having taken 


TWENTY-SIX FIRST PREMIUMS, 
Gop anp Sitver Mepats, 


at the Principal Fairs, held in this country within the 


last seven years, and in addition thereto, they were 
awarded a 


FIRST PRIZE MEDAL 
aT TuB 


Great INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 


TY LONDON, 1862, 
ror 
Powerful, Clear, Brilliant and Sympathetie Tone, 
With exeelience of workmanship as shown in Grand 


and Square 
PIANOS. 


There were 269 Pianos, from all parts of the world, 
eutered for competition, and the Special Correspond- 
ent of the Times says: 
“ Messrs. Sternway’s endorsement by the Jurors is 
emphatic, and stronger, and more to the point than 
that of any European maker. 
“This greatest triumph of American Plano-fortes 
in England bas caused a sensation in musical circles 
throughout the continent, and as a result the Messrs. 
Sreixway are in constant receipt of orders from 
Europe, thus inaugurating & new phase in the history 
of American Piano-fortes, by creating in them an ar- 
ticle of export.” 
Every Plano-forte warranted for Five Years. 
Wanrgnoous, 

No. Tl and 73 EAST FOURTEENTH-ST., 
Between Union Square and the Academy of Muzic, 
NEW YORE. 


O MAGAZINE 


vumbers among its contri>utors such eminent names as 
shose consti(utiog the regular staff of writers for the 
ATLANTIC MONTHLY. 

THE BEST AMERICAN WRITERS 
contribute regularly to its pages. Hawruorns, Emerson, 
Lows1., Loncrettow, Hotugs, Wuirmier, and other dis- 
tinguished writers, aro represented in its columns. 
ferms—$3 00 a year, rostage paid by the publichers. 
Liberal reduction to clubs. The 
ATLANTIC MONTHLY 
contains each year more than 
EIFTEEN HUNDRED PAGES 
of the best literature that the best American Writers can 
farnish. This great amount cf 
Interesting and Instruetive Reading 
ig furnished at the low price of 25 cents a number, or 
$3 00 a year. Ali literary journals in America and 
Europe pra se the ATLANTIC as the 
BEST AMERICAN MAGAZINE 
ever pub'ished, It is thoroughly national in tone, ani 


its literary character is the highest possible. 
It contains 

THE BEST ESSAYS, 

THE BEST STORIES, 

THE BEST POEMS, 
which American talent can furnish. Send for a circular 
with critical opinions. 

TICKNOR & FIELDS, Publishers, 
135 Washington-st., Boston. 


JOHN BRADBURY, 
49 WALKER STREET, NEW YORE. 


New Publications, 
INEZ. A Talo of the Alamo. 
By Avovusra J. Evans, author of ** Beulah.” 


One volume, 12mo., $1 25. 
Another book by the popular author of “ Beulah,”’ of 
which 20,000 have been so'd. This charming work was 
publis ed anonymously a few years since, but is now 


re-published uniform with the author’s other work. 








THE RIVAL VOLUNTEERS; . 
Or, Taz Brack Pircue Rirzes. 
A Novel. 

By Mrs. Many A. Hows. Oue volume, 12mo., $1 25. 
“We have perused the proof sheets of a very well 
written and attractive Novel, entities ‘The Rival Volun- 
teers ; or. Black I’lame Kifles,’ a story of the present 
War, by Mrs. Mary A. Howe, shortly to be published in 
New York. It is artistically constructed and full of dra- 
matic power, and both in style and incident, a work of 
ancommon merit, and one calcula’ed to achieve more 
chan ordinary popularity.’’-— Knickerbocker Monthly. 


THREE MONTHS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 
Aprit, May and Jone, 1863. 
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A 300K FoR EVERYBODY. 





WELLS’ ILLUSTRATED 
NATIONAL HAND-BOOK, 

A Complete Compendium of the Political History of 
the Country, from the Original Formation of the 
Government to the Present Time—together with a 
Chronological Record of Events, and other invalu- 
able information of universal intercat. 

EMBRACING 


The original Articles of Confederation by which 
the country was governed before the adoption of the 
Conatitution. 

Declaration of Independence. 

The Jeffersonian Ordinance of 17&. 

Constitution of the United States. 

Formation of the original Union. 

Washington’s four most important Addresses. 
Missouri Compromise of 1820. 

Fugitive Slave Law of 1860. 

Kaneas and Nebraska Act of 1854. 

Homestead Law of 1862. 

Contiscation and Emancipation Bill of 18¢3. 
Pupulation of the United States at Decennial Pert. 


Population of the United States by the Census of 
1860 and 1850. 
Public Debt. 
Product of Capital and Labor in the States. 
Rates of Postage, and Miscellaneous Provisions. 
Electcral Vote for President and Vice-President, 
from Washington to Lincoln, with the important w- 
cidents of pom 4 Adminisiration. 
The Great Seal of the United States, and the State 
Seals, with a Description. 
. Moitoes of the United States and of Individual 
tates. 
Con of the United States. 
Portraits of all the Presidents, with a Sketch of 
their Lives. 
Executive Government of the United States. 
Governors o: States and Territories. Principal Ex- 
ecutive, Legislative, and Judicial Officers of the 
United States, from the Revolution to the present 
ume. 
The so-called Confederate States Government. 
First Regular Congress. 
Order of Secession of the Confederate States. 
Governors of Confederate States. 
Articles of War. 
Officers of the War Department. 
Table of pay, subsistence, etc., allowed to the Ofii- 
cers of the Army. 
Monthly pay of Non-Oommissioned Officers, Pri- 
vates, etc. 
Armories and Arsenals. 
Officers of the Navy Department. 
Present Naval Force. 
Pay of the Navy of the United States. 
Agents to pay Army and Navy Pensions. 
Explanations of Military and ‘Technical Terms. 
Excise Tax Bill. 
Licenses and Stamp Duties, in 2ecordance with the 
Internal Revenue Laws, as amended March 8th, 1863, 
Assessors and Collectors of Internal Revenus. 
Table of Gold and Silver Coins, with their Ourrent 
value according to weight. 
Important events in American History, from the 
landing of the Pilgrims to the present time. including 
. complete chronological analysis of the War for the 
nion. 
Making an invaluable work that shon!d be in the 
possession of every man and youth in the land; as 4 
book of reference alone, it is worth many times iis 
cost. 
Price, handsomely bound, ¢1 25. Sent, t-paid, 
on receipt of price. J address — 
JOHN G. WELLS, 
165 William street, New York. 


COMPLETE REVOLUTION IN 
THE CARD WORLD! 
TIME FOR A CHANGE! 
Foreign Emblems used long enough by a Republican 
People. Nationality Everything! 





The American Card Company's 
NEW UNION PLAYING CARDS! 


NATIONAL EMBLEMS, 
Are the first and only genuine American Cards ever 
produced, and they are rapidly taking the place of 
Cards bearing foreignemblems. The suits are Eagies, 
Shiels, Stars and Fiags. Colonel in place of King; 
Goddess of Liberty for Queen, and Major for Jack. 
The UNION PLAYING CARDS are entered ac 
cording to act of Congress, and can therefore only be 
manufactured by the American Card Company. ‘The 
sale for them is unprecedented in the Card trade, and 
they will soon become the leading Cards in the Amer 
ican market. In playing with these Carda, they are 
to be called by the names the emblems represent, and 
as the emblems are as familiar as houechold worda, 
“ag men among the people of the American repub- 
lic, they can be used as readily the first occasion as 
Cards bearing foreign emblems. They are the moat 
pleasing and attractive Cards ever made. Everybody 
that secs them wants them. Kach pack is put up in 
an elegant Card case, and these in dozen boxes for the 
trade. Two sample packs in cases sent postpaid on 
receipt of $1.00 Address. 
AMERICAN CARD COMPANY, 

165 William Street, or 455 Broadway, New York. 


OOKS FOR SOLDIERS. 


MKS. STEVENS’ GREAT WORE, 


THE ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE WAB 
FOR THE UNION, 


Is the most complete, attractive and reliable history 
of the war publirhed. Itis produced in royal octave 
volumes, profusely illustrated with maps and engra 
ings. A good reliable agent wanted in every regiment 
in the service. For descriptive circular, with full - 
ticulars of agency, address JOHN G. WELLS, 

165 William Street, New York. 


T° SUTLERS AND THE TRADE. 
Send to Headquarters for STATIONERY 
GUODS specially suited to the times and the wants 
of the Soldier, if you want to save money and get live 
goods that will sell, Send for descriptive catalogue 
Address, JOHN G. WELLS, 
165 William Street, New York. 


cCLELLAN’S REPORT. 


By pose arrangement with General McClelia' 
SHELDON & COMPANY, Publishers, No. 
Broadway, New York, would announce that they 
have nearly ready Major-General McClellan's Report 
of his conneztion with the Army of the Potomac, frou 
its first formation, to which will be added a moat ix 
teresting Introductory Chapter, prepared by General 
McClellan, on his 

CAMPAIGN IN WESTERN VIRGINIA. 
And a full accountof the condition of the Army, 
and the Military Prospects of the country at the time 
of his assuming command of the Army of the Pot 























compete with Burupe in the construction of pianos; 


246 Waskington-st, Bosten. 


CHICKERING & SONS, By Lieutenant-Colone! Freuarriz. One volume, 12mo. 
Price $1 25. 
652 Broadway, New Yerk, ie 
LA GAVIOTA ; 


A Spanish Novel. Price $1 25. 


mac, which docs not appear in the Report as sent (0 
the Goverament. One vol. Sya Lllustrated wit? 
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